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the ground up 


Airline security takes the wrong approach 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


F 


suppose it's too much to expect Amer- 
icans to respond with level-headed 
fationality at even the slightest hint of 
terrorism, but still, the new regulations 
imposed on airline passengers in light of 
the attempted attack on Christmas Day 
Seem reactionary and designed oddly 
Specifically for that particular situation. 
Certainly, some extra measures might 
be warranted. A quick pat down is not 
a terribly bad idea, and there is some 
kind of case to be made for the proposed 
(and tested) naked-body scanner, a kind 
of minimized X-ray which would allow 
security agents to see underneath the 
clothes of travelers. These are obtrusive, 
absolutely, but with both checked and 
carry-on luggage X-rayed or searched, 
the best method for someone who 
wishes to do so to smuggle something 
onto a plane is on their person, and ei- 
ther (or both) of those methods reduce 
the efficacy of that plan to virtually nil. 
If society has decided that air travel is 
still too dangerous, these are probably 
the way to go. 
Still, one could point out that with 
the already stringent and occasionally 


ridiculous measures we have in place, 
there hasn't been a successful plane 
highjacking in North America since the 
9/11 attacks. Security is tight enough 
that even attempts are rare enough to 
cause this kind of over-reactionary hys- 
teria, so there's a case to be made that 
this isn't simply luck, either. And on top 
of that, where pat-downs or X-rays have 
at least some debatable value, the other 
measures—cutting down or eliminat- 
ing carry-on luggage and refusing to 
allow people to leave their seat or have 
so much as a book on their lap for the 
last hour of their flight—seem to have 
no purpose but to completely incon- 
venience flyers. Again, these latter 
measures seem to expand the specifics 
of this one particular incident into an 
inflexible MO that virtually guarantees 
terrorism, as opposed to being the natu- 
ral and banal actions of the vast major- 
ity of airline travelers. 

No one is denying the horrific effect 
that airline terrorism can have. But 
our response to threats and attempts 
should be measured, or at least thought 
through. Knee-jerk responses serve no 
one's interest, and are only going to lead 
to another set of pointless inconvenienc- 
es and arbitrary, irrational rules. W 
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WHAT'S BEHIND COPENHAGEN? 


I recently read the series of articles by 


i Jeh Custer, a member of the Canadian 


Youth Delegation to Copenhagen ("At 
the Crossroad," Dec3 - 9, “Canada not 
so FAB at Copehnhagen,” Dec 10 - 16, 
"Busted," Dec 17 — 23, 2009) 

Young people are soimpressionable, 
so subject to peer pressure, that they 
will say and do almost anything so as 
to appear that they are solidly within 
the group. They don't have the expe- 
rience to think things through. 

Copenhagen (COP-15) was not about 
climate change at all. It was about 
global governance: control over you 
and over the sovereignty of Canada. 
What it means, should we be stupid 
enough to sign this tyrannical treaty, 
is that Canada would be subject to 
laws, taxation and lifestyle changes 
that are dictated to us by an un- 
elected body of socialists. The Treaty 
mentions nothing about candidates, 
elections, voting or anything else 
democratic 

if Master Custer thinks this isa good 
thing, then possibly he should con- 
sider moving to one of the Euro-so- 
cialist countries he so admires rather 
than trashing Canada for protecting 
the sovereignty ofits citizens. 

BARRY BLICK 


JANG 


In the Box 
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Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether critical or complimentary. Send your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 
10303 ~ 108 Street, Edmonton AB TJ 117), by fax (780.426.2889) or by email (letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for length and clarity. 


KEEP ON ROCKIN’ 


It was with great anticipation and sat- 
isfaction that I read David Berry's re- 
view of the re-release of Neil Young's 
After the Goldrush ("Old Sounds,” Dec 
17 - 23, 2009). I choose these words 
because firstly, I love this album as 
much as I've ever loved any album, 
though I love this one just a little bit 
more. Secondly, because I admire 
how you paid homage to the album's 
opening side, especially tracks two 
through four, “a triple bill as good as 
any recorded,” and compared Young's 
ability to yield both weird and pop 
sensibility with that of Lou Reed and 
David Bowie, and overall, wrote a very 
good review of a very good album. 

Nonetheless, I take issue with Mr. 
Berry referring to “Rockin’ in the Free 
World” as "banal crap" when it might 
be better classified as pop sensibility. 
Even that is an understatement when 
also considering Young's perfor- 
mance of this song on Saturday Night 
Live and his subsequent indoctrina- 
tion as the Godfather of Grunge. 
STEPHEN JEFFEREY 


STAND DOWN, MILLER 


With spokespersons like Mayor Miller 


2010 


of Toronto ("Busted,”" Dec17—23, 2009), 
Canada should be worried. Solutions 
are needed for climate change. Miller 
has become part of the problem when 
seen sharing the world stage with an- 
archists, socialists and other groups 
that are long on rhetoric and public 
disturbance but short on solutions. 
Mr. Miller lacks the practical side that 
is neéded to solve problems. To wit, see 
the financial mess he is leaving in his 
last term as mayor of Toronto. 
RON WILSON 


a 
DIFFRENT DIETS 


Regarding Connie Howard's original 
Well, Well, Well column on veganism 
("Unwelcome news to vegans," Nov 26 
- Dec 2, 2009): although I have beena 
healthy vegan for 17 years, I can ap- 
preciate a vegan diet won't be the 
greatest fit for everyone. Along the 
same lines, although Connie Howard 
feels a vegan diet isn’t a good fit for 
her and others she has referenced in 
her column, it is my hope that she 
will recognize a vegan diet does of- 
fer some people the opportunity to 
expand and improve upon their over- 
all health, and let go of and move on 
from her anti-vegan crusade in her 
Well, Well, Well column. 

JACKIE YURKO 
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closure to a decade filled 

difficulty, the past year has 

: some positive momentum 
to local issues and some much 
needed government attention to envi- 
ronmental concerns. 

‘Municipally, decisions made in 2009 
m y bring some necessary change to 
_ our environment, transportation and 

democracy. Our city hosted an inter- 
national conference on municipal sus- 
tainability and approved new plans for 
our the way we move around this town. 
Provincially though we're facing the 


same debates as we approach 2010. En- . 


ergy creation and consumption were 
the top of the list for debates in 2009, 


with little resolution. And the chief of 


the operation didn’t fare much better. 
Premier Ed Stelmach ends 2009 with a 
14-percent approval rating and a medi- 
ocre review at the Progressive Conser- 
vative Annual General Meeting in No- 
vember. But the Alberta political scene 
may be changing with some political 
party shake ups and some new faces on 
the scene. Let's take a look at how 2009 
will shape Alberta's new decade. 


ele 
JAN' City Council was busy in 
January of 2009 losing a public asset 
and a bylaw for the environment. Janu- 
ary started with a debate on a proposed 
anti-idling bylaw which ultimately 
failed in favour of an educational cam- 
paign advising drivers not to let their 
cars run. On the controversial side City 
council started it's sale of public assets 
early with the privatization of the Gold 
Bar waste water treatment plant. The 
debate preceded the sale of Epcor's elec- 
tricity generating plant, but brought 
together unions, community groups, 
and citizens opposed to the sale as the 
group Keep Drainage Edmonton. 

Ed Stelmach's Conservative's started 
Out the year under some suspicion for 
the 2008 election discrepancies. MLA 
Kent Hehr called for an inquiry into re- 
Ports of 16 violations of electoral laws 
and the Chief Electoral officer Lorne 
Gibson called for increased transpar- 
ency in party leadership races. Gibson 
got canned in February, which caused 
PC Justice minister Alison Redford to 
be grilled on letting him go for calling 
attention to the problems in the 2008 
election. For the Conservatives, they 
were more focused on incoming US 
President Barack Obama's visit in Feb- 
Tuary. Buffing up their guide to Alber- 
ta's tar sands and it's ability to provide 
the US with dependeable energy. 


FEBRUARY 


February, unfortunately for the Con- 
Servatives and oil companies, brought 
Obama's public statement on the CBC 
that the oil sands do create a large car- 
bon footprint, but that Canada and the 


US could work together to improve the 
situation. Obama's visit to Canada in 
February brought the first Canadian 
Greenpeace actions to Ottawa for the 
year. Climate activists scaled the Alex- 
andra Bridge in Ottawa to declare "Cli- 
mate Leaders Don't Buy Tar Sands". 
Locally city council began public hear- 
ings on the decision to change Edmon- 
ton's ward system from two councillors 
to one councillor in a smaller ward. 
The decision is approved in principle to 
Move to a 12-ward system. The change 
could open seats on council by eliminat- 
ing established councillors from seats 
they have been occupying for years. 


MARCH 


Only a year and a half after the provin- 
cial government's own royalty review 
announced support for increasing the 
province's take from oil companies’ 
revenue, Energy Minister Mel Knight 
announces a royalty holiday. At a cost 
of $1.15 billion to the province the break 
is in addition to two royalty holidays 
announced in 2008 bringing the total 
cost to the province to $4.5 billion. 


APRIL 


Stepping into the energy controversy 
further, the Alberta government re- 
leases its report on nuclear energy. 
The anti-nuclear group calls the report 
fraudulent questioning the biases of 
members on the nuclear panel. Earlier 
in March, Bruce Power had chosenasite 
30 km north of Peace River as its site for 
a nuclear power plant prompting the 
creation of Nuclear Free Alberta, a co- 
alition of citizens in Peace River, envi- 
ronmentalists and academics against 
nuclear power. The report itself begins 
a series of public consultations across 
the province on Albertans’ opinions of 
nuclear power. 

But the news for the environment 
wasn't all bad with the South LRT ex- 
tension here in the city starting to run 
down to Belgravia and South Campus. 

The sale of Epcor's electricity gener- 
ating branch brought opposition not 
only from Edmontonians concerned 
about privatization, but citizens con- 
cerned about the closed-door nature 
of the decision. The April 17 decision 
was made behind council doors due to 
concerns over the shareholder status of 
city council. Citizens, the Alberta Fed- 
eration of Labour, and Civic Services 
Union 52 and CUPE 30 all opposed the 
sale and attempted different legal pro- 
cesses to reverse the sale. The citizen's 
action group Our Power formed to bring 
forward a legal petition to reverse the 
sale, a petition which ultimately failed. 
But their efforts continued as they then 
attempted to collect the 85,000 signa- 
tures required to make the sale a ques- 
tion on the municipal elections ballot in 
2010. And on November 30 the group 
brought forward over seven thousand 
signatures, not enough to create the 
plebiscite question, but the group does 


i 


continue its efforts to call into question 
the legality and democracy of the pro- 
cess. The Our Power group is looking 
to change the Municipal Sharehold- 
ers Agreement to ensure no public as- 
Sets are sold in the future without the 
knowledge of citizens and to call for the 
City of Edmonton to reclaim it's own- 
ership of the power generating aspect. 
The debate continues into the new year. 


MAY 


Human rights in Alberta suffered a 
blow when the Alberta legislature 
brought in Bill-44. The bill allows par- 
ents to remove their children from 
classes if they find the teaching of any- 
thing related to sex, religion or sexual 
orientation oppositional. The debate 
toared through April bringing together 
teachers, students, parents, and human 
rights advocates fighting for the tights 
of the education system to determine 
lesson plans, Bill-44 came as a package 
with an amendment to Alberta's hu- 
man rights legislation to enshrine gay 
rights in code. The bill was introduced 
in May and engendered diverse debate 
on the meaning of citizenship until its 
ultimate passing in June. 


JUNE 


In June, Edmonton was host to the 
ICLEI, “International Council for Lo- 
cal Environmental Initiatives," and 
its 2009 conference on local sustain- 
ability. The Council itself is promoting 
a 30-percent reduction in CO2 below 
1990 levels by 2020 and an 80-percent 
reduction by the year 2050. 

The conference promoted sessions on 
increasing bike activity, decreasing pes- 
ticide and herbicide use and encourag- 
ing looking more closely at sustainable 
procurement, 

June also saw over 700 citizens pack city 
hall to talk food security. Citizens called 
for the integration of land-use planning 
to include agricultural development, in- 
cluding an inventory of farmland. 


JULY 


Alberta's political landscape became 
a little less green with the dissolution 
of the Alberta Green Party. After fail- 
ing to supply the necessary financial 
documentation Elections Alberta had 
to de-register the party. The Alberta 
Green Party had been divided for over 
a year with Joe Anglin taking the reigns 
at the last Annual General Meeting, and 
some strong oppositional forces on the 
previous executive. Earlier in February 
there were rumours of a new Progress 
party being formed out of the Greens, 
but July simply saw the dissolution and 
a question in the minds of Greens as to 
where to go to next. 

July also saw the shake-up of Stel- 
mach's cabinet with the loss of Guy 
Boutillier. Kicked out after he made 


public comments about the state of se- 
niors care in Alberta, particularly in his 
riding of Wood-Buffalo which encom- 
Passes much of Fort McMurray. 

And after months of debate, Edmon- 
ton's city council decided to close down 
the Edmonton City Centre Airport. It 
Was a win for city activists who seemed 
to amass for the first time over social 
media and encompassed a large group 
of Edmonton's youth who advocated for 
the closure of the airport. 


AUGUST 


On August 26, Alberta Finance Minister 
Iris Evans stated the government of Al- 
berta projected a $6.9 - $8 billion deficit. 
The deficit causes advocacy groups in 
Alberta to prepare for cuts to public ser- 
vices which are seen throughout the fall. 
Alberta Health Services president Ste- 
phen Ducket looks for ways to solve the 
$1billion deficit in health care and the ex- 
tremely unpopular decision to close beds 
at Alberta Hospital is made. 


SEPTEMBER 


For the first time since the start of this 
decade city council took a look at our 
transportation master plan. Earlier in 
the year the city had approved, and be- 
gun work on, the expansion of the LRT 
system, north and south, “The Way We 
Move" took at much more holistic ap- 
proach to the way the city does transit, 
integrating cycling and walking as for- 
mal modes of transportation needing 
to be sustained and resourced. 


OCTOBER 


Coupled with the summer death of the 
Green Party, Alberta's political scene 
moved further to the right with the 
attention-grabbing election of Danielle 
Smith to the leadership of the Wildrose 
Alliance. Media-savvy and intelligent, 
Danielle Smith had been campaigning 
since the spring for the position and won 
it handily. Although she is without a 
seat in the Legislature Smith spends the 
remaining months in 2009 comment- 
ing on most public policy decisions and 
threatening the Progressive Conserva- 
tives’ Calgary polls. Appealing to the 
"big-tent” model of political parties, the 
policies of the Wildrose Alliance remain 
rooted in hardline conservatism. 
Another big leadership shake-up hap- 
pens in the Alberta Union of Provincial 
Employees which, after several years un- 
der the leadership of Doug Knight, vote 
for the more activist-minded Guy Smith. 


NOVEMBER 


Continuing the fun with voting, the 
Progressive Conservatives held their 
AGM with a vote on Ed Stelmach's 
performance as leader. With former 
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Premier Klein setting the bar at at least 
79 percent and Danielle Smith's high 
Profile election the month before, Stel- 
mach's finish at 77 percent was enough 
to hold his position. Though the PC's 
popularity continued to plummet from 
62 percent in November to 30 percent 
at the end of the year. 

November saw one of the most suc- 
cessful activist groups form and take 
on one of the highest paid CEOs in 
Alberta. After University of Alberta 
President Indira Samarasekera's made 
comments stating that she was con- 
cerned for the declining numbers of 
white males attending post-secondary 
institutions, a group of Universi 
students formed to put some ie | 
to her numbers. The Samarasekera 
Response Team advocated that while 
women make up 58 percent of stu- 
dents in universities across Canada, 
their numbers in leadership and senior 
academic positions still lagged behind 
even parity levels. 


DECEMBER 


Finally if measuring 2009's successes 
depended on December, we may not 
feel too great about ourselves, The hope 
engendered at the Copenhagen Climate 
Summit ended with a disappointment 
felt across the world as leaders came 
to no solid conclusions on how to limit 
carbon emissions and world tempera- 
ture increases. The summit did see 
some of the most active protests in years 
as thousands of activists descended on 
Copenhagen demanding a resolution to 
climate problems. 

For Canada the disappointment was 
particularly striking as Canada and 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper are 
named by climate activists, academics 
and environmentalists as one ofthe most 
obstructionist at the conference. W 
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The world left needed pro 
2009 more memorable for what we avoided 


The year 2009 was most notable for : 
the three bad things that didn't happen. : 
Firstly, the financial melt-down of late : 
2008 did not plunge us all into a 1930s- : 
style depression, although there were : 


plenty of pundits predicting that less 
than a year ago. 

As Stephen Schwarzman, 
head of the private equity 
company Blackstone Group, 
said last March: "Between 40 
and 45 percent of the world's 
wealth has been destroyed in 
little more than a year and a 
half.” But all he was really saying 
was that a very specific kind of finan- 


cial bubble has burst. All the land and i 
houses are still there, and so are most of 


the factories and jobs. 


There has certainly been a deep reces- : 
sion in the developed countries, and the : 
current slow recovery may be a false : 
dawn: a “double-dip" recession is still : 
entirely possible. Moreover, the vast : 
amounts of money spent by Western : 
governments to save the banks has left : 
them with a staggering burden of debt. : 
But the worst has been avoided, and : 
in the developing countries there was : 


scarcely even a recession. 


The second predicted disaster that did : 
not come to pass was a killer global pan- : 
demic like the 1918 strain of influenza. : 
Something of that order is probably still : 
lying in wait for us down the road, but : 
the swine flu turned out to be much less : 
lethal than was initially feared. Consider- : 
able credit should go to those who made ; 
a vaccine available much faster than was : 
thought possible, but basically we just : 


got lucky. 


And the third bad thing that didn't hap- : 
pen? The same bad thing that hasn't : 
happened every year since 2001. There : 
was no mass loss of life (by which! mean : 
more than a thousand people murdered : 


in a single incident) due to terrorist ac 
tion in any Western country. 


Even a relatively large death toll like : 
that should not be a reason for any gov- : 
ernment to go berserk and start invading : 
foreign countries. A thousand people is : 
a lot to lose, but it really isn't the end of : 
the world. A thousand people die of nat- : 
ural and accidental causes in the United : 
States (to pick a country not entirely at : 


random) about every three hours. Terror 
ism is different, of course, but a rational 
and measured response is still required 


You know very well that it would be : 
neither rational nor measured. Although : 
an over-reaction is precisely what the : 


terrorists are seeking to provoke, domes- 
tic political realities in the target coun- 


try still make it likely that the response : 
would be hugely stupid and violent. So : 
we go from year to year waiting for the ; 
terrorists to succeed again on the scale : 
of 9/11, knowing that Western countries : 
will go crazy again if they do. But it didn't : 


happen in 2009. 


What did finally happen at the begin- : 
ning of 2009 was the long-overdue : 
departure of the Bush administration. ; 
Almost everybody outside the United ; 
States, and many people within It, were : 
profoundly relieved by that, but it im- ; 
posed a huge burden of expectation on : 
the shoulders of his successor as presi- : 


I 
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END 


dent, Barack Obama. 


It has been a difficult first year for : 
Obama, who presumably expected to : 
have both his healthcare reforms and a : 
: climate change bill through Congress : 
by now. His problems with Afghanistan, : 


however, are largely of his own making. 


Calling Afghanistan the "good war" (in : 
contrast to Iraq) during the election cam- : 
paign was a useful tactic to deflect ac- : 
cusations that he was too peace-loving, : 
but now he's stuck with it. He has already ; 
ordered a doubling of US troop numbers : 
in Afghanistan, and he is now on a very : 
slippery slope. This war is unwinnable, : 
: and it could destroy him politically. 

In the meantime, Obama does small : 
but useful things that do not require : 
like cancelling : 
the Bush plan to put a missile defence : 
system into eastern Europe. Or at least : 
> that do not need Congressional assent 5 
> in advance, like a new and better Stra- : 
tegic Arms Reduction Treaty with Russia : 
(although that is still being negotiated). : 
He even tried to launch a new Middle : 
East peace initiative, although that was : 


Congressional assent, 


doomed from the start. 


causes, including friendly fire, were 13. 


The Israeli election in February deliv- : 
ered Binyamin Netanyahu, the leader : 
who had buried the Oslo accords in the : 
late 1990s, back into the prime minister's : 
office, and any remaining hope for an : 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal evaporated. : 
: Netanyahu is politically dependent on : 
: right-wing Jewish settlers in the occupied : 
territories, and would be most unlikely : 
to compromise on their demands even : 
if he were personally so inclined (which : 


he is not) 


—— 
i 


: happen next year either. But the Israeli : 
military occupation has entered its fifth : 
decade, and another generation of Pales- : 
tinians is growing up so full of rage that : 
they will confront Israeli power despite : 
: ity, the Georgian government was found : 
: guilty of starting last year's war with Rus- : 
sia by an investigating commission of the : 
: Nigeria and much more in the same vein. 

The EU as a whole finally ratified the : 
Treaty of Lisbon, which streamlines the : 
operation of the organisationtocopewith : 
a membership that has now expanded to ; 
27 countries. It took eight years, two Irish : 
referendums (they got the answer wrong : 
the first time), and some face-saving con- : 
cessions to the Czech president to get it : 
through. The EU, it would appear, is still : 
: not ready for prime time. 


the obvious fact that they cannot win. 


At the other end of the Middle East, : 
iran was hardly ever out of the news in : 
2009. The old question of whether or : 
not it is seeking nuclear weapons stayed : 
high on the international agenda, but it : 
was overtaken by the new question of : 


whether the present leadership could 
stay in power. President Mahmoud Ah 


: medinejad’s implausibly high level of : 
voter support in the June election ignited : 


protests that have shaken the regime's 
hold on power. 


If it is a revolution, it's a very slow- : 
motion one: the protesters are not out : 
on the streets every day, or even every : 
month. Most of them do not even want : 
to overthrow the Islamic system—just to : 
reform it. But they keep coming out, most : 
recently just this week, and they are not : 


deterred by mass arrests and systematic 


Guards shooting to kill in the streets. 


eigners' puppets 


In Iraq Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki : 
emerged as a genuine strongman, cen- : 
tralizing power in his own office, staffed : 


by his own party and clan. In Afghanistan 


the end. And in Fantasyland-on-the-Gulf, 


a.k.a. Dubai, they could not make interest : 
: payments on some $50 billion in loans : 

So the 25-year dream of a “two-state” ; 
solution gradually fades, and the pros- : 
pect of a third intifada grows. It didn't : 
happen this year, and it probably won't : 


until Abu Dhabi bailed them out 


Europe had a quieter year (as it gener- ; 
ally does). Chancellor Angela Merkel of : 
Germany swept back into a second term : 


gress behind 


: in September with a "dream coalition" : 
: that freed her from having to compromise 
: with the left. France became the largest 
: economy to impose a carbon tax on indi- 
: viduals and businesses using coal, gas or : 
: oil, with the explicit intention of changing : 
> people's patterns of energy use. The taxis 
: TT euros (US$24) per tonne of emissions : 
: now, but it will rise over the years. 


Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 


; had a miserable year, being accused : 
: (probably correctly) of consorting with 


minors and with high-class prostitutes 
sued for divorce by his wife and struck in 


: the face by a model of Milan cathedral. : 
: More seriously, an Italian court struck : 
: down the umpteenth law he had pushed 
: through parliament to allow him to es- 
: cape prosecution for corruption. But he : 
> would win another election today. Italian : 
: voters are very tolerant, or something. 


rorism. At the continent's other extrem- 


European Union 


The principal political events in Asia 
were the Indian election in May, which 


gave the ruling Congress Party a re- : 
sounding vote of confidence, and the Au- : 
gust election in Japan, which brought the : 
opposition Democratic party to power : 
: and even making progress economically. 
: Which may explain why it exports so 
: there was almost no connection between : 
: these two elections in anybody's mind: : 

This is the way that the Shah was over- : 
thrown: by slow degrees, over a period : 
of many months. It may not end the : 
same way this time, but it looks like the : 
: same pattern—and the best thing every- : 
body else can dois not to meddle. Iranian : 
protesters do not need foreign support, : 
and they certainly do not need foreign : 
trade sanctions to be applied right now, : 
: because that makes them look like for- 


after 52 years of almost uninterrupted 


> rule by the Liberal Democratic Party. But 
: rape of detainees, nor by Revolutionary - 

The Middle East, with only a tenth of : 
the world's people, continued to generate : 
more than its fair share of the news. The : 
: |sraeli punishment attacks on the Gaza ; 
: Strip that began on December 27, 2008 : 
: continued through most of January, leav 
ing over 1300 Palestinians dead. More : 
than half of them, according to all esti- : 
mates except the Israeli military's own, ; 
: were civilians. Israeli fatalities from all : 


Asia is still little more than a geographi- 
cal expression. 


military events were the Sri Lankan gov- 
Tiger insurgency in May, which brought a 


Korean nuclear weapons test in the same 


along as usual. They have no choice. 


down in Bangladesh in February. 


WUEWEEKLY // DEC 31, 2009 - JAN 6, 2010 


corruption charges that had protected 
hundreds of politicians including Prime 
Minister Asif Ali Zardari was overruled 
by the Supreme Court, and the country 
was plunged into fresh political turmoil. 
The Maldives held a full cabinet meeting 
underwater in scuba gear to dramatize 
the threat posed to the low-lying island 
country by rising sea levels. The Nepal- 
ese cabinet, not to be outdone, held a 
meeting on the slopes of Mount Ever- 


: est to dramatise the threat posed to the 


country by melting glaciers. 

China's emergence as a world player 
continued, with attention focused in par- 
ticular on its expanding investments in 


: Africa. The ex-imperial powers saw this 


as neo-imperialism, but the ex-colonies 
themselves mostly took a different view. 
They understood that China was trying 


2 to secure long-term supplies of food, fuel 
: and minerals for a future in which it be- 
: At one extremity of Europe, Northern : 
: Ireland was threatened with a slide back : 
vessssaseseecesevarrensssesassnsiaisessiesnsussresserernszensssesessvassaeserassecsereesesetsees Z int chronic violence, as radical Catholic : 
groups who reject the IRA's commitment : 
to power-sharing tried to lure the Protes- : 
tants and the British army back into the ; Ablow-by-blow list of all the things that 
fight by committing random acts of ter- : 


: ing: a military massacre in Guinea, a coup 


lieved that all those commodities would 
be scarcer, but at least the Chinese paid 
well and didn't subject their suppliers to 
hypocritical lectures on human rights. 


went wrong in Africa in 2009 is depress- 


in Madagascar, blood-drenched anarchy 
in Somalia, mini-wars between the police 
and extreme religious sects in northern 


But it feels less hopeless if you recall 
that most of Africa's 52 countries are 
at peace—and that African economies 
have been growing at an average of five 
percent a year since 2000, compared to 
only one percent in the previous decades 
since independence. 

Much the same observation applies, in 
a minor key, to | atin America. What little 


: news makes it out of the continent tends 
: to be bad: the brutal war between the 
: state and the drug cartels in Mexico, the 


alleged threat of war between Venezuela 
and Colombia, the messy sort-of-coup in 
Honduras and so on. But most of the re- 
gion is at peace, more or less democratic, 


little news. 
Finally, Copenhagen. The vast, 192- 


: country conference on climate change in 
: December was a total failure in terms of 
Elsewhere in Asia, the most important : 


its declared objectives. There is no new 


: treaty to replace the Kyoto accord. Even 
ernment's decisive victory over the Tamil : 


modest Kyoto-style national targets for 


cutting greenhouse gas emissions were 
26-year civil war to an end, and the North : 
: was cobbled together by the two biggest 
: month. The North Korean regime was ¢ 
: mainly using the test as a way to black- : 
: mail the major powers into guaranteeing : 
its future, and those powers are playing : 
: participant put it—and the United States 
: Thailand is caught up in a deepening 4 
: struggle between the poor majority and 
another American nominee, President : 
Hamid Karzai, embarrassed his patrons : 
by rigging his re-election last August too : 
blatantly, but they had to accept him in : 


omitted from the vague declaration that 


emitters, the United States and China, on 
the last day. Neither are there any dead- 
lines for further action. 

"The Chinese hate numbers,” as one 


was quite happy to let China get the 


: blame for killing a deal that Washington 
the old royalist anti-democratic elites, in- : 
carnated in the recurrent street clashes : 
between the Red Shirts and the Yellow : 
: Shirts, In Burma, pro-democracy leader ; 
: Aung Sang Suu Kyi, though still under : 
house arrest, has supported efforts by : 
the United States to open up channels of : 
> communication with the military junta. : 
A military mutiny was successfully put : 


couldn't have delivered on either. The 
problem is that nobody really knows 
where we go from here, and time is 
running short. If there is one thing that 
2009 is remembered for, it may be for 
the historic failure at Copenhagen. W 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 


f published in 45 countries. His column ap- 
In Pakistan in December, an amnesty for : 


pears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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_ What just happened? 


Vue takes a look at everything that made headlines over the past decade 


DAVID BERRY 
// DANID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


see Nee RAREST sR 
Ihis being the end of the decade 
and all, in addition to our usual 
year-end round-up, Vue takes a look at 
the major stories that affected Canada, 
Alberta and Edmonton over the past 
10 years. 


2000 


The beginning of the decade saw the 
seeds sown for some forces that would 
go on to affect much of the 10 years 
that followed. Early in the year, the 
Alberta government worried about 
the oil in the tar sands being too ex- 
pensive to pull out of the ground, war- 
ranted fears at the time, given that oil 
hovered just below $30 a barrel, but 
soon moot—before the year was out, 
Syncrude would open its Aurora proj- 
ect and $3.4 billion in projects would 
begin. In the spring, the Canadian Al- 
liance grew out of the Reform Party, 
with the goal to unite the right—some- 
thing that failed to happen in time for 
the November federal election, which 
saw the Liberals gain 17 seats on their 
way to their third straight majority, 
the last we'd see in the decade. 


2001 


What should have been a big summer 
for Edmonton starts tumultuously: 
the Canada Day riots on Whyte Ave 
raise questions about the police pres- 
ence and a questionable decision to 
hold revelers back on the High Level, 
though the only lasting effects are 
security cameras on the Avenue. 
Later, the IAAF World Champion- 
ships in Athletics puts Edmonton on 
the world stage in more ways than 
one: some praise the event, but one 
British journalist blasts the city as 
“Deadmonton." 

Provincially, we enter "Ralph's 
World," or so says a rather festive 
Premier Klein upon winning 75 of 83 
seats in the provincial election. We'd 
get a further taste of the Premier's 
festive nature when he burst into a 
homeless shelter and threw money 
at the occupants, leading to a much- 
publicized dry period for Klein. 

The biggest news, of course, was 
the tragedy on 9/11, but we wouldn't 
feel those effects locally until the 
new year. t 


2002 


The effects of the global war on terror 
hit home, as Canada participates in 
the Joint Strike Force in Afghanistan, 
including a significant contribution 
of soldiers from CFB Edmonton, who 
ship out in January. It's not long before 
the war's true costs become apparent: 
Canada sees its first combat-related 
deaths since Korea when four Ed- 
monton-based soldiers are killed in a 
friendly fire incident in April. To date, 
the war in Afghanistan has cost 134 
Canadian soldiers their lives, as well 
as untold civilian deaths. Currently, 
the plan is to remain in the country 
until 2011. 


2003 


March turns out to be a turbulent 
month for Whyte Ave, as not only do 
thousands fill the streets to protest 
the American war in Iraq, but the his- 
toric corner of 104 Street burns down 
(fire destroying history would be a 
common occurrence in Edmonton, 
with the Arlington gutted by flames 


“in 2005). Though oil production still 


advances, the province's economy is 
hard-hit by the discovery of a BSE-af- 
flicted cow in May. The US would shut 
down imports of Canadian beef until 
2005 in the wake of the news, leading 
to Premier Klein's controversial state- 
ment that any self-respecting rancher 
would have "shot, shoveled and shut 
up" when faced with the sick cow. Na- 
tionally, the right wing political par- 
ties finally merge—despite promises 
to the contrary by newly elected PC 
leader Peter McKay—and select Ste- 
phen Harper as their first leader. 


2004 


2004 turned out to be the year of the 
election, with some major changes 
across the board. Federally, the Liber- 
als, racked by the revelations of the 
Auditor General's report on the spon- 
sorship scandal, lost seats but still 
ended up with Canada’s first minority 
government since 1979. Provincially, 
the Tories won their 10th consecutive 
majority government, but Alberta Al- 
liance candidate Paul Hinman won 
his seat in Cardston-Taber, planting 
the seeds for the currently resurgent 


ADMISSION: 


Wildrose Alliance. Undoubtedly the 
biggest surprise was municipally, 
where first-term Ward 1 councillor 
Stephen Mandel defeated incumbent 
Bill Smith and perceived challenger 
Robert Noce with a surprise late-in- 
the-campaign surge to become Ed- 
monton's 34th mayor. 


2005 


A tumultuous year begins with trage- 
dy, as James Roszko killed four Mount- 
ies on his farm near Mayerthorpe, the 
biggest loss of police life in Canada 
in over 100 years. Labour strife also 
dominates the news in Canada and Al- 
berta: the NHL remained shut down by 
a player lockout begun in 2004, while 
CBC employees would strike in Au- 
gust and pickets outside Tyson Foods 
are rife with allegations of threats and 
violent confrontation on the part of 
the employer. 

In better news, summer saw the le- 
galization of gay marriage across Can- 
ada, making us only the fourth coun- 
try in the world to extend such rights. 
The Alberta government backed down 
from its threats to invoke the notwith- 
standing clause, perhaps because its 
pockets were full: April saw the an- 
nouncement of the first debt-free bud- 
get, celebrated with the announce- 


ment of $400 prosperity cheques for. 


each Albertan. Our Ralph bucks ar- 
rived in January of 2006. 


2006 


After the Liberals are defeated in a 
vote of no-confidence, Stephen Harp- 
er's Conservative party forms its first 
government, a minority. The ineffec- 
tual leadership of Paul Martin would 
see the Liberals hold a leadership race, 
with perceived third-place candidate 
Stephane Dion sneaking through the 
middle to take control. A similar situ- 
ation would happen in Alberta: after 
Premier Klein nearly fails a leadership 
review (and later admits the province 
had no plan for the tar sands boom), 
he steps down, and Ed Stelmach, most 
PC voters’ second choice, sneaks into 
the premiership on the second ballot. 

Casualties in Afghanistan ramp up as 
Canada, including the Princess Patri- 
cia Canadian Light Infantry, takes the 
lead in the southern province of Kan- 
dahar. Meanwhile, Whyte Ave sees 
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two months of near riots, as fans take 
to the streets to celebrate the Oilers’ 
ultimately futile cup run. 


2007 


It's a rough year for law enforcement. 
In January, the government finally is- 
sues an apology and a cash settlement 
to Maher Arar for his wrongful de- 
tainment as a terror suspect, while in 
October a group of Mounties taser Pol- 
ish immigrant Robert Dziekanski to 
death at the Vancouver International 
airport, an incident that reveals ques- 
tionable conduct by officers and brass 
at the RCMP. 

More locally, the EUB is caught spy- 
ing on homeowners who oppose a 
new high-voltage transmission line. 
It's hardly the only episode of pro- 
vincial malfeasance, however: re- 
ports from both a multistakeholder 
committee and the government- 
conducted Royalty Report are largely 
ignored by the government in favour 
of business as usual in the tar sands. 
On a positive note, the fall sees the 
upset election of Don Iveson as Ward 
5 councillor. 


2008 


Elections would again dominate the 
headlines, first with the Stelmach- 
lead Tories taking 72 of 83 seats in the 
legislature—this despite blogger Dave 
Cournoyer's prank involving the link- 
ing of a faux-Stelmach website to the 
Wikipedia profile for Harry Strom, 
a stunt which had the Premier mull- 
ing over suing the blogger. The Tories 
would get more egg on their face in 
April, when over 500 ducks die ona 
tailings pond near Fort McMurray, 
bringing global attention the impact 
of tar sands development. 

Federally, an election in October saw 
the Conservatives retain their minor- 
ity, though some good news came to 
Edmonton when NDPer Linda Duncan 
was the only non-Conservative MP 
elected in Alberta. Harper's govern- 
ment was almost short-lived, but the 
proroguing of Parliament in Decem- 
ber held off an attempt to form a coali- 
tion government by the Liberals, NDP 
and Bloc. W 


2009's biggest news stories can be found 
on page 5. 
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1 


3 
Britney Spears 


2 Sexy Chic 
David Guetta 


3 TiK ToK 
Ke$ha 


4 Throw Ya Hands Up 
tereos 
5 Hotel Room Service 
Pitbull 
6 Fire Burnin 


Sean Kingston 


7 Down 
Jay Sean 


8 Best! Ever Had 
Drake 


9 Party In The USA 
Miley Cyrus 


10 Whatcha Say 
Jason Derulo 


TEXT “DIBS" TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 
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Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 


Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 


Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
Saving appointment 
today! 


Call 1888 2 DONATE . 
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| COMMENT >> TECH LAW 2009 


hd ' 


The year to the letter 


Michael Geist's alphabet outlines the past year in tech law 


The past 12 months in law and technol- 


ogy were exceptionally active, with new : 
Canadian Radio-television : 
and Telecommunications Commission : 
hearings, national consultations and very : 


legislation, 


public battles over digital issues. A 
look back at 2009 from A to Z: 
Ais for the Anti-Counterteiting 
Trade Agreement, the secret 

copyright treaty that gener- 

ated opposition at home and 

abroad as details on proposed 
language leaked out. 


B is for Chet Baker, the former jazz 


great and current lead plaintiff in a : 
$6-billion copyright class-action lawsuit : 
filed against the Canadian recording in- : 
dustry for its failure to pay artists for the : 


use of their work. 


Cis for the Conference Board of Canada, : 
which withdrew three intellectual prop- : 
erty reports after acknowledging they : 


contained plagiarized material. 


sidered by a committee next year. 


Eis for eBay power sellers, who faced anag- : 
gressive campaign by the Canada Revenue : 
Agency to collect unpaid GST. The cam- : 
paign followed a successful legal effort to : 
force eBay to disclose the sellers' identities. : 

: Ois for one-click, the controversial Ama- 
zon.com business method patent that : 
: The crown corporation objected to a 
: union-inspired video about the mail car- 
: rier’s CEO. 


F is for Facebook, which agreed to make : 
significant privacy changes following a : 
: ent Appeal Board. 


well-publicized investigation by the Pri- 
vacy Commissioner of Canada. 


G is for Google Street View, which : 
launched in Canada this fall, but not : 
before a House of Commons commit- : 
tee probed the likely impact of the new : 
: Q is for the Queen v. Vasic, a criminal : 
> case in which an Ontario court ruled that : 
combining Internet provider customer : 
name and address information with IP : 
: He can be reached at mgeist@uottawa. 
: ca or online at michaelgeist.ca. 


mapping feature 


H is for Louis Rene Hache, who was con- : 
victed on charges under the Criminal Code : 
for the illegal reproduction of the film Dan : 
: tion sensitive 


in Real Life at a Montréal movie theatre 
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: | is for i4i, the tiny Toronto firm that : 
scored a big patent victory over software : 
: class-action lawsuit neared a conclusive 
: settlement. 

) is for Canadian Heritage Minister : 
James Moore and Industry Min- : 
ister Tony Clement, who pre- : 
sided over Canada's first : 
national copyright consulta- : 
+ Tis for the TV Tax and Local TV Matters 
: marketing campaigns that irritated Cana- 
K is for CRTC chair Konrad : 
von Finckenstein, who was in : 
the spotlight with hearings on : 
regulation of new media, Internet : 
: of a national do-not-call list. 


giant Microsoft. 


tion since 2001. 


traffic management and broadcast fees. 


L is for lawful access legislation intro- : 
duced by Public Safety Minister Peter : 
: Van Loan in June. Bills C-46 and C-47 : 
: languished, however, and have yet to be : 
: Edmonton can't force pawnshops to up- 
: load personal client details to an outside 
M is for marketing claims on network : 
: speed and reliability, the subject of : 
: multiple lawsuits that forced Bell and : 
Dis for drugs for Africa legislation, which : 
unexpectedly passed second reading in : 
the House of Commons and will be con- : 


discussed at committee. 


Rogers to drop claims from their adver- 


tising campaigns. 


NDP parties. 


was denied validity by the Canadian Pat- 


P is for Psion, the Toronto-owned firm 


that threatened Dell over the use of the : 


term “netbook.” 


address data could render the informa 


R is for Heather Robertson, the freelance 
writer whose longstanding copyright 


S is for spam legislation that was intro- 
duced by Tony Clement in April. Bill C-27 
is currently before the Senate. 


dians from coast to coast. 
U is for unwanted telemarketing calls 
that kept coming despite the existence 


V is for Joanne Veit, an Alberta judge 
who ruled that Alberta Information and 
Privacy Commissioner Frank Work was 
wrong when he concluded the City of 


company’s database. 


W is for WindMobile, the operating 


: name of Globalive, a new wireless carrier 
: that was told by the CRTC that it did not 
: comply with foreign control restrictions, 
N is for net neutrality, which made : 
: regulatory and political progress with : 
the release of new CRTC guidelines : 
as well as garnering political support : 
from both the federal Liberal and : 
? reported it is considering. 


only to have the federal cabinet overrule 
the regulator weeks later. 


X is for the future "X" on electronic vot- 
ing technologies, which Elections Canada 


: Y is for YouTube, which received a video 


takedown demand from Canada Post. 


Z is for Zoocasa, the real estate search 
site that was sued by Century 21 Canada 
for scraping listings from Its website. W 


Michael Geist holds the Canada Research 
Chair in Internet and E-commerce Law at 
the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law. 


MacEwan 


think Ahead 


Can't get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus of Grant MacEwan 
University, the Preparation for University and College 
program can help you improve your high school grades, 
earn university and college level credit and receive a 


personalized plan for success. 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 


Call 780-497-4029 for information or visit: 
www.MacEwan.ca/preparation 
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ALT HEALTH >> YEAR IN REVIEW 


The upside of down 


The last year «dict plenty of discussion 


on alternatives 


What a year it was again in health : 
news. Here in Alberta many were an- : 


gered by our government's easy 
attribution of Fort Chip's can- 
cer rates to chance. Then, by 
way of an early Christmas 
present David Schindler's 
research into carcinogens 
along the Athabasca River 
made news and gave us hope © 
that the New Year will bring 
something more honest, compas- 


sionate and responsible for the casual- : 
: medications to at-risk groups in our in- 


ties of tar-sands development. 


Closer to home, personally, my take : 
on how our diets impact our health : 
generated some interesting conversa- ; 
tions with friends. One friend, feeling : 
my generalizations on the declining : 
health of boomers were perhaps a tad : 
bleak, suggested some stories of boom- : 
ers running marathons and climbing : 
Mt. Everest as a bit of an antidote to : 
the bleakness. His mom, 83, is in excel- : 
lent health, takes courses at university : 
: or the malignancies? ... 


and travels. 


His mom's good health is absolutely : 
worth celebrating. But an 83-year-old : 
in excellent health kind of supports my : 
perspective: she has, for much of her : 
: But pharmaceuticals are where it's 
: at—or so the industry wants to keep 


life, been spared our modern over-med- 
icated, over-vaccinated, over-indulged 


under-nourished, sedentary and toxic : 
: that have sustained human civilizations 


environment. 


Besides, we do hear the inspirational : 


stories about those heroically gettin 
up at 5 am to get fit, those climbin 
mountains both real and figurative 
those surviving horrific cancer interven 
tions, those staying active into thei 


or diabetes. 
4 
= J 
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It's actually not bleakness | want to 
bring, but hope for those who fail to 
stay well in our modern world of 
food and medicines our grand- 
mothers wouldn't recognize 
as food or medicine. For 
these, | want to offer an ap- 
proach that differs from the 
one that failed them. 

This year, the 25th anniver- 
sary year of the discovery of 
HIV, also brought plenty about ini- 
tiatives to increase delivery of AIDS 


ner cities and to Africa. And it included 
strikingly little from critics of such 
initiatives, critics such as Vancouver's 
John Hardy who earned a PhD on the 
basis of a 10-year study into the rela- 
tionship between dentistry and HIV/ 
AIDS, and who, in a phone interview 
earlier this year, told me that the con- 
sequences of potent AIDS drugs could 
be enormous. "Who will be there to 
help them when they develop anemia, 
I'd think mal- 
nourishment and the immediate medi- 
cal problems of these groups ought to 
be looked after first." 


us believing—even though it isn't drugs 


since forever. And so we forget that 
those with vested interests are exceed- 
ingly good at manufacturing consent, 
that they have the best public-rela- 
tions people working for them and that 


! much of our health news comes from 
90s. What we hear little about are the : 
growing numbers (and yes, they are : 
growing) of people barely into their : 
20s or 30s living in constant pain that : 
nobody can help, or those barely past : 
the 40-year mark who, despite having : 
shunned bad habits and bad foods in : 
exchange for exercise and veggies, are : 
suddenly facing cancer or heart disease : 
: awarded last year to Peter Duesberg 
: and Celia Farber for their work on AIDS. 
: The SSI, whose purpose it is to defend 
: maliciously targeted health-care profes- 
: sionals, launched an investigation into 
: the challenge and promised to rescind 
= the awards if the investigation yielded 
: reason to do so. The awards stand. 


the press releases they generate. We 
forget that they have every reason to 
perpetuate the myth that medication- 
first, food-second is an appropriate or- 
der of action. 

Related, and also noticeably absent 
from the major media was the contro- 
versy around the Semmelweis Society 
International's (SSI) Clean Hands Award, 


Here's to hope that health news will be 


: a little less politically correct and indus- 
: try friendly in 2010, that we'll give a Lit- 
: tle less credit to the extremely powerful 
: and wealthy and a little more to those 
: living downstream of dirty industry, or 
: living on corn in faraway worlds and on 
: noodles in our own inner cities. W 


—— 


.  Oiler-wise, '09 is not ending well. How about 
a 31 loss in Minnesota, a 4-1 loss in Van- 


couver and, most painful of all, a 4-1 loss : 
to (gag, cough, spit) Calgary? The Calgary : 


loss marked a seven-game losing streak for 
the team. Playoffs look like a dream and 
last place overall looks like a possibil- 
ity. As of Tuesday night, only the 
Carolina Hurricanes could look 
up to See Edmonton's ass end in 
the standings. Even the Maple 
Leafs were ahead of Edmonton. 
That's bad. 


Decade in Review Part 2 Frankly, 
Id rather take a trip down memory lane 
than whine about the team's woes. We've 
got four more months to whine, don't we? 


From Bryan Allen to Sergei Zholtok In : 
the last decade (January 1, 1999 until De- : 


cember 28, 2009—forgive me, | missed 
two games this year) 123 different skaters 


suited up for the Oilers. Put that figure in = 


More of the decade 


7 - year 2009 is almost complete. And, : 


: your pocket and save it for a trivia question. 
: Those 123 players dressed for a combined : 
total of 13032 man-games (regular season) : 

and scored 5400 points for an average of 
O41 points per game. 67 (or 54 percent) : 
: of those players were Canadian boys. The 


Russian, 6 Finnish, 4 Swedish and 2 
German players dressed. In the 
last decade, the team also fea- : 

player on the roster. 76 of the 


were blueliners. 


: As selected by a panel of me. 
: with 595 regular season games) 
cade, great mullet) 


t game) 
Defense: Janne Niinimaa (270 regular season 


BOB THE ANGRY FLOWER 
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tured a single English, Slova- : 
kian, Swiss and Latvian born : 


games; 136 points) 

Jason Smith (tough; integral) 

Goal: Tommy Salo (23 shutouts) 
Honourable mentions: Georges Laraque, 


: Doug Weight (90 point season in 2000-0), 


best of the decade), Fernando Pisani (06 
playoffs), Chris Pronger, Michel Riesen, firi 


: Dopita (OK—not the last three), 


: : Firsts (and lasts) of the decade First Oiler 
: Oilers also had 19 Americans, 13 Czech, 7 : 


goal of the decade: Roman Hamrlik assisted 


: by Doug Weight and Janne Niinimaa—Janu- 
: ary 1, 2000 against the Coyotes. That game 


was also the first Oiler win of the decade, 
Last goal: TBD New Year's Eve 2009 in 
Calgary. Somebody better score. First loss: 


i January Tl, 2000 against Dallas (3-2). First 
players were forwards and 47 : 


tie: January 3, 2000 in Colorado (2-2). Last 


; tie: March 9, 2004 in Calgary (1-1). First 
: fight: January 7, 2000: Sean Brown fought 
The All-Decade Team (2000 ~ 2009): : Tampa's Reid Simpson in Edmonton, The 
: Oilers won 5-1, * 

: Forwards: Shawn Horcoff (led the group : 


: Oiler player of the week: With three more 
Ryan Smyth (seven seasons during the de- : 


losses last week, the OPOTW (as selected 


A : byapanel of me)is Ryan Potulny. The young 
: Ales Hemsky (443 games, 0.80 points per : 


forward scored two of the mere three goals 


: the team eked out last week. Honourable 
¢ Mention: Ryan Stone. Ryan Week! VW 


SUDDENLY BOB 15 ATTACKED By 


HEADIESS BB 


KOMONTON 
Teppan Grill 
& Sushi Bar 


10126-100 Street 
Edmonton 


Teppan Grill 
& Lounge 


10258-104 Street 
Edmonton 


For reservations call 


780.422.6083 


think Balance Fae 


In life, there is no balance, only 
balancing. We are constantly juggling 
home, work and personal interests in 
an effort to acheive a sense of 
balance in our lives. 


Understanding the need for balance, 
MacEwan offers courses on a part 
time basis to fit into your schedule 
where and when you need them. You 
can take a course in the evening, on 
the weekend, or through computer 
managed learning. 


Before you know it, you will graduate 
with your degree or diploma. A more 
balanced employee, a more balanced 
individual. A more balanced life. 


University and college 
credit part-time. 


Start in January. 
~ www.MacEwan.ca/balance 


Ne 


UP FRONT //9 


ove 


Jackpot! 


Switch to TELUS TV’ and save. 


Switching your TV to TELUS is easy, Just 
especially when you hear the price. fe) 
Sign up today and get: 5 


= 1month FREE 

= Superb picture and sound quality } mo* 
w Professional installation for 6 months in a bundle, 

@ 24/7/365 technical support no contract required. 


Switch today and save. Call 310-MYTV (6988). 


ial clients in Edmonton only who have oot subscribed within the past 90 days to TELUS TY service ose 


rad. Ofer includes the Eseantials (84 pre-sekected charwmis) Other channels and packages evetebie for additera! . . 
mth 7. TELUS reserves the right to chenge the chiannl lineup. Prices may vary witheut natice. © 2008 TELUS ; the future is friendly* 
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SKIING // AT NIGHT 


Lights out '09 


Sometimes you can ski more clearly in the dark 


JEREMY DERKSEN 
// JEREMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
‘m inhabiting a Matisse painting. 
Floodlights spill orange haze into 
the forest, sculpting shadowy purplish 
hips, thighs and breasts into the snow. 
Although I had always been vaguely 
aware of skiing's inherent sensuality, 
it is not until this late-night dalliance 
in the glades at Mount Washington, 
BC, that I truly understand. Unlike the 
fumbling virgin assaults on so many of 
those angular, slender mistresses, all 
elbows and knees, Whiskey Jack Glades 
is soft and fluid. In this gauzy twilit 
boudoir the movements of the body are 
guided less by sight than by feel. 
Underbrush parts of its own accord. 
I float on fresh linen, billowing lightly 
in my wake. Amid the spare palette 
of purple snow, black trees, orange- 
white light, my motions are guided by 
instinct. Free and at ease, I master the 
canvas like few others in my life, as- 
sured, confident and satisfied. 


They say you always remember your 
first. The foreplay had begun at Fat 
Teddy's, Mount Washington's on-hill 
lounge, on New Year's Eve. The events 
leading up to that moment are a blur. 

My co-conspirator and I were five 
days into a road trip that started in Rev- 
elstoke. From there it went something 
like this (deep breath): late-night Atari 
blizzard down the Coquihalla, sketch- 
ing out Whistler waterfalls, Whistler 
aprés at the GLC, 5 am Nanaimo ferry, 
$17 in Canadian Tire money traded for 
breakfast at the A&W in Nanaimo, 
car change in the Mount Washington 
resort parking lot and a leg pounding 
in the double black Outback under a 
bluebird day. 

Cresting the last chair at 3 pm to re- 
turn to the front of the mountain, we 
could see the storm coming in. Sun- 
beaten, we strode into Teddy's to find 


So ee re rrr IU LLL CUD LM ELLUM LON LOL ELMULNUOE MLE EM 


Sees ULLAL LLL LL LLL LLL LLL DLL LETC 


fii, 


/ Pate Nguyen 


the place packed—no way to get a table 
of our own. Instead, we approached 
a table with empty seats and begged 
several hours’ shelter. The place was 
brimming with energy and soon we 
were enveloped in its dimlit embrace. A 
rowdy table nearby roped us into shots 
for "Irish New Year's," which I suspect 
was UK liftie slang for "whenever the 
buzz tails off.” 

I've since found out that this kind of 
friendly revelry is common at Teddy's. 
"We're a one-bar town so you know that 
Fat Teddy's goes off on New Year's Eve ... 
no doubt about it!" says Brent Curtain, 


media contact at Mount Washington. 
"We havea lot of peoplehead out forsome 
turns between 4 pm and 7 pm, go back to 
the chalet to eat dinner, then head out for 
festivities afterwards." We just stumbled 
upon this formula by accident. 

On New Year's Eve, many people head 
for the mountains. Some ski, board or 
sled, but the primary focus is to party in 
an alpine atmosphere. There are some 
obvious reasons for this. 

Sure, geographical beauty, palatial 
chalets and five-star service are part 
of the allure, but more importantly ski 
culture has a somewhat promiscuous 


snowboards 


4211-106 Street Edmonton 


780-413-4554 


reputation. Add to that higher aineides 
increase alcohol intoxication at a ratio 
of up to one to three, If you're living in 
Western Canada, looking for an exotic 


OTST NCO CCECLECEEEEECEEOTUUTE OUT TTCE 


Yet this had nothing to do with why we 
were there. It was the cusp of 2007, the 
first year the Outback was open, the 
first season at Revelstoke and a heady 
storm season was bringing snow to 
the coast and waves to Tofino's surf 
beaches. In all, over a metre would 
drop at the resort in the four days we 
spent on island 

[t started that evening. Thick, fat flakes 
When we emerge from Teddy's it's dark, 
but the Whiskey Jack is still spinning. 
The maiden of opportunity. 

Mount Washington opened for night 
skiing about 10 years ago. In 2007, the 
year we visit, the resort has just opened 
the upper chair. Most night skiing, here 
and elsewhere, takes place on open, 
groomed runs or in terrain parks. 

Night has become a common setting 
for freestyle events, lit up by halo- 
gens, camera flashes and glow sticks 
"The young groms love to hit up 
the rails and features in the Stomp- 
ing Ground terrain park under the 
lights,” Curtain says. It's all kiss and 
tell, classic exhibitionism. I'm seek- 
ing something more subtle 

I follow the hem of the trees, tracing 
it gently before slipping inside under 
cover of night. Something about this 
Virgin territory heightens the sense of 
adventure, It's an illicit transgression, 
skiing fast and half blind in the dusky, 
deserted trees 

Ahead of me are shadows and shapes. 
Only split seconds to read and react. But 


SVVTTITEUEUUUVTUTIUUNOUOVOTITEEEUUOTOVOTOUOLECUCOVOOOTUOTEERUUEUTTUOOOIIELETOOUOTTOETEOUEOVOCTONONUOOUUOECOUCTOONT TO OOOOECUEEECLUNTOTUOUOCUCCDECUTUEETOONTONNUONO TO OOOO UCUCCCCLLL 


"Darkness is our last wilderness.” 
—The Black Grizzly of Whiskey Creek, Sid Marty 


location to ring in the new year with 
drink, smoke and booty, a resort town is 
a popular choice. 

All the more exotic for those for 
whom the mountains are a distant 
destination (like, say, Edmontonians). 


in the moment, time slows, revealing its 
fluid nature—past quickly slipping by 
at the peripheral of my vision, the clar- 
ity of the present moment accelerated 
and the future obscured in the dark of 
one glistening, furtive night. © 


SELECTION ! 


Over 520 different snowboards in stock. 
Over 110 different models of bindings. 


Oe 80. different 


models of boots. 


me check us out! 
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MEDITATION // ROAD TRIPPING 


Home and away 


On skiing's nomadic roots 


KEITH LIGGETT 

// KEITHL@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
here is one basic rule. Travel hap- 
pens when the lifts are closed. If 

the hill is open, you ski. 

Life gains focus through the lens of 
a moving windshield. Packing a cou- 
ple pairs of skis, duffel full of clothes, 
a handful of maps and brochures as 
possible (but unlikely) future refer- 
ence and lighting out for the territo- 
ries is a reasonable way to clear the 
cobwebs out. Cheaper and faster than 
a shrink. You also have the option of 
bringing along a friend or three. 

Thus, at something after 4 pm on any 
winter Friday, cars loaded with skis, 
boards, turtlenecks and beer stream 


oom er TTR RAVAN MBM 


€FARMADA 


AVAILABLE AT ... 


out of Edmonton. Somewhere out 
there a ski area just shut down. When 
they wake in the morning, we'll be in 
the parking lot waiting for first chair. 

During college, one of my close friends 
had access to a family condo in Vail. I 
owned a Volvo station wagon that got 
great mileage and ran like a tractor. 
Dirt-poor college students, we'd be sit- 
ting around Friday afternoon wonder- 
ing about the weekend ahead and look 
at Jim. "Is the condo open?” 


One quick call. If it was, we'd be on 
the road in half an hour. From Grin- 
nell College in Iowa to Vail, Colorado, 
860 miles (almost 14 000 km). Our 
best time clocked in at just over 11 
hours. We'd be at the ticket windows 


connection with alpine sport // jeremy Derksen 


before the lifts opened. Ski our brains 
out for two days. Party all night Sat- 


IDACESETTER wutie7 3 
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DASHBOARD CONFESSIONAL >> The road has a profound influence on skiers’ 


how life really is. 

So the next time you hesitate about 
heading into the mountains for the 
weekend, just say, "Yes." The simple 
clarity of the mountains will slide you 
through the next week when you can 
say “yes” again and start all over. W 


urday. Sunday, as the aprés ski died 
down, we'd pack it up and head back 
east. Tan, rested and ready for classes 
Monday morning. 

Two long days on the hill. One long 
night of party. And two long, dark 
nights of driving cross-country. A 
tonic for the mind. A straightening of 
the mental process. 

Leaving, even for a weekend, pro- 
vides a fair measure of clarity. When 
the windshield points east out of the 
mountains, we carry the mountains 
with us back to the flats, to the prai- 
ries. We carry the best run. The best 
fall. A vision of how life could be. 
And, more importantly, a vision of 


vVaits m ink and never 

Company is good. Solo road trips 
become habit forming, exaggerating 
socially dysfunctional tendencies. 
Take a friend. Road trips with com- 

_panions are experiences in bonding. 
Good. Bad. Rarely indifferent. 

Let it loose. Fill up the tank, stop 
at the local Sleep is for Sissies for 
some go-juice and point that nose 
toward the mountains. — 

All you lose is some sleep. And we 
all know, sleep is for sissies. W 


2833 vertical ft SOSR¢dkiehbleaaes 8 powder bowls 


skicastle.ca | 1.888.SKITONS 


Check out castlevacations.ca for the Best in the West ski’n sleep packages 
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WINTER // CELEBRATION 


"Tis the season 


Embracing aprés ski in an urban setting 


ERIN COOK 
// ERINCOOK@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
pie ofcrash matting is you do 
not talk about crash matting. Lacking 
legitimate toboggans, you barrel down 
crusty ski slopes after a solid eight hours 
of riding and a few warming beverages. 
The faint of heart end up skidding down 
with snow burn on exposed flesh; the 
brave land safe at the bottom with frozen 
tears of hysterics. 

Ifit sounds a little ridiculous, that's the 
point. Crash matting is just one of many 
improvised aprés ski activities that have 
arisen out of the exuberance of a great 
day's riding. When it's followed up with 
upbeat, live music and a room full of 
goggle tans in a warm, but not too warm, 
locale, what results is a quintessential 
Canadian experience. 

Call it what you want, our culture is en- 
trenched in this cycle—winter sport fol- 
lowed by celebration and some form of 
art or wild antics. Those of us who grew 
up dressed like the Michelin Man on skis 
and flopping in the snow see child-like 
opportunity, not cold desolation, in ev- 
ery falling snowflake. 

This is precisely what festival organiz- 
ers had in mind when they mastefmind- 
ed Winter Light 2010, a celebration of 
winter recreation and culture in Edmon- 
ton. "We wanted to introduce what's 
viewed as mountain culture to our urban 
landscape,” says Matthew Decor, Winter 
Light's recreational director, emphasiz- 
ing the natural pairing of winter recre- 
ation and culture in the city. 

In testament to this cross-pollination, 
the Winter Light team plans to pair pro- 
fessional photographers with freestyle 
skiers to capture the mid-air creativity 
inherent in the art of freestyle. "The com- 
bination of professional and recreational 
skiers and photographers and artists 
at this event (Illuminations) shows the 
newcomers and up-and-comers the full 
extent of where the sport is going,” notes 
Decor. "It instils positive winter experi- 
ences and associations.” 

Freestyle skiing and a GT racing 
track, music, winter art, visions of light 
and fire, storytelling and performance: 
Decor and his team have nailed the el- 
ements of a legendary snow party and 
shaped it for our urban snowscape. 
What's not to celebrate? 

So, enough with the endless grum- 


bling and depressing Facebook statuses. 
Whether or not you're attending or host- 
ing a snow party, plan to incorporate one 
of the eight Winter Light events into 
your night. Festivities commence at the 
Mispon Gala on January 6 and close with 
Iluminations on March 12. Allevents are 
free and completely sustainable, with le- 
gitimate toboggans on hand. W 


ULTIMATE SNOW HOSTING 


x 


pices, You've just 
lopes after a full day. 
je momentum with high- 


Use tiki torches or LED lights to provide 
visibility and atmosphere for outdoor 
F activities. For the more talented, try 
snow sculpture. Involve guests in build- 
“ing a snow castle or a mint ski-jump. 
Have sor orts gear, shovels or a 
stockpile of sno handy and then 
just let things take their natural course. 


8B ‘out your old Sun Ice one-piecer 
‘or fitted, fluorescent bell-bottom 
snow pants. Outdated snow apparel Is 
: humorous than ugly Christ- 
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* four single day passes to TOTAL VALUE OF 
Manrmor Basinivain $750 
* Vouchers worth $250 < 
towards accommodation; YOuRS FOR 0} 


and $200 towards food at 
Papa George’s Restaurant 


at THE Astoria InN 


$450 


Vue Weekly has two package 
office hours 


Edmonton West 


10951 170 Street 780.484.2700 
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SNowW VALLEY 60cm base. ee and 9 runs open. 


Sun RIDGE 60cm base. 7 lifts and 14 runs open. 
x EDMONTON SKr CLUB Open. 
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CANADA OLYMPIC PARK: 6 lifts and 7 runs open. 


CASTLE MOUNTAIN. 57-175cm base. 20cm of new snow. 


LAKE LOUISE+ 90-114cm base, 10cm new snow. 9 lifts and 322 


Tunsopen. 


“Marmot BASIN: 118cm base, 13cm of new snow. 8 lifts and 19 


Tuns open. 


Mr. NoRQUAY: 90cm base, Ocrnew snow. 23 runs open. 


NAKISKAs» 45-79cm base, 54 runs open. 


SUNSHINE VILLAGEe 110cm base, 10cm of new snow. 12 liftand 


100 runs open. 
TAWATINAW- Open. 


Kinosoo RipGke 53cm base. 10 nins and 3 lifts open. 


WETASKIWIN SKI CLUBe Open. 
MISERY MOUNTAIN: Open. 
NITEHAWKe Open. 


BC. 


APEX 112cm base, 3¢m of new snow. 4 lifts and 57 runs open. 
Bic WHITE « 134cm base, 5cm of new snow. 16 lifts and 112 runs 


open. 


FERNIEe. 160cm base, 2cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 111 nuns open, 


KICKING HORSEe 126cm_base, 4cm of new snow. 


KIMBERLEYe 89cm base, 4cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 72 runs 


open. 


Mr. WASHINGTON¢® 242cm base, 3cm of new snow. 60 runs 


open. 


PANORAMAe¢e 37-84cm base, ocm of new snow. 9 lifts and 118 


runs open. 


POWDER KING 214cm base, 8cm of new snow. 23 runs open. 


RED MouNTAINe 130cm base, 4cm of new snow. 6 lifts and 88 


runs open. 


REVELSTOKE: 142cm base, 4cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 46 runs 


open. 


TTT SS 


i 
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SILVER STAR® 94-125cm base, 8cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 108 x 


runs 


SUN PEAKS» 96-119cm base, 3cm of new snow. 11 lifts and 121 


runs open. 


WHISTLER/ BLACKCOMBe 217cm base, 1cm of new snow. 


WHITE WATERe 171cm base, 6cm of new snow. 


U.S.A. 


49 NoRTHe 81-160cm base. 5 lifts and 70 nuns open. 


BiG SK¥e 71-112cm base. 19 lifts and 142 runs open. 


CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN» 62cm base, 1cm of new snow. 


GREAT DIVIDE+63-76cm base, 13 cm of new snow. 


LooKOouT Pass» 89-152cm base, 2cm of new snow. 


Mr. SPOKANE: 56-129cm base. 5 lifts and 43 runs 


SCHWEITZER MT.+ 91 


1540cm base, 2cm of new snow. 


SILVER MrT. RESORT 38-109cm base, Ocm of new snow. 


SUN VALLEY 68-109cm base. 5cm of new snow. 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 30, 2009 


Goto SNOWZONE.CAato find web exclusive 


stories, links to resorts, 


and up-to-the- 


minute nordic conditions. 
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_ NORDIC // STRATHCONA WILDERNESS CENTRE 


Follow your nose drip 


Good advice key to starting out right in cross- country skiing 


ERIN COOK 
// ERINCOOK@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


t's a frigid Sunday morning-after, post 

Christmas wedding. I'm told cross- 
country skiing is one of the best cures for 
a hangover—exercise, crisp fresh air— 
and it's admittedly true. It's a swim-in- 
the-ocean kind of jolt—slight shock then 
elation and wonder that you ever consid- 
ered doing anything but this today. 

I'm not much of a resolution maker or 
follower, for that matter, but this winter 
I'm taking up nordic skiing as a way to 
embrace winter in the prairies and in 
spite of the sub-zero temperature days. 
After all, I can't possibly afford to spend 
every weekend in the mountains. 

I survey the parking lot as I pull into the 
Strathcona Wilderness Centre embar- 
rassingly late (follow the website map as 
Google Maps sends you to their mailing 
address in Sherwood Park). There is a 
shameful number of Subarus in the park- 
ing lot, which only confirms my belief 
that Subaru drivers typically run and ski 
and participate in any other sport that 
allows them to wear MEC clothing or 
tapered-spandex pants with zippers, but 
enough with clichés. 

I'm secretly jealous because my first 
question is, what does one wear nordic 
skiing? Approach this sport as youwould 
winter running. Wear clothes that allow 
you to be mobile and consider the fact 
that you'll start cold, but quickly warm up 
and begin sweating. 

Traditional snow pants are too warm; 
thin under layers are too cold. It's the Gol- 
dilocks complex. In my morning haze, 
I opt for a pair of, yes, MEC wind-and- 
water-resistant pants from my days as a 
chambermaid in Canmore, over my regu- 
lar snowboarding under layers. On the 
top, a wind-resistant winter shell is ideal 
over a few layers, depending on the day. 

Layers is the magic word here. I've re- 
cently invested in Meripo-wool long 
underwear and a turtleneck and recom- 
mend it for any cold-weather sport, like 
this, that makes you sweat. | brought 
heavy mittens, but ended up settling on 
the 99-cent one-size-fits-all gloves once 
the blood started flow. 


The Wilderness Centre staff is quick to 
outfit and guide me to a flat clearing in 
the Fox Loop, where I meet Lana Madsen, 
outdoor recreation programmer, and 
a half dozen fellow nordic newbies. “If 
there is one piece of advice I could offer to 
the beginner, it’s to rent equipment and 
take a lesson or two," she insists. "That 
way, you get a feel for the sport and know 
what type of equipment to buy, if and 
when you decide to.” 


Hf you're accustomed to downhill equip- 
ment, like me, don't let the length of, well, 
everything, startle you. "Your skis should 
be about a foot taller than you. Poles 
should reach just below your shoulders,” 
the Information/Rental Centre staff ad- 
vises me. 

Each of the beginnersin my lesson treads 
aunique track—gliding, leaning and shift- 
ing in an almost poetic way. Figure skaters, 
dancers and yogis must naturally excel at 
this sport. As I feign confidence with a 
hazardous 180-degree turn on my skis I 
overhear Madsen explaining the principle 
of balance and weight shifting to another 
beginner: "You know how your nose runs 
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when youre out in the cold? Just aim for 
the drip to fall right between your skis 
about a foot in front of your body.” Anec- 
dotes like this stick with beginners. 

The Wilderness Centre offers two-hour 
adult introductory lessons beginning in 
January, and in anticipation of the 2010 
Winter Olympics, the centre will host a 
three-day Olympic Expose from January 
1-3. 

"There'll be bobsleds, ski tours, torch 
races ... even geo-caching on skis,” notes 
Madsen. But most importantly, they will 
be offering toonie ski lessons. "The toonie 
lessons are a great opportunity for begin- 
ners to try the sport without investing 
much time or money." For under $15— 
$12.60 for adult rentals and $2 for an hour 
lesson—you'll be ready to challenge the 
novice trails at Strathcona on your own. 

Between laughter and disoriented skis, 
I've suddenly found a reason to love snow 
inthe city. V 


Jump'n | Jib inthe Park 
On New Year's Eve, Sherwood Park 
y and local sporting-goods 


hosting the second an- 
nual Jump'n Jib in the heart of 
the park at Broadmoor Lake. 
For your information, a jib is 
any object that a snowboarder 
can jump over or on. The object 
can be made of a number of things 


tires. The limited $10 registration closed 


it out and see what it takes for you to 


Riding Terrain 


Allan C 


Keyhole 


including rails, table tops, barrels or : 


Clemina Creek 


: Sherwood Park's New Year's Eve Festival 
and there'll be plenty of other ac : 


tivities to keep you entertained. 


jj Se 
Canadian freestyle team 
medals in China 

Our Canadian Freestyle Ski 
team was a long way from 
home before Christmas. While 
the mogul skiers pounded the 
bumps in Japan, the Canadian air force 


2 flipped through Chinese skies. Veteran 
on: December 30 but you can go down : 


and catch. our upcoming boarders in ac- : 
tion, There are several age categories : 
and plenty of prizes to dish about. Check ; 


Steve Omischl continues to lead the aer- 
ial men and although he finished a disap- 
pointing fourth he should be an Olympic 
threat. The ladies aerials were swept 


: by the Chinese and Veronika Bauer will 
compete next year. The event is part of : 


have to pick it up to force them off the 


Discover Ultimate 


Chappell Creek 


: Podium. In the moguls, Canadian Kristi 
: Richards and Jenn Heil are leading the 
: world and Quebec's Alexandre Bilodeau 
+ has already stood on a podium this year. 
; We should have a much clearer picture 
: following January 8 - 10 when the best 
{ mogul skiers and aerialists in the world 
$ descend on Calgary's Winsport Centre 
! (formerly Canada Olympic Park) for a 
} pre-Olympic freestyle World Cup event. 
: The mogul bashers will be pounding the 
} slopes on Friday and Saturday and tri- 
: ple-triples will be spinning through the 
+ air on Sunday. 


: Rich and famous at Sunshine 


If you're into star gazing you may want 


: to book a ski vacation at Sunshine Village 
: January 14 — 17. Alec Baldwin and Robert 
: F Kennedy, Jr. will once again be hosting a 
: fundraiser in support of the Water Keep- 
: ers Alliance. This group raises money for 
: the environmental protection of North 
: America’s waterways. In past years celebri- 
; ties like Michael Douglas, Catherine Zeta 
: Jones, Meg Ryan, Dan Akroyd and many 
; others have strapped on skis and boards 
: to compete in dual slalom races, toboggan 
} races and other snowbound events. If you 
: want to support the cause, there are tick- 
} ets for a big gala at the Banff Springs Hotel 
} that may be interesting. Slip on a tux or a 
gown and crack jokes with Dan Akroyd— 
: couldn't get much better could it? W 
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In vino, veritas 


Positively multiplying these days around 
Edmonton are wine bars. From Culina’s 
tiny Bibo on the southside to the newly- 
opened, ultra-chic Moriarty's downtown, 
many entrepreneurs are taking a stab at 
this emerging market. Enticing custom- 
ers through the door is a wide selection 
of wines by the glass paired with intrigu- 
ing food options. For those who enjoy a 
bustling urban core, it's one more thing 
that actually makes us feel like a big city. 
What's not to love? KS 


Honey and spice make 
everuate ae 


I used to dump teaspoon after teaspoon 
of white sugar into cups of tea or coffee 
and the occasional avocado shake. Three 
teaspoons of sugar later, my drink still 
wasn't sweet enough. I dumped another 
teaspoon as the threat of diabetes loomed 
over my head. Such problems disappear 
with honey and spices like cinnamon 
and nutmeg. The strong, distinct flavour 
of these natural sweeteners makes an 
equivalent amount of sugar pale in com- 
parison. Come breakfast time, honey and 
spice are food saviours—especially when 
added to oatmeal or spread on toast. 
They'll keep you feeling energized for the 
rest of the day, too! KG 


Availability of Good Beer 


Ten years ago, an Alberta beer drinker 
would be lucky to find Guinness or maybe 
Beck's in their local liquor store. The beer 
scene in our province was pretty thin. To- 
day, one store alone has over 600 different 
beers. Big change! What happened? Well, 
a few entrepreneurs, like Jim Pettinger at 
Sherbrooke Liquor, realized there was a 
market for craft-brewed beer. Albertans 
want to sample interesting beers from 
around the world. As a beer guy, I have 
tried more new beers in the past 10 years 
than I can count. And let's hope the next 
10 keep that trend going. JF 


Let them eat cake 


An appreciation for desserts—treally great 
desserts—has got to be one of the best 
trends of the last decade. We've tossed 
away our fear of fat and embraced indulg- 
ing in style. Thanks to masters such as 
The Art of Cake, Queen of Tarts and Duch- 
ess Bake Shop, we now have someplace 
to turn when nothing but the best will 
do. Real butter, rich cream and Cailebaut 
chocolate star in some of the most luxuri- 
ous creations ever. Finally we're embrac- 
ing the notion that everyone deserves to 
be spoiled once ina while. JH 


Out your front door 


Starting with Berkeley California's Chez 


Panisse in the early '70s, the local food 


movement has been creeping across the 
world and made quite the entrance in 
our fair burg during the:past decade. An 
explosion of farmers’ markets and restau- 
rants absolutely consumed by letting you 
know the provenance of what you're eat- 
ing has led to some of the most flavourful 
and satisfying meals available anywhere. 
Though a backlash is probably schedule 
for early 2012, let's hope this is a trend that 


doesn't go away. BB 
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Tiny Bubbles 


Bubble tea has been around since the 
1980s, but the past decade saw a whole 
bunch of bubble-tea places spring up all 
around Edmonton. My favourite is the 
Dream Tea House, where I've enjoyed 
more bubble tea and hours of conversa- 
tion with friends than anywhere else in 
town during the last few years. Of course, 
many other bubble-tea restaurants dot 
this town, and new ones keep opening up. 


What's more, plenty of other restaurants 
offer bubble tea on the menu, even if they 
aren't specifically tea places. MK - 


Sounds cheesy 


For too long, grocery-store cheeses con- 
sisted of cheddar and marble and, if you 
were lucky, mozzarella. As the 20th cen- 
tury wore on, more exotic cheeses ap- 
peared. Missing from this selection, how- 
ever, was artisan cheese. Artisan cheese 
is nothing new, forit has been hand-man- 
ufactured on farms for centuries. Finally, 
in the 'oos, it has been readily available to 
the general populace at specialty shops 
and farmers’ markets. Artisan cheeses, 
because they are manufactured on a 
small scale using traditional methods, 
offer more complexity in flavour and ap- 
pearance than commercially-manufac- 
tured cheeses. To taste artisan cheese is 
to experience dairy they way it should be. 
May the trend continue. LV 


Good Fast Food 


When one thinks of mall food, one doesn't 
necessarily equate the word "innovation" 
with it. Instead mall food courts typically 
represent our fast favourites. Therefore, a 
walk through Southgate's new food court 
speaks volumes about the changing na- 
ture of our favourite fast food in Edmon- 
ton over the past decade. Options in the 
mall reflect consumer demand around 
the city. Healthy pitas, stir fries, noodles 
and curries show that finally we seem to 


WORST 


People codes 


OK, so I've eaten a number of times at a 
restaurant that doesn't just discourage 
kids, it simply doesn't allow them. Come 
with kids under 10 and you'll be gently 
but firmly sent on your way. I couldn't de- 
cide whether this was the one of the best 
trends or one of the worst. I'm nota fan of 
screaming, misbehaving kids anywhere, 
whether they're my own or not. And I've 
seen far too many parents cart their kids 
to restaurants only to promptly ignore 
them. Allrules 


eem to go out the window. 


Besides, if it's your restaurant, shouldn't 
you be able to ide what and whom you 
serve? But my concern is what it might 


lead to. Should you really be denied access 


because you're not the right "fit" for the 
restaurant, whatever that fit may be? JH 


Half-price day-olds? 


With sushi restaurants commonplace 
even in landlocked Edmonton, the emer- 
gence of its convenience form—prepack- 
aged sushi—is readily found around the 
city. Some things—especially food involv- 
ing raw fish—should never, ever be made 
in advance. Oversized rolls, glutinous con- 
gealed rice and questionable fish—we're 
notsurewholikes this stuffbut apparently 
many do. KS 


Faux craft beers 


Early in the decade, the big, corporate 
brewers realized that their sales had stag- 
nated and that beer drinkers were turing 
theirattention to upstart craft breweries— 
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small, passionate brewers who put a lot of 
flavour into their beer. Never ones to allow 
profit to slip away, the corporate brewers 
started marketing their own pretend-craft 
breweries. Think of the various colours 
of Rickard's you can buy today (Red, Pale, 
White) or the Alexander Keith's line. They 
sell these beers as if they were well-crafted 
microbrews, but really they are insipid im- 
itations. Beware: read the label carefully to 
avoid pretenders. JF 


Vilification of Carbs 


"Carbs" is the pert, snotty nickname 
bestowed on carbohydrates, which per- 
meated our vernacular during the ‘oos. 
Indeed, low-carb diets enjoyed a renais- 
sance during this decade, initiating aban- 
donment of bread, pasta and rice. Over- 
consumption of refined carbohydrates, 
such as white sugar, is linked to elevated 


Our Very Own 
Fair Trade 
Organic 
Coffee 
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blood-sugar levels. However, complete 
elimination of carbs not only initiates the 
metabolically-risky process of ketosis, 
it wrongfully vilifies whole grains and 
removes the pleasure derived from eat- 
ing a freshly-baked cookie or a gorgeous 
bowl of pasta. Indeed, Sophia Loren is 
credited with saying {in reference to her 
renowned figure), "Everything you see, I 
owe to spaghetti.” LV 


understand that food that is fast does not 
have to be your stereotypical "fast food." 
Thank youdiversity!KS 


Asian fusion 


Asian Fusion blends together different 
types of foods from various origins and var- 
ious styles of cooking. Restaurants all over 
Edmonton have been teasing taste buds by 
combining sweet and spicy dishes from all 
over Asia into one restaurant. For example, 
spring rolls, Thai curries, Indian curries and 
coconut rice may all be part of one meal. 

This trend has become popular because it 
allowsa group of friends to satisfy all oftheir 
cravings in one meal and at one restaurant. 
If one person feels like Chinese while an- 
other person wants Vietnamese then they 
can go to an Asian Fusion restaurant. Usu- 
ally, a variety of dishes are ordered and each 
dish is shared among the party. SB 


A little means a lot 


Ihave spent exactly 10 years in Edmonton, 
so watching its culinary growth patterns 
rise and fall has been interesting. The best 
of our strengths come from keeping our 
choices regional and local as in Original 
Fare. Also, the vast amount of new and in- 
dependent restaurants that have opened 
and succeeded in the last 10 years is great. 
It seems you don't needa million dollars to 
open your trendy café anymore. This drive, 
determination and charm is Edmonton's 
best quality in a restaurateur. RP 


Buzz, buzz, buzz 


In an age where many people are not get- 
ting enough sleep, some people rely on 
energy drinks for a quick buzz to get them 
through the workday. These energy drinks 
also crept into the night life too. A marga- 
rita and other cocktails with a shot of an 


. energy drink such as Red Bull were all the 


rage on Whyte Ave. 

Energy drinks may offer a quick pick- 
me-up but the large quantities of caf- 
feine and sugar and their affects on your 
body outweigh the buzz. Most energy 
drinks contain 80 - 150 mg of caffeine. 
The energy drinks trend lasted about as 
long as the first caffeine high provided 
by the syrupy liquid. The average health- 
conscious consumer is now opting for a 
few more hours of sleep instead of an 
energy-drink stimulant. SB 
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For Vue's look back on 2009, two theatre 
critics pick out the good and the bad of the 
season past. 


David Berry 


Good: Highway 63: The Fort Mac Show 

Not only did this little play—it ran 
at Azimuth, albeit twice—finally take 
on the most pressing issue of living in 
Alberta, it did so in a way that proved 
that political messages and personal 
drama can exist side-by-side without 
either suffering. It would be worth see- 
ing for Greg Gale's incredibly natural 
performance as a transplanted New- 
foundlander alone, but add on a pretty 
gutting love story and a selection of in- 
sider looks at life in Fort Mac—literally 
everything from city councillors to rev- 
erends to retirees—and you have one of 
the most relevant, flat-out best shows 
to hit Edmonton's stages this year. 


Bad: Mixed Media 

From independent one-offs to the 
highest profile Citadel show, I have yet 
to see a truly seamless, natural blend 
of projections/video and live action 
on stage (excepting maybe our sketch 
comedy troupes). Too often itjust seems 
like projections are around to take 
some pressure off the actors by making 
things a bit more obvious for the audi- 
ence. It would be nice to see the theatre 
community reach out to some of the 
projection artists in the city—not just 
the set designers—and produce some 
work that's truly mixing medias, not 
just painting a set with moving images. 


Good: Workshop West 

Truthfully, Workshop's main-stage pro- 
ductions this calender year haven't been 
their strongest work. But I'll get behind 
any company with their devotion to 
producing local playwrights, a function 
that's been reenergized since Michael 


Winterlight 


\ Online at vueweekly.com 


Listamania continues! Brian Gibson tallies 
of best of the decade in television and 
graphic novels available exclusively online. 
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THEATRE // BEST OF 2009 


Trod the boards 


A glance at the highs and lows of the 2009 season 


Clark took over as AD. On top of that, 
Loud N Queer remains strong as ever 
and the new Canoe Festival is a fantastic 
place both for inventive and under-seen 
local alternative works (last year it was 
One and Maggie Now and the upcoming 
fest will feature Grumplestock's and PIG) 
and for esoteric theatre from around the 
globe. Communities need innovation 
and exposure to new ideas to grow, and 
Workshop West is on the forefront of 
keeping Edmonton theatre vibrant. 


Paul Blinov 


Good: Frank Zotter 

He's beena pretty regular fixture on Ed- 
monton stages for a few years now, but 
2009 just seemed like a bigger year for 
Frank Zotter: not only did he scoop up a 
Sterling Award for his harrowing, trou- 
bled performance in Shadow Theatre's 
Grace (among a steady flow of acting gigs 
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Fleet feet 


2009 capped off the decade of Edmonton 


dance with theatrical, funny and fresh moves 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


// FAWNDAG@VU EKLY.CO 


t may have been a tough decade for 
dance in Edmonton—especially af- 
ter the closing of Grant MacEwan's 
Contemporary program in 2004 and 
the subsequent exodus of young danc- 
ers seeking education in other urban 
centres—but 2009 proved to be a stel 
lar year for the resilient dance lovers in 
our town. 

To celebrate, here's yet another list of 
superlative moments on dance stages 
from the past 12 months. If you didn't 
catch a single one, maybe stock away 
some of that Christmas cash for a 
show—there will be plenty more dance 
candy in 2010 


Proudest moment for Edmontonian 
dancers: Mayor Mandel handed expat 
Aszure Barton keys to the city at the 
Jubilee back in January, proclaiming 
her Edmonton's official Ambassador 
of Contemporary Choreography before 
the Ballets Jazz de Montréal performed 
her acclaimed Les Chambres des Jacques 
/ Jack in a Box. This glowing moment 
was followed one month later by the ex- 
plosion (in size) of the Expanse Move- 
ment Arts Festival, which found its per- 
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manent home at the Roxy and grabbed 
more audiences than it ever has before. 


Funniest in-joke: Back in March, Mar- 
tin Bélanger and Productions LAPS 
stormed the Catalyst with Grande Théo- 
rie Unifée, a whirlwind, prop-addled 
romp through the entire freaking uni- 
verse through dance (sort of). While the 
whole piece left most of the audience 
in stitches, the dancers in the audience 
laugheda little harder when well-known 
Montréal dancer Anne Lebeau pulled 
out a killer Martha Graham impression, 
followed by Bélanger and the rest of the 
company performing a series of exag- 
gerated Graham-like contractions. 


Most addictive performance: Eryn 
Tempest's keeping silence on her dress 
was an intoxicating stand-out at Next- 
fest, also making an appearance in the 
Citadel atrium on International Dance 
Day. Phil Kloc's manic relationship with 
his typewriter and Travis Boa's accom- 
panying croon eerily highlighted Tem- 
pest's deadpan visage as she climbed 
over and through the front rows of the 
audience—the piece especially com- 
plimented by Patrick Arés Pilon and 
Julien Doucette-Preville's melting film- 
projection work. Each instance of the 


performance was so perfectly fleeting, 
it left you wanting to go back for more. 


Best interactive tour: Mile Zero's col- 
laboration with accordion sweetheart 
Wendy McNeill took over the whole 
of the Freemason’s Hall last March, 
offering a maze of bodies, charmingly 
odd characters and breathtaking re- 
veals. As halves of the audience were 
transported from one side of the velvet 
stage curtain to the other and at last up 
to the choir loft, Secret Diary of A Col- 
lapsed World (Part 1) showed a cast of 
dancers falling down stairwells, bun- 
gee-bouncing up walls and slithering 
over the stage floors—all dripping with 
antiquated sentimentality. McNeill's 
accordion, of course, was as theatrical 
and enchanting as ever. 


Freshest take on the guy-on-guy duet: 
Cole Humeny and Richard Lee's Man- 
Dance was an absolute riot at both the 
Expanse Movement Arts Festival and 
at Nextfest last Spring. Exploring the 
stereotypical weirdness and inevitable 
machismo of two hetero men dancing 
together, this pair used a combination 
of combat arts and amazing, deft physi- 
cality in a piece that not only made you 
laugh, it made you think. WV 


around town), but also slid into the direc- 
tor's chair for the first time with Unity 
(1918), which opened on Alberta Ave. Re- 
lentlessly talented, he seems poised for 
just as big of a year this time around— 
another Shadow production, possibly 
another directing project, for starters— 
and given that his output is matched by 
skill, we're lucky to have him. 


Good: Fringe BYOVs 

2009's Fringe had Bring Your Own 
Venues (where a performer stakes out 
their own performance space, instead 
of applying to the Fringe for one) out- 
numbering actual Fringe-sanctioned 
spots for the very first time. I'd call it 
an upgrade: a BYOV-heavy system let 
mainstay companies like those at the 
Varscona skip the lottery for an assured 
spot of their own choosing, opening up 
the lottery for newer local companies, 
and giving audiences the best choices of 
both well-established and new groups. 


Audiences responded, loud and clear: 
in danger of losing the title of "North 
America's biggest Fringe" to Winnipeg 
after their banner 2009, Edmonton's 
Stage a Revolution Fringe sailed high 
above previous North American box 
office records to set a new one (total: 
92100), some 10 000 more tickets sold 
than ever before. 


Bad: The loss of The Third Space 

I suppose this being the "worst" thing 
on my list is a pretty good sign for the 
theatre community as a whole (keep it 
up!), but the shut doors of Third Space 
left its home companies of Workshop 
West and Northern Light Theatre run- 
ning their seasons out of other the- 
atres. They're coping, in other words, 
but what the closure's real damage is 
in removing a cozy, customizable little 
playing space from a city and arts com- 
munity that could really do with one or 
two more ofits size. W 
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VISUAL ART // BEST OF 2009 


Rule of threes 


A trio of visual artists who 


made a difference in 2009 


AMY FUNG 
// AMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 

honestly don't know if enough hap- 

pens within the visual-arts scene for 
trends to emerge, but sticking to the 
positive side, a few individuals have re- 
ally stepped up in the last year and their 
efforts are duly noted. 

In thinking about the best shows of 
the past year, Josée Aubin Ouellette 
has been a common denominator. 
From the programming of the all- 
ages Hydeaway space which saw solo 
exhibitions by some of Edmonton's 
most promising emerging artists such 
as Justin Shaw and Alexander James 
Stewart to curating daringly different 
exhibitions by Chelsea Boos and Jona- 
than Kaiser during the usually bland 
lineup of Nextfest, Ouellette has also 
been active in her own artistic prac- 
tice as a painter, fashion designer and 
co-organizer of Institute Parachute, 
which has been involved in various ac- 
tivities such as organizing portable art 
festivals in the last few years. Working 
with what she's got, and remaining 
conceptual about her surroundings, 
Quellette is doing good work with no 
false pretensions. 

Another artist gaining momentum is 
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Gabe Wong. Meeting him during the 
preparation for his recent exhibition, 
Where Do You Come From? which gath- 
ered illustrators and graphic design- 
ers from across Canada for an edition- 
based poster show and accompanying 
art book, it was clear that Wong's sense 
of overwhelming meticulousness was 
the result of hitting full steam. As co- 
author and co-designer for the recently 
published We Eat Together cookbook as 
well as receiving one of the city's up- 
coming public art commissions, Wong 
is certainly flexing the multitude of 
possibilities for an Edmonton-based 
freelance illustrator. 

And in terms of injecting a new per- 
spective and energy into the arts com- 
munity, | will go on record and say how 
glad lam Anthea Black is back in her 
hometown after being away for over 
10 years as a print-based artist, a free- 
lance arts writer and curator and at one 
time the executive director of Stride in 
Calgary. From being the first exhibi- 
tions manager the AGA has ever had 
to organizing printmaking workshops 
for queer youth and holding arts writ- 
ing workshops and challenges, Black 
is genuinely interested in generating 
community in a critical and conceptu- 
ally challenging manner. WV 


Unshelved 


Re-opening decade's worth of covers 


For the moment at least, most of us still : 


read books that take up physical space. 
Scanning our libraries to recall a de- 
cade's reading requires movement. 
We walk from shelf to shelf in 
search of that terrific title that 
nearly slipped our minds. I've 
always sensed a kinship be- 


reading, the steps taken from 

one word to the next, the medi- 
tative spell we're placed under, the 
small choices that lead us farther from 


home, or deeper into story. I'm going to : so as to accumulate more royalties for his 


write about my most treasured books of : children after his death. This request was 


the century's first decade as | find them, : 


slip them off the shelf, flip through the 5 ing well The colossal power of 2666 lies 


: partly in its sustained tonal focus, which 


: tethers together the stories of adventur- : a story of interracial friendship founded in 


: = ous young European scholars, an American : 
The late W.G. Sebald was very much : 


the walker/writer, crafting unclassifiable : lonely single father and a number of dispa- : 


: rate Mexicans linked to the murder of hun- : 


man in Antwerp, an architectural historian : dreds of women in Bolano's fictionalized : a Chicago advertising agency. It's about 
: Ciudad Juarez, into a global geometry of : 


contained nature of discreet things." Their : 
friendship develops over decades of acci- : 


pages, and remember. 


Austerlitz 


books we'll call novels for ease. He meets a 


concerned “with the shape and the self- 


dental encounters. Slowly we learn Auster- : I've ever read. | can't wait to read it again. 


litz’s story. He was an infant refugee on a : 
kindertransport from Czechoslovakia. He : 
was ralsed by a Calvinist preacher in Wales. : 
Slowly Sebald unravels one of the most : Russian doll novel cradles within it science : 
singular of Holocaust narratives. Sebald's : 


prose moves not ponderously but one step 


at a time, stopping to take note of faces and : 


places, objects, voices, hidden spaces, the 
palimpsest and residue of history. 


Here is Where We Meet 


Did John Berger ever run into Sebald on : 
one of his walks? It could still happen. In = 


Berger encounters his mother while wan- 
Berger remains one of literature's great 
nomads. Moving from city to city, meeting 
is his most visionary writing of the last de- 
cade. He gives us back the sensual world 
like few writers can. 


The Body Artist 


“You know more surely who you are on : 
a strong bright day after a storm when : 
the smallest falling leaf is stabbed with : 
self-awareness. The wind makes a sound : 
in the pines and the world comes into be- : 
ing, irreversibly, and the spider rides the : 
wind-swayed web.” Don DeLillo ended : 


the 20th century with a mammoth mas- 
terwork. He started the 21st with this 
compact, fragmentary novella. The first 
part describes a domestic morning with 


startling clarity. Someone dies. Soon after : 
a ghostly visitor appears. The titular pro- : 


tagonist interprets the whole experience 


into something essentially wordless, yet : 
her performance is hauntingly described : 


through DeLillo’s prose. 
Tree of Smoke 


Denis Johnson's the patron saint of fuck- : 
ups. He renders lyrical the depths of human. = 
folly. This sprawling epic about Americans : 
embroiled in grotesque misadventures at : 
home and abroad is a blackly comic his- : 
tory of Vietnam, among other things. A CIA : 
operative whose uncle is some goofy 20th : 
century Colonel Kurtz; the Houston broth- : 
ers, familiar from Johnson's Angels; a Cana- : 
dian aid worker and Seventh Day Adventist: : 


these are our sherpas along the mountain. 


‘ous and appalling. 
2666 


mous English-language celeb- 
rity of Roberto Bolajio, so eerily 
in keeping with the morbid enig: 


thankfully denied—t hope his kids are eat: 


Cloud Atlas 


fiction, a Grishamesque corporate thriller 


THEATRE NETWORK 


~ live at the ROXY 
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mas buried in his stories? He wanted : 


this last work divided into five novellas, : The Fortress of Solitude, Then We Came 


: to the End 


: Misunderstandings, dubious ambitions and : 


fraught friendships forged with Southeast : extravagantly imaginative, always seques- 


Asians line an unruly tale both hilari- : tering his heroes in some sort of wilder- 

? ness—that's usually when the weirdness 

: starts. A teenage runaway and an aging 

: simpleton share a destiny. Guidance is 

tween walking, writing and qa What to make of the posthu- : 
ql ~ hop: 


jo oset 


Haruki Murakami is always fun, always 


gleaned from cats and rocks. There's a 
murder mystery enveloping this coming of 
age novel, among the most ambitious in 
Murakami's oeuvre. 


They came from Brooklyn, but only the 


: first, Jonathan Lethem’s quasi-fantastical, 
= pop culture-addled, semi-autobiographical 
: epic, is a remembrance of Brooklyn past, 


: music, graffiti, art and broken families. Oh 


journalist, an elusive German novelist, a ? yeah, and a super-powered ring. Joshua 


Ferris’ Insightful, funny debut, written in 


: first-person collective, is actually set in 


: work, but it's also about fleeting forms of 
trauma, longing and obsession. It’s one of : 


: the most exhausting and harrowing books 3 
: Invisible 


togetherness. 


Paul Auster has been on fire—seven 


: novels in 10 years. He works diligently on 
David Mitchell's eloquently structured : stories that tumble into other stories, tes- 
: taments to the fact that every one of us 
: is a storyteller. Invisible may be the best 
: and letters, spanning the 19th century to : 
the post-apocalyptic future. Tales within : 
: tales, each one read by a character in the : 
? next, build upon one another until they ; 
: pass through the mirror in the book's cen- : 
t tre. The individual narratives are mostly : 
simple to describe, but the book as a whole : 
: defies synopsis. Sorry. 
the first chapter of Here is Where We Meet : 

: The Ongoing Moment 
dering through Lisbon—he recognizes her : 
by her walk. She's been dead for 15 years. : 


of his recent work—in any case it’s the 
latest. A man recalls a turning point in his 
youth, when he met a Satanic scholar who 


: endowed him with knowledge of eros and 


death. This story is sent to an old friend, 
who then assumes the authorship of what 
we're reading, and delves into still more 


: perverse secrets in the first man’s past. Di- 
: vided into four parts, Invisible shifts from 
; place to place, from author to author, from 
Geoff Dyer’s best work since his sublime : 
t jazz chronicle But Beautiful is a paragon : 
= of associational rigour. (Mostly) American 
: photography is his vast subject. He's guided 
or remembering people from his past, this : 


first to second to third person, and then to 
the form of a diary. Some of these shifts 


+ seem designed as coping mechanisms; 
: some imply crucial discrepancies. They 
from image to image by impulses founded : 
: in history, biography, art criticism, conjec- : 
= ture and the labyrinth of magnetic details 
= in the photos themselves that catch his 


: magpie eye. 


prompt the question: when daes the past 
become fiction? Is it not happening every 


? moment? And is storytelling not the most 
: durable balm against our histories being 
: swallowed into the fog? W 
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FESTIVAL // WINTERLIGHT 


Baby it's cold outside 
And Winterlight wants you 
to enjoy the Edmonton winter 


PAUL BLINOV 
}/ PAUL@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


at PPR HANS 


dmonton is a winter city. No mat- 

ter how much the sub-sub zero 
dips make us regret our annual snow- 
fall, we're engulfed in its frigid shim- 
mer for more months out of the year 
than we're free of it. And so, while 
summer-long string of festivals keep 
morale high in the warm azure heat, 
we have a tendency to hole up when 
the going gets grey, leaving warm 
houses only to scuttle the sea of white 
into another heated indoor place, 
then right back again. 

But getting Edmontonians to stop 
shivering and learn to love the cold— 
or, barring that, at least to get them 
out enjoying themselves in it—is the 
aim of Winterlight Festival, now en- 
tering its second year as a city-funded 
venture embracing winter. 

"It's actually an initiative of the city, 
so there have been ideas percolating 
about how to define itself as a winter 
city for many years, actually," direc- 
tor Pamela Anthony explains. "There 
have been festivals that have popped 
up, and some festivals that have 
been very well-established, like Deep 
Freeze, and Ice on Whyte and Silver 
Skate. But the city went, ‘We need to 
goa bit further,” 


In conjunction with the arts council, 
the city put out a call for winter festi- 
val proposals. Anthony, who'd previ- 
ously worked on the 2007 Cultural 
Capital project, pitched Winterlight, 
and her design was not only accepted 
but, she's happy to note, has remained 
mostly unchanged from how she envi- 
sioned it: the central theme, of light, 
is "endlessly interpretable,” Anthony 
notes, and has led to star-gazing par- 
ties, high-tech LED installations, 
among other outdoors-y events. With 
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light comes fire—every event has a 
Warming fire to gather around, and 
other fire-based —and then Antho- 
ny’s also placed emphasis on her fes- 
tival's mobility: the festival grounds 
wouldn't be one central location, but 
here and there around the city. 


So rather than one festival, Winter- 
light seems more aptly described as 
chain of them, linked under the title 
and the idea of outdoor enjoyment: 
from January to March, pockets of 
outdoor events will be popping up 
throughout Edmonton, for a few days 
each, all under the Winterlight ban- 
ner. The first, Mispon (Cree for "it i 
snowing") at city hall, is a preview 
gala of what's to come: The lighting of 
a blessing fire, a cheeky performance 
piece by artist Kristine Nutting en- 
titled "Warm up to Winter" and the 
musical stylings of John Armstrong's 
Johnny Quasar and the Swingbots. 

Last year's response to the festival 
Even when temperatures dipped, was 
pretty strong Anthony notes. 

"We were constantly surprised at 
how people responded. They're actu- 
ally quite interested in the extreme 
environment; people bundled up and 
came out. Obviously, if it's a little 
milder, attendance goes up. 

It probably doesn't hurt that none of 
the events cost a penny. "Everything's 
free," she says, "including the hot 
chocolate. And that's the great gift of 
the city. The city's given us this mon- 
ey to present this beautiful winter to 
its citize v 

WED, JAN 6 (4:30 PM) 

WINTERLIGHT FESTIVAL PRESENTS MISPON 

CITY HALL, FREE 

FULL SCHEDULE OF WINTERLIGHT EVENTS 

AVAILABLE AT WINTERLIGHT.CA 


~THUNDERS 
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TOP 20 FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 31, 

1. Karla Anderson — Brand New Day (indelible) 

2. Rosanne Cash - The List (emi) 

3. Blue Rodeo - The Things We Left Behind (warner) 

4. Tom Waits - Glitter & Doom Live (anti) 

5. Hamy Manx — Bread & Buddha (dog my cat) 

6. Los Cenzonties with David Hidalgo & Taj Mahal — American Horizon 
(los cenzontles) 

7. Carolyn Mark & NQ Arbuckle — Let's Just Stay Here (mint) 

8. Lyle Lovett - Natural Forces (lost highway) 

9. Them Crooked Vultures — S/T (interscope) 

10.The Flaming Lips - Embryonic (wamer) 

11.Levon Helm — Electric Dirt (dirt farmer) 

12. The Swell Season — Strict Joy (ant) 

13.John Wort Hannam — Queen's Hotel (black hen) 

14.Colin James ~ Rooftops & Satellites (maple) 

15.Maria Muldaur & Her Garden Of Joy - 

16. The Heavy — The House That Dirt Built (counter) 

17.Monsters Of Folk —-S/T (shangrila) 

18.Corb Lund — Losin’ Lately Gambler (new west) 

19.Sam Baker— Cotton (music road) 

20.Dan Mangan — Nice, Nice, Very Nice (fu:m) 


DAVID FRANCEY & MIKE FORD 


SEAWAY 


In late May of 2005 David Francey and 
Mike Ford were granted the incredible opportunity to 
spend two weeks aboard the MV Algoville. The captain 
and crew of this 750-foot bulk carrier of the Algoma 
Central Laker fleet allowed us to witness life onboard 
first-hand. They sailed from Montreal to Thunder Bay and 
back along the Saint Lawrence Seaway and the majestic 
inland sea of the Great Lakes. This CD is a collection of 
songs inspired by that trip. 


€ TO FRIEND US aT MYEP 


ON SALE Now 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes, com 1 434-6342 


*L)EEP FREEZE® 


JANUARY 9 & 10, 2010 


9210 - 118 AvE 


A BYZANTINE WINTER FESTIVAL 


PELE EEE 


VITER UKRAINIAN DANCERS SOCIETY 

+ Meridian Banquet Hall, 4820-76 Ave « 

780. 728.8621 + Auction, dance to follow 
+ Sat, Jan 9, 6pm (cocktails), 7pm (dinner) « $50 


GALLERIES + MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL - 10186-106 St + 
780.488.6611 + : THE RECIPI- 
ENTS OF THE 2009 RAFT AWARDS; 
Jan 9-Feb 20; ozo opening pci expo Sat, Jan 16, 

2-4pm » Jan 16-Apr 3; 
opening pict pemes Sat, Jan 16, 2-4pm 


ART BEAT GALLERY - 26 St Anne St, St Albert 
+ 780.459.3679 + resi MAKE YOU SMILE: 
Whimsical 


ash, Bev Bunker, Shel eared 
Pfanmuller « Through Dec 


ARTERY « 9535 Jasper Ave » 780.441.6966 « Open: 
io ‘Sat §:30-gpm + + Exhibition of Work from EAC’s 

Cultural Diversity in the Arts Program « Until Jan 
16 » Closing reception: Fri, Jan 8, 7-10pm; artists in 
attendance, live presentations 


BILTON CONTEMPORARY ART~Red Deer - 
4b-5809-51 Ave, Red Deer, 403.343.3933 » Furni- 
ture by Jim Coffey, paintings by Steve Coffey; 
Until Jan 2 « SCULPTURAL TRACES: Works by 
lan Cook; Jan 8-Feb 20; opening: Thu, Jan 14, 
7-9pm; artist in attendance 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA - 
9103-95 Ave + 780 461.3427 « Group show, art 
works by various members of the gallery - Jan 
§-Mar 10 + Closed Dec 25-Jan 5 


ELECTRUM GALLERY - 12419 Stony Plain Rd « 
780.482.1402 + Gold and silver jewellery by Wayne 
Mackenzie, and artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION GALLERY - Atrium, ast Fl, 
Enterprise Sq, 10230 Jasper Ave » VISIBLE 
work, INVISIBLE WOMEN: Photos by 
Palagummi Sainath « Until Jan 6 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY - U of A, Rm 1-1, 
122 St, Bo Ave « 780.492.2081 « MEDIUM SIZED DRY 
GOODS: Prints by Eric Steenbergen (MFA Print- 

making); Jan 5-16 UNDER THE IMPRESSION [ET 


Al): Prints by Department of Art and Design staff 
and students; Jan 5-16 « Closed from Dec 24-Jan 4 


FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO « 10354 82 Ave + 


780.439.9604 » NEW YORK: 3 OCTOBERS: Photo- 
graphs by Tracey Tomtene + Until Mar 12 


FRINGE GALLERY - 10516 Whyte Ave, Paint Spot 
bamt + 780.432.0240 « STREAM TO THE RIVER: 
Paintings by Jennifer Shook + Until Jan 15 


GALLERY AT MILNER - Stanley A. Milner 
Library Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
+ 780.496.7030 » SUMMER: Oil paintings by 
Tabitha Gillman « Jan 4-29 


GLENROSE REHAB HOSPITAL - 20230-11 
Ave + 780.735.7999 « Blue Curve Gallery: Acrylic 
paintings by Summer Bozohora; yon ie 30" 
Mezzanine Gallery: Paintings by Derrill Shuttle- 
worth; until fan 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE - ard Fl, 20215-122 St + 
780.426.4180 + harcourthouse.ab.ca -« Main Gal- 
lery: EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY: Sculpted bronze 
dogs by Chris Cooper, examining the role dogs 
play in day-to-day events « Front Room: ROAD 
STORIES: Portraits by Rachel Hellner, docu- 
menting roadkill A! objects found on the sides 
of roads « Jan 7-Feb 13 « Opening reception: Jan 
7, 7-10pm « Artist talks: Fri, Jan 8, 7pm 
HARRIS-WARKE GALLERY—Red Deer - Sun- 


works, 4924 Ross St + 403.345.8937 « BELONGING, 
MAIL ART PROJECT: Arts a la Carte’s Belonging 


Project; until Jan 8 « LAND OF POSSIBILITY: Photo- 
graphs by Murray; Jan 18-Feb 19 

searang STITCHING INSPIRATION RATIONS FROM Jan 
5-28 » Opening reception: Jan 13, 6:30-8:30pm 


KAASA GALLERY « Auditorium + 


Jubilee 
+ INGRAVIDA: Images with 
{isa Torok Unt Feb 28 sa 


LATITUDE 53 « 10248-106 St « 780.423.5353 « 


ne aa arbre at 
lection o! jotographic markers 
Tefine the artist, pre sr il Couto-Dumont, and 


influence his work « Jan 15-Feb 13 


LOFT GALLERY - soo Broadmoor Blvd, Sher- 
wood Park «780.922.6324 + Open: Thu 5-9pm; 
Sat 10am-4pm « FRIENDS AND STUDENTS OF 
WILLIE WONG: Artworks sh the influ- 
ence Willie has had on these artists « Jan 7-Feb 27 


+ Opening reception: Jan 7, 7-9pm 
MCMULLEN GALLERY - U of A B4go-u2 
St + 780.4077152 » EDMONTON'S Poeenne 


areas in Edmonton 
by members of the Art Club « Jan 9-Mar 
21 « Opening reception: Jan 21, 7-9pm. 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain « 780.963.2777 « Paintings by 
Russ Hogger « Until Jan 20 
MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
Aboriginal Vobcrarbiphsy Caen ace 
+ Aboriginal Veterans Display Gift Shop - Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM - s St Anne St, St 
Albert « 780. 459.1528 + LOVE 'EM, HATE 'EM: CA- 
NADIANS AND THEIR POLITICIANS « Until Feb 14 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS - 
9225-118 Ave « 780.474.7611 « ninahaggertyart.ca « 
Open Mon-Fri 10-2pm « RANGEFINDERS: Pho- 
tographs by Nina's Collective « Jan 4-31 » Opening 
reception: Thu, Jan 24, §-7pm 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY «19 Perron St, St 
Albert + 780.460.4310 « IMAGE MAKER: Paintings 
Robert Dmytruk within a replica of his studio «Jan 
14-Feb 27 « Opening reception: Thu, Jan 14,7-9pm. 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA « 8555 
Roper Rd + 780.427.1750 » NOW AND THEN: 
Featuring photographs from the Provincial 
Archives of Alberta's holdings recreated by pho- 
is aphers from Images Camera Club (both sets 
photographs on display) « Until Jan 24 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM . 12845-102 Ave 

+ 780.453.9100 « MUCH MORE MUNSCH; for 
children aged 6-12; until Apr 5 - DIAMONDS— 
MINED, REFINED AND DESIGNED: An interac- 
tive, bi-lingual (English/French); until Jan 17 + 
VANISHING CULTURES: Photographs by Larry 
Louie; until Jan 31 « A NORTHERN ALPHABET: 
Artworks by Ted Harrison; until Jan 31 


SIDESHOW GALLERY « 9609 Whyte Ave « 
780.433.1430 « A LITTLE BIT OF THIS, A LITTLE BIT 
OF THAT: Artworks by Anthony Baker, Brandon 
Dalmer, Susan Fothergill, Marysol Foucault, Dana 
Holst, Travis McEwen, Esther Scott, Jodi Sharp, Jill 
Watamaniuk, and Laurel Westlund « Until Jan 2 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE « 780.452.9100 

« telusworldofscience.com/edmonton « THE 
SCIENCE OF TOYS: until Jan 3, 12-4pm « BEYOND 
THE TREES: New exhibit from the Museum of 
Science and Technology, Ottawa + The Light Before 
Christmas; In IMAX until Jan 3 

TU GALLERY « 10718-2124 St + 780.452.9664 + 
ANOTHER BRUSH WITH YARDLEY JONES: A 
retrospective look at the life works of Yardley 
Jones + Until Jan 16 


VAAA GALLERY « 3rd Floor, 10215-112 St« 
780-42.1731/1.866 421.1731 vaaaartblog.com - COM- 
POSITION: Still life by Sharon Simonds- 
Chia and sicicpenbaly tite Gavigan « Jan 7-Feb 
13 + Opening reception: Jan 7,7-9:30pm 

WEST END GALLERY - 12308 Jasper Ave + 
780.488.4892 « WINTER COLLECTION: Artworks 
by Robert Savignac, Claudette Cast ), Pierre 
Giroux, Rod Charlesworth, Claude A. Simard, Bill 
Webb, and Glen Semple 


LITERARY 

Every Tue-Thu, x 

BLUE CAFE « 9624-76 + 780.469.3755 

Stary Sama yd Well extncroeth- - 

CITY ARTS CENTRE - Aye + 

*TALES. Monthly Circle: Tell stories 

or come to listen; 2nd Pri each month + Until Jun, 

Spm; $3 (free first time) 

7ficcape eis « Smile eaeTeO OEY Creay 
. room only, 

3rd Sun evening 


ROSIE'S - 10475-80 Ave + 780.932.4409 « 
TALES. Café Series: First Thu of the 


ape yi seam + Café Theme: 


ROUGE LOUNGE - 10111-117 St - 780.902.5900 « 
Poetry every Tue with Edmonton's local poets « 
8pm « No cover 


‘ST ALBERT LIBRARY - 5 St Anne Street « 
780.418.6623 + sapLab.ca « Books and Bites—Teen 
Book Cub for grades 7-12; theme for Jan is Fan- 
rene register at 780.459.1682 or at the Adult 
ference Desk « Thu, Jan 7, 7pm 
STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY: 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq « 780.496.7000 « Centre for 
Reading: From Books to Film; every Fri, 2pm + 
Teen Movie Scene: movie club for teens; ist and 
3rd Thu every month - Writers’ Corner: EPL’s 
Writer in Residence; hosts a different author 
each month; Last Sun of each month at 1:30pm 


ee CRUST CAFE « 10909-86 Ave + 780.422.8174 
Poets’ Haven Weekly Reading Series: 

Presented by the Stroll of Poets Society » Every 
Mon, 7pm « $5 (door) 


CHIMPROV - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave « 


780-433-3399 « Rapid Fire Theatre's improv show 
every Sat, npm; returns Sat, Jan 9 + $10 (door) 
Id Fire Theatre member (high 


lents) at TIX on the Square 
CRIMES OF THE HEART « Ramada Hotel, Court 


Yo al ee eee Ave « 1-888.222.6608 « 
New Year's Eve to die for, interactive theatre pro- 


duction + Dec 31, 6:3opm-2zam $149.05 
DIE-NASTY - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave + 
80.433-3399 « Live improvised soap opera 
Le av Wess eareeme Ue he 
last Mon in May « $10 


JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR - Jubilee Auditorium, 
3455-87 Ave » By Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim 
Rice « Sat, Jan 2, 3pm and 7pm; Sun, Jan 3, 1pm and 
7pm + $45-$65 at TicketMaster 

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR® 
DREAMCOAT - Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park - 780.464.2852 « festivalplace.ab.ca 
+ Lyrics by Tim Rice, music by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, ed by Shelley Tookey, music direc- 
tion by Brad Heintzman + Until Jan 3 + Tickets at 
Festival Place box office, 780.449.3378 


LUCK BE A LADY - Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
2690, 8882-170 St, Il], WEM + 780.484.2424 = Vegas 
in the ‘sos and ‘60s with the music of Frank 
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr, and oth- 
ers « Until Jan 23 


THE SUPER GROOVY ‘70S - Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 1615-109 Ave = 780.483.4051/1-877-529- 
7829 (toll free) - The ‘7os generation is reborn 
with some of the best music, fashion, big hair 
and disco » Until Feb 14 


THEATRESPORTS - Varscona Theatre, zee 
Ave « 780.433.3399 « Rapid Fire Theatre every 

1pm; returns Fri, Jan 8 « $10 (door//$8 pele 
THUNDERSTICK - Theatre Network-live at the 
Roxy, 10708-2124 St » 780.453.2440 « Comedy 
Kenneth T. Willi: Starring Lorne C 

and Craig Lauzon; directed by capes bed 

and Del Surjik. Journalist cousins are 

together by outrageous circumstances « a 
Jan 12-13; opens Jan 14-31 

WINGFIELD’S LOST AND FOUND - Citadel 


farming for Walt and Maggie? - Jan 9-31 


VOLUNTEER! 


Our winter festival needs your help! 
To volunteer, contact 


Judy 780-496-1913 


judy.allan@edmonton.ca 


More information and schedule 


at artsontheay e.org 
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*Sidevue: The Complete Hit list: Brian 
Gibson's full list of the decade's 84 best flicks 


Extended Best of 2009 coverage 
*Gus Van Sant's excellent decade 


Best of 2009 *Alvin and the Chipmunks Review 
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M// BEST OF THE DECADE 


Ten years in film 
ue's picks the best flicks of the decade 


send her children away with a children's- 
aid worker. Every so often, I hear the 
wailing of her children, soon joined by 
the all-too-human cry of their mother, a 
plangent siren-song of suffering. 

So the best films, I feel, stay with you 
not because of the acting or script but 
because of a sustained mood or tone, an 
atmosphere that envelops you silently, 
like a fog, leaving a stabbing, visceral 
impression you can still trace back to 
it, like a trail of blood. When you sur- 
render yourself to such a thing, and it 
leaves such a deep mark, that's an aw- 
fully great, impressive film that's maybe 
expanded your sense of the world just a 
little, at once lifting you up and bringing 
you down. In that sense, these films, like 
the best art, I'd argue, reflect life in order 
to turn you back to it, retuning you to the 
disharmonies and faint melodies of our 
days’ strange symphony. 


the end, you go with your gut. My ~ 
plleague Josef Braun and I have been 
iiding up to this list with best-of-the- 
50s reviews online monthly: the best 
orror, animation, social-realism and 
gional” films, the best films about the 
far on Terror,” the best films from the 
cade’s new Latin-American wave, the 
from master-directors, the best de- 
its from talents to keep an eye on in 
2010s. But when I consider the best 
decade of great feature-length films, 
tion and non- (of which I've still only 
in a fraction), [don't think so much as 
il. What lingered? What film made me 
in the theatre through the credits? 
ich one was still sending a kind of 


imbnessthroughmeasIstoodoutside _In the upper echelons of cinema, go- 
der the marquee? Even then, there'sa ing by my list, the ‘oos was when docu- 

Im not in the top 10, but furtherdown mentaries got angrier, dramas got more 
online for my more exhaustive, but _ politically engaged and even animation 


ope not exhausting, list of my top 84), 
at | cannot shake, and don't know if I 
x will, because of one scene—it's the 
ment in the documentary 3 Rooms of 
lancholia, when a Chechen mother in 
artorn Grozny, likely dying, decides to 


drew messier, darker moral dilemmas. 
Prostitution, terrorism, joblessness, ag- 
ing, abuse, war, abortion, heartbreak 
and even hostage-taking ... these sto- 
ries are all the less simply "depress- 
ing" and more complex, more hopeful, 


IVD DETECTIVE >> BEST OF 2009 


DVD case closed 


tes coula only see in the comfort of a working in film today. 


cTIVE 


: that it's also the sharpest satire ever : while 
Sut the Iraq war and our culture of spin : gem from a woman who does little but. 
4 shifting blame is just cream. This film : 

shame most of Edmonton missed it. 


We got a taste at 2008's film fest, 


35 Rhums Another minimalist : 
masterpiece from Claire Denis, : 
35 Rhums (35 Shots of Rum) is : 
a film that doesn't seek to spell : 
much out, just capture and ex- : 
plore. The story of the dissolving : 
bonds of a father and daughter is : 

5 barely told at all, with us instead get- : 
{t would be worth it for Peter Capaldi's : ting an elliptical, impressionist view of their : 
@-spitting Director of Communications : lives as major changes take place. It's spare : 
tremendously affecting, an elegant : 


“omic canon from here on out, and it's a : Stranded: Fve Come From a Plane That : 
: Crashed on the Mountains The incred- : 
: ible story of the infamous 1972 Urguayan = 
: rugby team's Andes plane crash, Gonzalo : 
Arijon likely would have had a soul-stirring : 
documentary just by pointing his camera : 
at the survivors willing to talk, and much : 
of Stranded is simply that. But his choice = 
reenactments serve to drive home the en- : 
veloping blankness and hostility of their : 


more resonant and more cutting, when 
they're so elegantly, intricately, artfully 
told on film. BG 


1. Lilya 4-Ever (Sweden, 2002; D: Lu- 
kas Moodysson) From its pounding 
opening to its thudding close, this film is 
like a tearing wound, not for the faint of 
heart. But if so many young girls brave 
such awful ordeals, Moodysson implies, 
why can't we as viewers? Perfecting the 
musical ruptures, zoom-in camerawork 
and raw acting of his first two films, Show 
Me Love and Together, Moodysson cuts to 
the sad core of abandoned, preyed-upon 
teenage girls in Eastern Europe without 
pity but with the utmost tenderness and 
quiet, unflinching rage. A masterpiece of 
social-realism. 


2. Caché (Austria/France, 2006; D: Mi- 
chael Haneke) Repressed Western guilt 
displaced into scapegoating persecution. 
Others’ political scars and traumatic pasts 
ignored by paranoia over safety at home. 
Haneke's film not only offered a potent 
parable for the "War on Terror” era, but 
did so within an utterly gripping, better- 
than-Hitchcock, "gotcha" thriller that 
mixed surveillance and threat, blood and 
fear. Its supreme strength, after the twist 
ending so many missed, came in remind- 


lue's disc detectives each offer up a list of 2009's finest DVDs 


th just one true art-house cinema, there's : the pair’s impressive debut, and showed : 
ot of great films that Edmonton misses : them to be two of the most adept, obser- : 
ry year. Here are five that Edmonton cin- : vant critics of the forgotten side of America : 


surroundings. The result is one of the most : 
powerful documentaries ever committed to : 


film. 


World's Greatest Dad A piercing satire : 
from, of all people, Bobcat Goldthwait and : 
Robin Williams, it ably skewers our culture : 
of death and tragedy while still telling a : 
rather touching story about aman who was : 
really just looking for some way to fit into : 
the world. Fitting in as both crude comedy : 
and family drama, it's an overall underrated : 
and underwatched film that should hope- : 


fully find some cult life on DVD, 
DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEXLY.COM 


SS SSS 
There were countless great movies released : 


on DVD in 2009, so what follows isn't "the 


best” so much as five that seemed to cry out : 
most urgently for a wider audience, some : 
quite old, some unjustly forgotten, some pre- : 
viously ill-served on video, all of them very : 
? and encourages hypnotic revisits. Its obser- 
: vance of everyday banalities is so exacting 4 
and immersive as to make high drama of : 
the smallest event, and to invite compas- : 


much worth your while. 


The Whole Shootin’ Match (78) Gorgeous: : 
ly packaged and generously supplemented, = 


ing us that the greatest horrors are the 
hidden foundations of our comfortable 
little lives, the bloody truths we'd rather 
not see. 


3. The Gleaners and I (France, 2000; 
D: Agnés Varda) Sifting through 
memories like a "glaneur"—-a picker of 
leftover produce or discarded objects— 
Varda, weaves an exquisite, elegant es- 
say on the memories we have left, the 
little worlds we remake for ourselves 
and disparate lives briefly gathered in 
the basket of this film. And it's all done 
in its own delicate, low-level way, with a 
small crew and in handheld DV. "Docu- 
mentaries are a discipline that teaches 
modesty,” Varda writes in her produc- 
tion notes, and rarely has there been a 
film so deeply affecting and truthful in 
its mature modesty and childlike in- 
quiring of the world. 


4. Time Out (France, 2001; D: Laurent 
Cantet) Seeming all the more inge- 
niously prescient now the hazy fictions 
of the financial sector have been burst 
with the housing bubble and credit 
crisis, this thriller about one man's 
spreading lie to his family—that he still 
has a job—envelops the film in a cold, 
existential chill. A superbly measured, 


: Watchmaker’s release of Eagle Pennell's lost : 
: debut reminds us how seldom we see reso- : 
: nant stories from the vast America existing : 
: between the costal” metropolises. Alter- : 
: nately despicable and deeply endearing, old : 
: pals Sonny Carl Davis and Lou Perryman— 
who was sadly murdered in his Austinhome : 
earlier this year—are forever stumbling be- : 
: tween get-rich-quick schemes and humbling : 
: disasters, between bouts ofdrunken revelry : 
and bursts of terrifying lucidity. Theirs is a : 
rambling, fumbling, comically inspired waltz : 
: mind as to garner accolades from Oliver 
! Sacks—it finds a British WWII pilot tum- 
Husbands (70) Another chronicle of male : 
friendship by turns appalling and touching, : 
this is among the best of John Cassavetes, : 
> tial tribunal allow this trans-Atlantic couple 
film. Following the death of their fourth : 
: musketeer, Peter Falk, Cassavetes and Ben : 
! Gazarra undertake one long, lost, wasted : 
weekend, getting as far as England before : 
: they even realize what the hell happened. 


across Texas. 


the father of modern American independent 


DEC 31, 2009 — JAN 6, 2010 // WUIEWEEKLY 


studious film where Vincent's (Aure- 
lien Recoing) steady, doomed refusal to 
admit his joblessness fogs through us, 


and the glassed-off corporate world, 
like ether. 


5. Capturing the Friedmans (USA, 
2003; directed by Andrew Jarecki) 
Jarecki followed New York City's most 
popular birthday clown and stumbled 
into his incredible backstory—a family 
whose patriarch and another brother 
were accused of molesting children. Re- 
markable family home video footage re- 
veals a fracturing marriage, desperately 
honest efforts to cope with the trial and 
easy blame. Not just about the unavoid- 
ably fragmentary, multiple perspectives 
of human truth, but who's stabbed by 
the shards of that shuttering truth when 
guilt or innocence has to be decided. 


6. Spirited Away (Japan, 2001; D: 
Hayao Miyazaki), Waltz with Bashir 
(Israel, 2008; D: Ari Folman) It's not 
just the eye Miyazaki has for kids—their 
sulkiness or tremble of the lip, their sud- 
den bounce of elation or angry determi- 
nation. It’s not just his basic concern for 
what adults are doing to the planet or 
what's happening to old, storied tradi 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 >> 


sion and repulsion in equal measure. It also 
makes you wonder if Delphine Seyrig isn't 
one of the great unheralded actresses of 
cinema history. 


: A Matter of Life and Death (‘46) The as- 


tonishingly beautiful use of Technicolor in 
Powell and Pressburger’s postwar master- 
piece is only one reason to own this sublime 
Sony reissue. A fantastical romance perched 
on the edge of mortality—one sufficiently 
attuned to the strange workings of the 


bling to earth and miraculously surviving, 
only to be shot heavenward by his love for 
an American radio operator. Will the celes- 


to stay together? 


Columbia Pictures Film Noir Classics, Vol. 
1 The Sniper ('52), The Lineup (58), Murder 


: By Contract ('58): none had been on DVD 
> before, and every one of them is a gem, 
Jeanne Dielman, 23, Quai du Commerce, : 
1080 Bruxelles ('75) Criterion's typically : 
deluxe release of Chantal Ackerman’s ultra- : 
slow-building, devastating debut about : 
three days in the life of a single mother : 


and prostitute is impeccably preserved : Leasec 
: Your image of genteel 1950s America will 


encapsulating much of what was thrilling, 
fascinating, daring and deliciously nasty 
about the final years of the classic noir 
cycle. Add Fritz Lang's The Big Heat (53) 
into the mix and you've got yourself one 
of the best noir collections ever released. 


never be the same. 


JOSEF BRAUN 
// }OSEF@VUEWEEXLY.COM 
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THE YOUNG VICTORIA 
NIGHILY @ 7:00 & 9:10PM 
FRI, SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 2:00PM 


Nighty@é6500n0dc 
Fri, Sot & Sun Malinees @ 2:30pm 


sf Rated: 144 sexual violence, coarse language. 
RATED: RG. 
e Disturbing content n 
PRINCESS, RINOCRSS 
10337 Whyte Ave. 780 433 0728 40837 Whyte Ave. 780 433 0728 


metro, 


GRA 


COMING IN JANUARY 


SCREENING JANUARY 8-11 
he 


=. 
“Poe very woock Uke eabtares in mead Meg, 
but | compre pute enadly ie aystrraens= 

—, 


M 


The Inner 
Life of 
Glenn Gould 


METRO CINEMA WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL 


JANUARY S 


HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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The year in film 


A glance back at 2009's best 


JOSEF BRAUN 
//JOSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


(tC NN OTN 
L: me first confess that I still haven't 

en at least one movie that I predict 
I'm going to adore. Fortunately, I don't 
think there's any lack of love out there for 
Fantastic Mr. Fox and it'll surely be heart- 
ily celebrated elsewhere. This may not 
be case however with my first pick for 
the best of 2009, which barely screened 
anywhere in Canada but is now at least 
available on DVD. In fact so many of my 
favourites didn't hit theatres that I've de- 
cided to comprise my list from anything 
that debuted in Edmonton theatres or on 
DVD in 2009. 


The Headless Woman (D: Lucrecia Mar- 
tel ) A hit and run occurs. We don't see 
the victim, but neither does the driver. 
We see the driver work through her de- 
cision not to look—the process is oddly 
transfixing. We're dream-deep in noir 
territory, but the author of this beguiling 
movie is Lucrecia Martel, who made The 
Holy Girl, so along its periphery are un- 
forgettably peculiar, unnervingly funny 
details, and troubling questions of class 
solidarity and willful blindness. Maria 
Onetto gives an immensely absorbing 
performance, like Gena Rowlands on 
Quaaludes. It went straight to DVD. 


Summer Hours (D: Olivier Assayas) A 
final family reunion precedes a matri- 
arch’s death. Her adult children, now 
spread across the globe, must reconvene 
to sort out their mother's legacy. Olivier 


THE IMAGINARIUM OF 
DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
NIGHTLY @ 6:45 & 9:15PM 

FRI, SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 2:00PM 


RATED: PG. COARSE LANGUAGE. FRIGHTENING SCENES 


GARNEAU THEATRE 
S7i2 10D Street 180 498 O75 


Assayas' most emotionally rich work is 
about things, “bric-a-brac from another 
era,” the residue of a life, its memories 
and secrets. It offers a sobering sense of 
mortality, followed by the consolation 
of renewal: the last characters we see 
are the matriarch’s teenaged grandchil- 
dren, whiling away the summer hours 
at grandmother's old house one last 
time, before it becomes the property of 
someone else. . 


The Limits of Control (D: Jim Jarmusch) 
“As I descended into impassable rivers, I 
no longer felt guided by the ferryman.” 
The opening Rimbaud quote says it all: 
surrender to the drift, the buoyancy of 
the texture, mystery and playfulness 
will carry you along. Thus unmoored, 
Jim Jarmusch made one of the loosest, 
most chimerical and, it would appear, 
most divisive works of his career. Smart- 
ly suited Isaach De Bankolé slips across 
Spain, meeting with shadowy figures, 
deciphering cryptic messages, drink- 
ing twin espressos and even enjoying 
some after-hours flamenco on his way 
to complete a sinister mission. Pitched 
somewhere between Point Blank, The 
Passenger and Jarmusch's own Ghost 
Dog, this is a cinema of wanderlust and 
hypnosis, far more concerned with ar- 
chitecture, atmosphere, jokes, musical 
logic, sensation and sensibility, than it 
is about, say, espionage. 


Inglourious Basterds (D: Quentin 
Tarantino) Here's some synchronicity 
for you: Quentin Tarantino finally goes 
completely bananas and reaches the peak 
of his maniacal, pastiche-frenzied crafts- 
manship at the same time. Who else 
could have made this insanely verbose, 
over-the-top epic about resistance in war- 
torn Europe that fantasizes both a scalp- 
collecting Jewish revenge squad and the 
complete annihilation of the entire Nazi 
elite in one explosive screening at a Pari- 
sian movie palace? I rest my case. 


35 Rhums (D: Claire Denis) This was 
Claire Denis' entrancing and moving tale 
of a closely bound father and daughter 
gradually finding their individual paths 
after years of living together. Denis’ touch 
isso light asto seem weightless, her expo- 
sition so minimal as to seem neglectful of 
plot, yet no one makes movies like this, so 
alive, so warm and sometimes funky and 
funny, so sensitive to everyday rhythms 
and nuance, so trusting in story to reveal 
itself once nurtured. I could curl up ona 
rug and drift away with her films forages. 
It went straight to DVD. 


A Serious Man (D: Joel & Ethan Coen) 
Remember the story of Job? Well, this is 
funnier. A physics professor's wife leaves 
him. His brother is arrested. He could 
any moment be accused of taking a bribe 
from an alarmingly deadpan student 


CHECK OUT OUR 2010 CLASSES - MORE AT FAVA.CA 
a) 


VIDEO 


INSTALLATION 
STARTS FEB 10 


Members $610+GST 
Non-members $645+GST. 


Learn the essential skills required 
to create your own, unique videos 


csi FAVACA & 
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CAMERA 
IN MOTIO 
STARTS JAN 23 
Learn to move your 
audience by moving 

your camera 

Mombers $330+GST, 


Non-members $415+GST 
Instructor, Brett Manyluk 


from Korea. He's inexplicably hou, 
by the Columbia Record Club Thi... 
Coen Brother's vision of the UNiver 


set in the Minneapolis Suburbs, ¢j; 


Two Lovers (D: James Gray) A Bio)}), 
dry cleaner’s son trying not to be sui, ids 
Joaquin Phoenix loves the sweet ¢i:\ jj 
family has implicitly selected for him, | 
also loves Gwyneth Paltrow, who's clear} 
bad news but is so much more exc iti, 
Healsoloves his mom, who happens, bal 
Isabella Rossellini. James Gray is a mas), 


surrender fully to romantic longing nj 
of those harrowing moments when com 
promise wollops us upside the head until 
our ears ring. 


Che (D: Steven Soderbergh) The (;) 
part of Steven Soderbergh's portrait of 
Ernesto Guevara is a puzzle made of ria) 
and error while the second arm-wrestles 
with The Thin Red Line for the title of Mog 
Hypnotic War Movie. The whole thing 
eschews Guevara the T-shirt icon, yet jt 
doesn't hoist phony biopic vulnerahjl. 
ity on him either. It's by turns lyrical ang 
strategic, a manual on armed revolution, 
and a consideration of violence as a too 
for social change. 


Sugar (D: Ryan Fleck and Anna 
Boden) Miguel "Sugar" Santos is hardly 
a revolutionary, but his story provides us 
with much insight into the uneasy alli- 
ances that span the Americas. Recruited 
to play ball, he leaves the DR for the US, 
discovers French toast and TV on the Ra- 
dio, as well as the simultaneous warmth 
and cool conservatism of the semi-rural 
Midwest. So much more than a sports 
movie—though the baseball is rendered 
excitingly—Ryan Fleck and Anna Bod 
second film is a beautiful, profoundly 
resonant tale of the unpredictable paths 
that characterize the immigrant expe! 
ence. Straight to DVD. 


Wendy and Lucy (D: Kelly Reichardt) 
One needn't be an immigrant however to 
understand how riddled with obstacles 
American life can be. Kelly Reichard’s 
neo-realist story of a young womall 
stranded in Oregon, trying to find he! 
dog and get to Alaska, uses the simplest 
of narrative elements to forge both a! 
ment for the outsider in the ostensible 
land of plenty and an ode to the kindness 


of strangers. 


Maybe not as good but still very 
good: Hunger, The Hurt Locker. '"* 
Road, Tulpan. W 


thin the most exqui- 
and crafted Fabergé egg of 
film, a film whose ghostly 
over water is the most phan- 
lly beautiful scene I will 
ever behold on screen. 
an's film is something else alto- 
er—truly haunting beauty. This is 
n adult nightmare with the darkest 
moral—thesurrealdamagewedotooth- 
s only scars ourselves, too. A dreamy 
struction of the Philangrist mas- 


murder, which comes startlingly to all 
+he more real, yet unreal life, with docu- 
mentary footage of the victims. 


4 Months, 3 Weeks, 2 Days (Romania, 
1007; D: Cristian Mungiu) Ceauces- 
-y's Romania closes around two room- 
mates as they try to secretly seek out 
abortionist. Most shots are nearly 
static and, fittingly, seem like still-lifes. 
ables, hotel counters and inexpress- 
ible feelings divide people. Anamaria 
boyfriend's home for dinner, her sense 
of weary, dazed imprisonment by this 
petty, small-minded, petit bourgeois 
bunch crackles off the screen. And 
in that hotel room, where Otilia, Ga- 
bita and the ironically named Mr. Bebe 
gather, the camera's like a surgical scal- 
‘pel into the body of 1980s Romania. 


8. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind (France/USA, 2004; D: Mi- 
chael Gondry) A perfect mixture of 
melancholy and love, of fading memory 
and fresh romance, Gondry's and Kauf- 
man’s film is about one man’s strange 
effort to forget his past love, sure, but 
it's also about film itself as a tapestry 
of recollections, as flimsy yet durable 
as celluloid. And with all its ruefulness 
and loss, it's that rare movie where ev- 
ery moment seems perfectly charged 
and every shot just right. 


9. LSnfant (Belgium, 2006; D: Jean- 
Pierre and Luc Dardenne) Forget 
Bresson—one day films will be called 
"Dardennean.” Not since Rosetta have 
the brothers tracked, so grippingly, 
@ young down-and-outer simply try- 
ing to get by in a post-industrial world 
that’s brutally cheapened life. And the 
film's tightrope-tautness, with its icily 
tense chase scene and cold protagonist, 
makes the Dardennes’ trademark am- 
bivalent ending, holding out hope and 
hopelessness, all the more wrenching. 


10. Bus 174 (Brazil, 2002; D: José 
Padilha) It's a true story of a Rio bus 
hijacking where all the TV cameras 
Sapturing the moment missed all the 
‘ruth; the gunman’s childhood and im- 
Prisonment and street-life, the flashes 
‘of trust and fear among the hostages, 
the grinding poverty and crime that 
the city seems to be paved with. Docu- 
mentary as social epic, this is an exco- 
a b ing examination of 
young man driven to air by a 
ee 


Goto extended list 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, jasper, 780.852.4749 
AVATAR (PG, violence not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri-Sat 6:30, 9:30; Sun-Thu 8:00; Thu, Dec 31, 
730 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Fri-Sat 6:70, 9:10; Sun-Wed 8:00 

CAIRO TIME (PG) 

Film Club: Thu, Jan 7: 7:30 


5074-130 Ave, 780.472.9779 
3 IDIOTS-HINDI W/E.S.T. (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:45, 11:05; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:15, 
TAS 
ROCKET SINGH: SALESMAN OF THE 
YEAR-HINDI W/E.S.T. (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:05, 4:25, 7:40 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15, 11:25; Sun-Thu 1:25, 
4:10, 6:45, 9:15 
PLANET 51(G) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:20, 11:30; Sun-Thu 1:40, 
4:20, 7:00, 9:20 
PIRATE RADIO (14, coarse language) 
Daily 1:20, 6:50 
AMELIA (PG) 
Daily 4:25, 9:30 
ASTRO BOY (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:20, 9:35, 12:00; Sun-Thu 1:50, 
4345, 7:20, 9:35 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE (PG, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:35, 7:10, 9:25, 12:50; Sun-Thu 1:30, 
4:35, 7:10, 9:25 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN (8A, brutal violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:35, 
4530, 7:25, 9:50 
COUPLES RETREAT (PG, sexual content, not 
recommended for children) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; Sun-Thu 1:15, 
4300, 7:05, 9:35 
ZOMBIELAND (8A, gory violence) 
Fri-Sat 9255, 12:05; Sun-Thu 9:55 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 
(G) 
Daily 2:55, 4:40, 7:25 
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS (8A, gory 
violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:30, 11:05; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:15, 
7:30 
THE HURT LOCKER (:4A, violence, coarse 
language) 
Daily 1:10, 4:05, 6:55, 9:45 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231-137 Ave, 780.732.2236 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 
No passes Daily 12:00, 1:10, 3:20, 4:20, 6:45, 7:40, 
9:55, 10:40 
NINE (PG) 
Daily 12:10, 3:10, 6:30, 9:20 
IT'S COMPLICATED (144) 
No passes Daily 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 9:40 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 
Daily 11:40, 12:30, 200, 2:50, 4:10, 5:15, 6:20, 7:30, 
9150 
AVATAR 30D (PG, violence, not recommended 
for young children) 
No passes Daily 6:15, 10:00; Daily 11:45, 1:00, 3:15, 
4330, 7:00, 8:00, 10:30 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
(PG) 
Daily 1:30, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Daily 12:50, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45 
INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 3:30, 9:30 
UP IN THE AIR (144, coarse language) 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00 
TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:15, 10:10 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
_ Daily 12:20, 6:40 
2012 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommend- 
ed for young children) 
Daily 8:45 
DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL (PG, 
ightening scenes, not recommended for young 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St, TEOAIG. 8585 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
No passes Fri-Sun 11:45, 12:30, 3:00, 4:15, 6:45, 7:30, 
10:00, 12:00; Mon-Thu 12:15, 1:00, 3:15, 4:15, 6:45, 
TAS, 9:45, 10:45 
NINE (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1215, 4:00, 6:50, 9:45; Mon-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:30 
IT'S COMPLICATED (14) 
No passes Daily 11:50, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 
THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNAS- 
SUS (PG, frightening scenes, , coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 12:45, 4:10, 7:45, 10:45; Mon-Thu 22:50, 4:10, 
7°25, 10:20 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS; THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 12:15, 2:00, 2:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6:50, 7:30, 
9:20; Mon-Wed 11:50, 12:15, 2:45, 5:00, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:50; Thu 11:50, 12:10, 2:15, 2:45, 4:25, 5:00, 7:30, 9:50 


AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 

Digital 3d, No passes Fri-Sun 11715, 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 
4:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 10:30; Mon-Thu 11:45, 
12:45, 1:30, 3:15, 4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:00, 10:00, 10:30 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (PG) 
Daily 1:10, 3:50, 6:35, 9:10 

PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Fri-Sun 11:55, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:55; Mon-Thu 12:55, 
2:20, 4:50, 7:35, 9:55 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

Fri-Wed 3:20, 7:35, 10:35; Thu 3:20, 7:10, 7:35, 10:35 


UP IN THE AIR (4A, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 12:25, 4:20, 7:15, 10:40; Mon-Thu 12:25, 4:20, 
7-15, 10:05 


OLD DOGS (Gc) 
Fri-Wed 9:40; Thu 1025 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Fri-Wed 12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 10:10; Thu 12:30, 3:45, 10:10 


THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 12:20, 3:25, 6:40, 10:15 


DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL (PG, frighten- 
ing scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Wed 12:20 


DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3D (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young 
children) 

Digital 3d Thu 12:20 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
No passes; Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri-Thu 12:15, 3:15, 7:00, 10:00 


AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 

No passes; Digital 3d; Stadium seating Fri-Thu 
12:00, 1:00, 4:00, 5:00, 8:00, 9:00 


UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital; No passes Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:25, 
7:20, 10:20 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:50, 3:50 


THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 6:50, 
9:50 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

Stadium seating, DTS Digital Fri-Tue,Thu 22:20, 3:45, 
6:45, 9:45; Wed 12:20, 3:45, 9:45 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (PG) 
No passes, DTS Digital, Stadium seating Fri-Wed 
12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15; Thu 12:05, 2:40, 10:15 
IT’S COMPLICATED (14A) 


DTS Digital, No passes, Stadium Seating Daily 12:10, 
3:00, 7:10, 10:10 


NINE (PG) 


Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 
10:30 


4271-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 
TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 8:40 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 6:35; Mon-Thu 5:10 
UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Sun 1:45, 4:25, 7:15: 9°55 Mon-Thu 
5:45, 8:50 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:30 
INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 3:30, 9:30; Mon-Thu 8:15 
AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) ’ 
Digital 3d, On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 12:45, 1:15, 4:20, 
4:50, 8:00, 9:00; Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 8:00 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 5:50, 8:45 
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ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: TH 


No passes; On 2 screens: Fri-Sun 12:00, 1:00, 2:20, 
3259, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20; On 2 screens: Mon-Thu 5:00, 
5:30, 8:10. 

TTS COMPLICATED (4A) 

No passes Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
$15, 830 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 


No passes Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
§:20, 8:20 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


6601-48 Ave, Camrose, 780.608.2144 
AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 
Daily 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:30 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 6:50 9:10; Sat-Sun a0 
IT'S COMPLICATED (144) 
Daily 7:00 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:00 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Daily 7:15 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 
Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Dr, 780.416.0150 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

No passes Fri-Sun 12:15, 3:30, 7:30, 10:20; Mon-Thu 
7:30, 10:20 


NINE (PG) 

Fri 1:25, 4:15, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 7:15, 
10:00; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:00 

{T'S COMPLICATED (144) 

No passes Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 7:40, 10:30; Mon-Thu 
7-40, 10:30 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 

Fri 12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:35, 
4545, 70, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:30 

AVATAR 3D (PG, violence, not recommended 
for young children) 

No passes Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:30, 8:15; Mon-Thu 
8:15; Digital 3d, No passes Fri-Sun 11:45, 3:15, 
7:90, 10:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:30 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
(PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:20, 
10:10 


PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:20, 2:45, 6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 


INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 4:00, 9:40; Mon-Thu 9:40 


UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:45, 7:45, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:45, 
10215 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50 


GRANDIN THEATRE-ST ALBERT 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St Albert, 
780.458.9822 


AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 

No passes; Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:20, 9:15 

IT'S COMPLICATED (14A) 

No passes Daily 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:20, 9:35 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 

No passes; Daily 1:15, 3:20, 5:05, 7:00, 8:55 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 

No passes; Daily 1:30, 4:05, 7:10, 9:40 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:00, 4:55, 6:50, B40 


Laduc, 780.352.3922 


INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 6:55, 9:30; Fri-Sun 12:55, 3:30 

AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:35; Daily 6:45, 9:45 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:05, 3:25; Daily 7:05, 9:25 

SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 


mended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:35; Daily 7:00, 9:35 


9828-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 780.425.9212 
Closed until January 5 


TURKEY SHOOT: LOGAN'S RUN (STC) 
Wed, Jan 6: 8:00 


DOC SOUP: PRESUMED GUILTY (STC) 
‘Thu, Jan 7: 7:00 


Pitt cc 
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PARKLAND CINEMA7 


‘TRO Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780.972.2332 
(Spruce Grove, Stomy Plain, Parkland Couey) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 3:25; Daily 6:45, 9:25 

UP IN THE AIR (14A, coarse language) 

Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:30; Daily 7-10, 9:25 


IT'S COMPLICATED (244) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:20; Daily 7:00, 9:20 


AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00; Daily 6:30, 9:45 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (Pc) 
Sat, Sun, The 2:05, 3:15; Daily 7:05, 9:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 3:05; Daily 6:50, 9:05 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00; Daily 6:55, 9:00 


87Q-109 St, 780.433.0728 


THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
(PG, coarse language, frightening scenes) 
Daily 6:45, 9:15; Fri, Sat, Sun 2:00 


10537-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 


PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL ‘PUSH’ BY 
SAPPHIRE (14A, sexual violence, coarse language, 
disturbing content) Daily 6:50, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun 230 
THE YOUNG VICTORIA (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, TBOA442400 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

No passes Daily 12:15 3:30, 7:20, 10730 
NINE (PG) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:45. 9:45 

TTS COMPLICATED (14A) 

No passes Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:20, 12:50, 1:40, 2:20, 4:10, 4:50, 6:40, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 12:50, 1:40, 2:20, 4210, 4:50, 6:40, 9:20 
AVATAR 30D (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) 

Digital 3d, No passes Fri-Sun 11:00, 1:00, 2:45, 5:00, 
6:30, 9:00, 10:15; Mon-Thu 1:00, 2:45, 5:00, 6:30, 9:00, 
10:15 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (Pc) 
Daily 1:30, 4:49, 7:50, 10:40 


AVATAR: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young children) 
No passes Daily 11:45, 3:15, 7:00, 10:30 


PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:00, 4°30, 7:19, 9:40; Mon-Thu 2:00, 
4330, 7:10, 9:49 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 7:15, 10:20 


UP IN THE AIR (4A, coarse language) 


Daily 1:15, 4:20, 7:30, 10:10 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Fri-Wed 12:30, 4:00, 7:40, 10:45; Thu 12:30, 3:40, 630 


2012 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 
Daily 2:30, 6:30, 10:00 


DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Daily 12:00 


‘TM Ave, Groat Rd, 780.455.8726 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:55; Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 5:00, 8:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 1:15, 3:35, 7:05, 
9:25; Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 5:30, 8:30 

17'S COMPLICATED (4A) 

DTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:20, 6:35, 9:40; 
DTS Digital Mon-Thu 5:20, 8:20 

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? (PG) 
DTS Digital Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:05, 7:15, 10:05; Mon-Thu 
5:10, 810 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL (G) Daily 12:55, 3:15, 6:55, 925 
SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 1:00, 3:35. 7:00, 9:35 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Daily 1:05, 3:20, 7.05, 9:20 

AVATAR (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 12:30, 3:35, 6:45, 9°45 
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JOIN TODAY anp SAVE 


Get 
6 WEEKS 
y* 
FREE! 


NO MONEY DOWN 


Whether you're planning on losing weight, toning up, gaining 
muscle or just relaxing in the sauna our club offers a wide variety of 
programs and just about every feature you could wish for in a gym 
membership. 


Call today 780-466-4124 


goodlifefitness.com 


GoodLife 
FITNESS 


Edmonton South Park Centre 24 HR Co-Ed and for Women 
5803 Calgary Trail NW 


CO-ED 


for WOMEN 


24 


HOUR 


Showroom Hours 
9am - 9pm (Mon.-Fri.) 9am - Spm (Sat.-Sun.) 


“Based on the purchase of a 1. or2 year membership. Bi-weekly payments will commence based on your start 
date after club has opened. No- additional fees are required above the reqular membership fee. Offer valid at 
GoodLife Edmonton 24 Hour Co-Ed and for Women club only. Limited time offer, Other conditions apply. 

see club for details. 
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FILM // BEST OF THE DECADE 


TTT Tn 


Ten years, 28 films 


Another take on the last 10 years in cinema 


JOSEF BRAUN 

// }OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

a 

wenty-eight films to remember from the first decade 

of our 21st century. The number is arbitrary, but from 
such arbitrary elements we forge our lists, striving to 
bring some order to the recent past. If one thing is cer- 
tain about the last decade in movies, it's that no amount 
of industry tumult—the ungovernable Internet; the va- 
garies of home video; the strikes; the ostensible death of 
cinema-going which thankfully never happened—hasn't 
had the slightest effect on our capacity to make great 
movies. What has changed is our ability to get great mov- 
ies seen. The studio juggernauts, with their advertising 
budgets equal to the gross national product of numerous 
small countries, have arguably never been worse, while 
the best independent and foreign releases became only 
more confined, not just to art houses but often only to 
festivals. Clearly, as we look to the future, those of us pas- 
sionate about movies are placing our hopes that all these 
new delivery systems will somehow make great movies 
easier to discover, and that the digitization of theatres 
might make bringing small movies to big screens more 
economically feasible. 

Frankly, the below list wasn't so much finished as aban- 
doned. After a while I simply couldn't keep mulling over 
my 100-strong short list any longer without going into’a 
trance. A trail of masterpieces lies beyond these 28. I decid- 
ed to allow only one movie per director so as to cover more 
ground, which meant the decade's best filmmakers—Alm- 
odévar, David Cronenberg, Claire Denis, Michael Haneke, 
Werner Herzog, Lucrecia Martel—could have just as easily 
had another title on this list. Some wound up without a 
movie included at all, despite the fact that the last decade 
of movies from Gus Van Sant, the Dardenne Brothers, Alek- 
sandr Sokurov, Guy Maddin, or the deliriously prolific Ste- 
ven Soderbergh were sometimes revolutionary and in ev- 
ery case consistently impressive—it's this very consistency 
that made it so hard to pick one film that stood out. 

Great movies can do so many things, from entertaining 
to beguiling us, from enlightening to devastating us, from 
blowing our minds to re-awakening our senses. Some of 
the movies on this list—see numbers five, seven and10—do 
many of these things at once with exhilarating verve. Some 
of them, we might argue—numbers 23 and 25—do only one 
or two of these things but do them so gloriously as to tower 
above other movies that merely do countless things deftly. 

In the end I chose the movies I chose because they usurped 
the choicest real estate in my imagination and still haven't 
moved away; because they continue to fascinate me even 
after the initial dazzle faded away; because they continue 
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to move me long after first catching me off guard: because 
they thrill me shamelessly; because they make me afraid 
of the world while still wanting to fight for it; because the 
make me in love with the world even when it seems to love 
no one; because they allow me to keep dreaming, eyo, 
when I'm wide awake. : 


y 


1. Inthe Mood for Love (D: Wong Kar-wai, 2000) 

2. Mulholland Dr. (D: David Lynch, 2001) 

3. Syndromes and a Century (D: Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, 2006) 

4. Code Unknown (D: Michael Haneke, 2000) 

5. The Holy Girl (D: Lucrecia Martel, 2004) 

6. The Intruder (D: Claire Denis, 2004) 

7. Zodiac (D: David Fincher, 2007) 

8. Summer Hours (D: Olivier Assayas, 2008) 

9. There Will Be Blood (D: P.T. Anderson, 2007) 

10. A History of Violence (D: David Cronenberg, 
2005) 

11. Silent Light (D: Carlos Reygadas, 2007) 

12. The New World (D: Terrence Malick, 2005) 

13. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (D: Miche! 

Gondry, 2004) 

14. Wendy and Lucy (D: Kelly Reichardt, 2008) 

15. Fat Girl (D: Catherine Breillat, 2001) 

16. No Country for Old Men (D: Joel & Ethan Coen, 
2007) 

17. Volver (D: Pedro Almodévar, 2006) 

18. George Washington (D: David Gordon Green, 
2000) 

ig. Encounters at the End of the World (D: Werner 
Herzog, 2008) 

20. Birth (D: Jonathan Glazer, 2004) 

21. The Royal Tenenbaums (D: Wes Anderson, 2001} 

22. Children of Men (D: Alfonso Cuarén, 2006) 

23. Colossal Youth (D: Pedro Costa, 2006) 

24. I'm Not There (D: Todd Haynes, 2007) 

25. The Limits of Control (D: Jim Jarmusch, 2009) 

26. Three Times (D: Hou Hsiao-hsien, 2005) 

27. Werckmeister Harmonies (D: Béla Tarr, 2000) 

28. Before Sunset (D: Richard Linklater, 2004) © 
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coffee for a year and much more! 


Tickets $10 each or 3 for $25 


Available online at www.ckua.com/harley 


Buy your tickets before January 24, 2010, 
for a chance to win the Early Bird prize, a Coffee-Connoisseur 
package including a professional espresso machine, Barista lessons, 


Complete rules and regulations ~ www.ckue.com/harley. Raffle License: 285797. All proceeds support the CKUA Radio Network 


Narley-Davidsorf 2010 XL Nightster 


Special thanks to our prize sponsors: 


Harley-Davidson of Fort McMurray 


Transcend Coffee bed q 
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decade in review 


e musicians have their say as the door slams on 2009 


iven the tidyness that comes 
with the dawning of 2010, 
“s understandable why so many 


est-of-the-decade lists have 
ropped up as 2009 draws to a 
There have certainly been 


ical snapshots that stand out 
hen surveying the last 10 years. 
ut of the mass of individual 
oments, though, perhaps the 
iggest change has been the shift 
yom an industry based on selling 


albums to one in which albums 
are free for the taking all across 
the Internet. What began with 
compressing songs into MP3s led 
to the free for all that was Nap- 
ster and, ultimately, to the even 
freer for all that exists today with 
the world of torrents, Rapidshare 
and even emailed files. The digi- 
tal form changed the landscape, 
and while the full scope of those 
changes is yet to be seen as the 
industry—both labels and art- 


P¥a@ Enter Sandor 
cxH Backlash Blues 


“Bl New Sounds 


twueweekly.com >>IMUSIC 


* Grady, Ron Hawkins and more live at 
Vue Weekly 


* The Classical Score: highlights of the 
week's classical performances 


ists—continues to play catch up, 
one thing is certain: the Internet 
now plays a massive role in the 
dissemination of music. 

That's an approach that's not 
relegated just to the distribution 
of music by iTunes and torrents, 
though—-Vue Weekly has also 


jumped into the online world. 


with both feet. It all started a 
few years ago with a tiny room in 
the back of the office, with black 
curtains hung in front and an old 


quilt nailed to the wall behind, 
and local singer-songwriter Dar- 
rek Anderson coming in for a 
trial run, recording a couple of 
songs acoustically for a podcast. 
Then the Perpetrators stopped in 
while on the road away from the 
band's Winnipeg home, the trio 
squeezing into the room, and 
from there the studio moved into 
a larger space that can accomo- 
date a full band. 

The last year has been a big one 


for those of us working here as 
we brought more and more art- 
ists into the space to perform. 
We've also ventured outside of 
the studio to turn our cameras 
on live performances around 
the city. So as this year draws to 
a close, we've handed this space 
over to a few of those musicians 
who've been in front of our cam- 
eras to let them talk about what 
the last decade of music has 
meant to them. 
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HE DECADE // RODNEY DECROO 


iving with the past 


RODNEY DECROO 
// MY SPACE.COM/WARTORNMAN 

turn 43 years old at the end of Decem- 

ber. I'm officially old. In the youth- 

fixated world of music, that makes me 

}a fucking dinosaur. But who cares? My 
20s were overrated. I mean, waking 
up on the floor somewhere covered in 
puke got old after a while. I was always 
a bad drunk and in my 20s I was mostly 
drunk—but I digress. 

There are some great things about get- 
ting old, though. My time is precious so 
I don’t waste it listening to stuff because 
its supposed to be cool. [listen to stuff! 
like because I like it. I like singer-song- 
writers and alt-country, so that's what I 
mostly listen to. Also, getting old means 
‘don't need to wander, I'm able to find 
what I need at home, so I wrote a list of 
my favourite songs of the last decade by 
Western Canadian artists.  ~ 

Getting old also means I don't give a 


shit about what other people say, so if 
you don’t like my list don’t waste your 
Sreath ‘cause I'll hit you with my cane. 
Besides, I id I was a music writ- 


er. These are the that have lived 
with me the past decade. 


. Flophouse Jr, "Transistor Radio,” 
“nreleased. When I asked Jon Wood 
way he hasn't released this song he just 
“hugged his shoulders. He's a perverse 
bastard. It’s like he doesn't want any- 
®8¢ to know how good he really is. This 
*ong proves both points. You can hear it 
* Myspace.com/flophousejr. 


2. Herald Nix, "What A World," What 
A World, "Outside the Death House," 
Everybody Loves You. While folk festi- 
vals across the land are booking folk- 
light crap like the Wailin’ Jennys year 
after year, one of Canada’s greatest liv- 


-ing treasures gets passed over again 


and again. He doesn't give a shit, but 
somebody should. 


3. Old Reliable, "In the Clover,” Pulse 
of Light/Dark Landscape, "Every- 
where," The Gradual Moment. Why 
Edmonton used to kick motherfuckin’ 
ass! OK, I know, I know, Edmonton still 
kicks ass, but I'm not hearing anything 
that comes close to these guys. 


4. Carolyn Mark, "Irish Bar," Sound 
of the Tone, "Scarecrows," Sound of 
the Tone. She's Canada’s reigning Coun- 
try Queen. The rest are pretenders. She 
lives every fucking bit of it. 


5. Rae Spoon, "My Heart is a Piece 
of Garbage Fight Seagulls Fight,” 
Superioryouareinferior. 1 think this 
is the best album Rae Spoon has re- 
leased to date. Not because it's all 
indie-rockish and down with the kids 
like Rae seems to think, but because 
he's never been this vulnerable before 
in his lyrics and his singing. Yes, that's 
a good thing. 


6. Cam Penner, "Peace of Mind,” 
Trouble and Mercy. OK, he's a big, 
bearded dick, but I actually got tears in 
my eyes the first time I heard this song. 


7. Doug Andrews and the 
Circus In Flames, "See You 
Waving," A Little Bit of Gas- 
oline. You know when you 
can't listen to a song because 
it hurts too much? I heard 
this song live at the Railway 
while going through a horri- 
ble break up. I could hardly 
breathe listening to Doug 
sing it. It said everything I 
didn't want to believe but 
knew I had too. Yep, one of 
those songs. 


8. Bughouse 5, "Walt 
Whitman," 24 Hour Char- 
lie. Butch Murphy has paid 
the full price of admission 
for every song he's written. 


9. The Swiftys, "Rollin’ 
Back," The Swiftys. This 
song kicks my ass ev- 
ery time I hear it. I don't 
want to go back, but I’ve 
been there. 


10. MeatDraw, "Old 
World," fin du monphone. 
I met these Victoria, BC 
cats at a show in Nanton, 
Alberta at the Auditorium” 
Hotel. Carolyn Mark was 
touring with us and had 
told them they could 
crash our gig. I was a bit 
pissed at first, but not af- 
ter! heard them play. WV 
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NEW YEARS EVE THE SOULICITORS 


NEEDLES TO VINYL & MY SISTER OCEAN 


fTHURSDAY DECEMBER 


THE SOULICITORS 


NEEDLES TO VINYL 
MY SISTER OCEAN 


FRI JANUARY 1 


ANIMAL PRINT 


T-SHIRT PARTY 


Seas $5 / NO COVER WITH ANIMAL PRINT SHIRT 
ANIMAT PRINT 


T SHIRT Panty 
SHIRT PARTY San JaNUARY 2 


IN THE MIDST 
OF MURDER 


LOST HORIZON | BOHD 
AS BOLD AS LIONS 


SAT JANUARY 9 *\ i)! 


BOOGIE HILL 


; ‘SATURDAY JANUARY 9 
boogie hill 


facers 


FRI JANUARY 15 | 


DJ TRON | KREEYATE | JUST 2 GUYS 


WITH GUEST DJ MAX 
= OPNMIXX PRIME | MIYURU FERNANDO 
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Sr Alive (Bon Jovi tri.) 
ROSE AND 
Patrol (after 9:30pm), ¢ 
SAWMILL BAN 
CENTRE NYE: 11 Quer 
ICS; 9-1am 
SHAW CONFEREN, 
PAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 CENTRE The Bea;'; = 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS @ VUEWEEKLY.COM Bash: Shi lown, 5, 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM Code, Inward Eye. 8pm: 
STU TTTTT $49.50 at TicketMaste; 
Es CASINO EDMONTON ee to the Bear's 
THURSDAY NYE: Suite 33 (pop/rock) pana 
ARTERY NYE: Meatdraw, | CASINO YELLOWHEAD 2010: NYE: disco, T 
Secretaries, Mountain NYE: Samira as Tina Turner 2 ‘ 
House, Pale Moon Lights; (tribute) with Thomas_ Bane is, NEW CITY LIKWID deca so 
8pm; $20 (door) Alexander (Motown tribute) eae (door; tickets LOUNGE NYE jam: Slates,  STARLITEROOM 
RHUNTERPUBNYE: CBC CENTRE STAGE dh ge City Streets, F. Raygun Cowboys, Ol," 
Dangerous Guise tickets at Edmonton Centre eue Clothing, Alexis 9pm (door); no minors; Wives, Sally's Krack: 
the Beer Hunter Uz2: Charlotte and Sara lubwear, Soular Clothin S10 (door only) Blame It's, Down the} a 
BILLIARD CLUB Jack Command, Ua Brown and Shadified Salon, Iie Foods. © NORTHGLENORAHALL — The Rumble stp 
Daniel's Black and White Jge cle ogy fone EMPIRE BALLROOM Jam by Wild Rose Old Next Time; 7 Bands 
Party: Wheat Pool; CENTURY CASINO NYE: Playboy Mansion NYE: Time Fiddlers 3 Rooms; 7pm (door); 
$io at the aie EB Harlequin; 7pm (door); ath (door) O'BYRNE IRISH PUB Gav from DJs, Freeclo 
BLACK DOG tome ENCORE CLUB NYE: Black style: The Nicky ag 
FREEHOUSE NYE: Ben = and White Night; gpm Tams (Celt ; 7pm a WEST SALOON 
Stevenson and bandwith CENTURY GRILL Dj (dons Sorat moet midnight fo byDJs ‘Shane Chisholm 
Michael Rault; Wooftop: spinning *70s through to HACKERWS Chi beats; $20, reserve * 
funk, indie dance/nu disco, 2009; 8pm; $25 (adv), $35 S Chill Factor ONTHEROCKSNYE:The Dis 
breaks, drum and bass, (door) (rock); no minors; casual Superband; 9pm (door) BANK ULTRA 
house with DJ Gundam; CHROMELOUNGENYE: “=i 5-2am;Sio teilice Pho NYE Tiibuteto Olds 
Underdog: Dub, Reggae, Dj Nak and Bikini Girls;$io HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB NYE: Soe Holidays with Dj Ri 
Dancehall, Ska, Calypso (ady)/$1s (door)/$20 (dinner) A Secondhand NYE: T News of s 
d Soca with Topwi Fleetwood Mac Rum PAWN SHOP Th Bee at 207, Ryan Vi 
a alles al gs CROWN AND ANCHOR Rene ee . Benny Hawk and Mik- 
Soundsystem groove; 7pm Z tribute with the James Soulicitors, Needles to Won; ‘d 
(door); $15 at the Black raf Meee Murdoch Band, Ann Vinyl, My Sister Ocean; ee es cres 
Dog, Blackbyrd (adv)/$20 (door) ae Amber Bissonnette; (door); $10 (ady at at 780:7207412, E bry a 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE NYE DELTA HOTEL-Grande mi (door); $25 (adv; NS30 ie , Megatunes) thel iat pee. 

2 Ballroom Latin New Cancer le at vet 
with the Rault Brothers : PLAY NIGHTCLUB NYE BILLY BOB'S L 
Bandrecla' cut Years: The Orquesta Of TicketMaster, The Haven, Glam: DJs Showbo OUNGE 

Queen of Salsa, Yari Moré Blackbyrd, Megatunes d Toonflash, M: y Escapack Entertainment 
BLUES ON WHYTE NYE: Y Su Orquesta with Celia CR Perit BUDDY'S DJ Bobby 5 
Mocking Shadows; 7pm Cruz; DJ Morena, DJ Fuego; EOE aN Caaf Led CEN I no cov: bef a 
(door); $20 (adv)/2s (door) Top of the Inn Jazzy NYE: MisfarHealigle, Gold f (adv); $20 (door) hiwe na Millionaire Wer 
BRIXX BAR NYE: Raygun dinner music by Elizabeth KA mn; ea ee RED PIANO BAR Red Underwear Contest 
Cowboys, Old Wives, Freiter (piano); Alfie e ane ace NEW ane ar CHROME LOUN! 

Sally's Krackers, The Blame  Zappacosta; tickets at TIX HYDEAWAY NYE: hip featuring live dueling pianos; IGE NYE 
It’s, Down The Hatch, The ie Square hop, '8os, reggae with Luca, _ $40 (show only); reserve ten goand dance with Dj 
Rumble Strippers and DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE aoa Mmmberta at at 780.486.7722 adnie om Girls; $1 
Fire Next Time; 7 Bands, Nessa, Chiq Addiction, eas pelda ee a Wen, _ RIVER CREE RESORT- 
8 DJs 3 Rooms; 7pm Young AK, Addition, DJS DJ ee oraeat Noort Grand Ballroom New FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyie | 
(door); limited tickets $10 incycle, DJ Andrei T, DJ ataunor zat eum gor Year's Gala variety show: Aive Requests with DJ 
then $15 and finally $20 nies Sis L.B'S PUB NYE Bash Derek Edwards (comedy); Damian ’ 
at Freecloud, Blackbyrd, with Danita Lynn and the DJ Tomski; formal dress; KAS BAR Urban House 

yr 


Brixx, TIX on the Square 
CAMROSE RESORT 
CASINO NYE: Ransom; 
8:30 (music); $45.95 


180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780.441.6966 
AVENUE THEATRE 9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2149 


. AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 1076s Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 
BEER HUNTER PUB 7522-178 St, 780.489.7877 


BILLIARD CLUB and Floor, 10505 Whyte Ave, 
BO4PLONS 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 
780.484.7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 720.989.2861 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 

BRIXX BAR 10030-1032 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 
BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 


CAMROSE RESORT CASINO 3201-48 Ave, Camrose 
780.679.0904 


CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 780.463.946 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780-44.0467 
CENTURY GRILL 3975 Calgary Tr, 780.431.0303 
CHATEAU LOUIS 1727 Kingsway, 780 452 7770 
CHRISTOPHER'S 202: Millbourne Rd, 780.462.696« 
CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Tr, 720.4140 
COAST TO COAST 5552 Calgary Tr, 780.439.8675 
COPPERPOT Capital Place, 101, 9707-110 St 
780.452.7800 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 1627) Castiedowns Rd 
780.472.7696 

CROWN PUB 10709-1095 


DELTA HOTEL Grande Ballroom, 4404 Gateway 
Boulevard; Top of the inn, 4404 Gateway Boulevard 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave, 780.465.4834 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 11345 Wayne Gretzky Drive 
780-465 6224 


THE DRUID IRISH PUB 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 
DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 
OVS TAVERN 8307-99 St, DV8TAVERN.com 


EARLY STAGE SALOON 4501-<2 Ave, Stony Plair 
780.983.0120 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 780.453.3663 

EDMONTON DOWNTOWN Churchill So, Stanley Milner 
Library Theatre, CBC, Edmonton City Centre, 780.423 2822 
eventsedmonton.ca/nyed.php 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase [Ir 


St, 780.428.5618 
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THE DRUID IRISH PUB 
Live music with Darrell Barr 
§-30-8:30pm; DJ at 9pm 
EARLY STAGE SALOON 


Straight Shot Band; 6:30 


780.489.SHOW 


EMPIRE BALLROOM 2687 WEM, 8882-170 St, 
780.486.9494 


ENCORE CLUB 957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 780.417.0111 
FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St 

FILTHY MCNASTY'S 1051-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 

FLOW LOUNGE 11415 Wayne Gretzky Dr, 780.604.CLUB 
FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 

FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, St Albert 

FUNKY BUDDHA 10342-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780-488 4843 

GINGUR SKY 15505-1:8 Ave, 780.913.4312/780.953. 3606 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423. HALO 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 1920A (basement), Stony Plain 
Rd, 780.756.6010 


HILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 720.40.168 
HYDEAWAY 10209-1200 Ave, 780.426.5381 
HACKSAWS 1903 Lakewood Road West, 89 St, 28 Ave, 
780-469-4433 

IRON BOAR PUB 452:-sast St, Wetaskiwin 

IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South 

JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780.45:.8779 

J AND R 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 

JEKYLL AND HYDE 10209-1300 Ave, 780.426.5381 
KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 

L.B'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Albert, 780.460.9100 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, and Fi, 780.447.4495 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-1012 St, 
780.428.1818 


MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10::8-79 St 

NAKED ON JASPER CYBERCAFE 10354 Jasper Ave, 
780.425.9730 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 

NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 

NIKKI DIAMONDS 8:30 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 
NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-1094 Ave 

O'BYRNE'S 10626-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 

ON THE ROCKS 12730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 
ORLANDO'S 1 
PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444 2122 


usu63-2m2 St 


8-30am; $140, in support of 


with DJ Mark Stevens; opm 


(door); 7-8:30pm (buffet); Medecins Sans Frontiérs 
$50 (buffet dinner and (MSP), Doctors Without ee ork See : 
dance)/$30 (dance only) Borders; The Venue Dead sae i DJ ein 


PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.081; 


PLANET INDI Ave 11607 Jasper Ave; St 
Albert 812 Liberton Dr, St Albert 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, 780.497.7529 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-<7 A 
PROHIBITION 11026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 


REDNEX BAR-Morinville 1413-100 Ave, Morinville 
780.939.6955, rednex.ca 


RED PIANO BAR 1638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
780.486.7722 


RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 
RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St 

ROSE AND CROWN PUB 10235-2101 St, 780.426.7327 
RIC'S GRILL 24 Perron St, St Albert, 780.460.660 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave, 720.439-24: 
ROrenTSon. WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 1020 
123 St 


ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10122-1227 St 
780.482.5253 


ROSE AND CROWN 10235-2101 St 


SAWMILL BANQUET CENTRE 3840-76 Ave, 
780.468.4115 


12336-102 Av 


78045-9574; Stanley Milner Library 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq; Varscona, Varscona Hotel, 106 Si, W/hy* 
Ave 


SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 780.453.6006 
SORRENTINOS—South 4208 CalgaryTR S, 780.434:7°°" 
SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St, 780.472.6337 
STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 720.428.1099 


STEEPS—College Plaza 11116-83 Ave, 780.988.5105 0 
Glenora 12411 Stony Main Rd, 780.488.1505 


STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 
SUEDE LOUNGE 11306 Jasper Ave, 780.482: 
TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St Albert. 7 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave 
UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7999 


VINYL RETRO DANCE LOUNGE 10740 Jasp=: Av 
780-428 Bhs5 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912-s0 St, 780.476.33* 
WUNDERBAR 8120-102 St, 780.436.2256 

Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.325. 
yafterbours.com 


YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St AlD=" 
780.459.0295 


OMME 


— 


7% 


T >> DEATH OF THE ALBUM 


at a time 


value of a single song has risen over the past decade or so 


, the last few weeks, music fans 
e been bombarded by best-of-the-de- 
e lists—even though the decade 
esn't actually end until Decem- 
31, 2010, but we can't let 
oper math and timekeep- 
g get in the way, can we? 
. * om blogs to hipster mags 
d websites to the BBC the 

s have been, well, weirdly 
pmogenous. Over and over, 

are getting Radiohead's Kid 


Wilce’s Yankee Hotel Foxtrot and the : 


wrokes' Is This It. 


But really, hasn't this decade really : 
en about the death of the traditional : 
bum? Sales have been eroded, as more : 
i more consumers have choseninstead : 
p cherry-pick songs through online re- : 
ers. We listen to shuffles and iMixes : 
er than putting an album on and lis- : 


ning to it the whole way through. 


2 ing power of Wilco or Radiohead; really, 
: when was the last time you listened to : 


“Last Nite?”"—the whole concept of 
an album defining a generation or 


thing that died in 2000. 


defining this decade as we talk 
the 1990s, or Sgt. Pepper's Lone- 


Underground and Nico and the 1960s? 
So, wouldn't it be a lot more relevant 
if music critics around the world instead 
decided to emphasize the lists of the 100 
most important singles of the decade? It 


young fans prefer to digest their music in 
four- or five-minute snippets rather than 
taking in entire albums. And young audi- 


= ences have always shaped music journal- 
And maybe that's why my cynical side : 
events me from really getting excited : 
bout any of these lists. As good as : 
jose three albums were—and | would : 
westion the Strokes’ lofty position, sim- : 
ly because Is This It hasn't had the stay- : 


ism. If we wrote to fortysomethings we'd 
be writing about Genesis tours and the 


Yes, in its decade-end “OO” issue 
(ahem, that decade thing again. 2010, 
people. 2010.) Rolling Stone did do lists 


2 of both the top 100 songs and albums. 


Really, the singles list should carry more 


; weight, if you are the kind of person to 


: whom lists are important. Because, if the 
a decade may be, well, some- : 


Strokes finish higher than the Killers on 


: someone's list, then your preference of 
Kid A was fantastic, but do : 
? just all that little bit more justified. And, 


= well, music journalists live for lists, 
about Nirvana's Nevermind and : 


“Last Nite” over “Somebody Told Me” is 


Funny thing is, if we focused on singles, 


: we'd limit the importance of Kid A and 
ly Hearts Club Band or The Velvet : 


Yankee Hotel Foxtrot, as neither was 


: known for any one individual track. But | 
: think that would be a lot more reflective 
} of where music fans are today. We need 
: to recognize the fact that lines like “I got 
: 99 problems but a bitch ain't one” and 
would reflect the fact that most modern, : 


“Somebody told me you had a boyfriend 


¢ that looked like a girlfriend that I had in 
i February of last year” were anthemic to a 
: generation that grew up in the 2000s— 
: even if that generation would have trou- 
: ble naming any other tracks from the al- 
: bums from which those songs came. W 
Sting Christmas album. It doesn't happen. : 

: Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
= of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
: living in Toronto. 


Ave Top tracks, rock, retro Saturdays; 7:30-10pm; free Indie, punk, rock, dance, 
with DJ Damian CASINO EDMONTON retro, rock); 8pm (door) 
GAS PUMP Top 40/dance Suite 33 (pop/rock) RED PIANO BAR Hottest 
with Dj Chistian CASINO YELLOWHEAD —_ducling piano show 
GINGUR Flossin’ Fridays: Lisa Hewitt (country/rock) se =a 6 mt ast ane 
eee oe ; COASTTOCOASTIve = nee caee ive 
weekly guest DJ bands every Sat; 9:30pm D , 
estroyer (KISS tribute) 
LEVEE 2 LOUNGE CROWN PUB Acoustic 
Hypnotiq Friday: Breakbeat, Open Stage during the SORRENTINOS-South Jazz 
house, pro; ‘ive and day/Electric Open Stage Series; 8pm; no cover 
clectro with Groovy Cuvy, at night with Marshal WILD WEST SALOON 
Steroroumnd altesriaive Dj Fuuze Lawrence; 1:30pm (sign- Shane Chisholm 
aon Dy Dervish, Blue NEWCASTLE PUB Fridays up), every Sat2-5PM i. snnsnnsninnnnn 
, Anomymouse, guests; House, dance mix with DJ pYg TAVERN Live music Ds 
pm (door); no minors; $20 Donbran every Sat; 9pm; $5 AZUCAR PICANTE Every 
v)/S2s (door) NEW CITY LIKWID EARLY STAGE SALOON- Sat: DJ Touch It, hosted by 
0 Notorious Aaa La chy Stony Plain Saturday Live Papi 
fhursdays Dancehall, hip Music BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
op with DJ Footnotes PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first ENCORE CLUB So Saturday DJs on three 
bsted by Elle and barforthe queer community — sweeeeet Saturdays levels. Main Floor: Menace 
onScience every Thu; to open in a decade with Sessions: alt rock/electro/ 
per DJ's Alexx coe doors Epa OCIAL CLUB trash with Miss Mannered 
: St ; 2:30pm; $89 Toonflash; 9pm (door), $5 
“ihe = viworplzynighishil HILLTOP PUB Open stage) BUDDY'S DJ Earth Shiver 
Sis at TicketMaster . + > 'n' Quake; 8pm; no cover 
VL RETRO DANCE circle)/$79 ( ‘ RED STAR Movin' on Up mic Sat: hosted by Sally's Betranntas 
: Dingo Galay $a $49 (choir loft) at indie, rock, funk, Krackers Sean Brewer, natn 
pal) ’ Gees soul, hip hop with DJ Gatto, Bseo ae hip hop, house, mash up 
bis Deadaerdsenauivesyessausvobesusinae DJ Mega Wattson HYDEAWAY-AILL Ages Art Siete ae ae 
; Space Joshua David ,D S9 ; 
ROUe: LOUNGE Solice (@ release} Baxapmn Saturdays Stone Tris 
; —— Friday ‘Fri: Dy Papi and DJ Latin Friday HILLTOP PUB Open ESMERALDA’S Super 
Friday ion a rome Stage/mic hi by Sally's arties: Every Sat a 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE eR Krackers; 3pm different theme 
nnected Fri STOLLI'S Top 40, IRON BOAR ; FLUID LOUNGE 
The ~seraie ad house with People's DJ Wetaskiwin ateien Gone Gold Mab Up wl 
Delano, Luke Morrison STONEHOUSE PUB Top 4o trios the ast Saturday each Harmen B and DJ Kwake 
BAR-B-BAR DJ James; with DJ Tysin month: this month: TheDon FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte 
no cover SUE ev Nic-E Bemer Trio; gpm; $10 ie ins mo, Fei 
WwiLD Fridays Remixed every Friday IVORY CLUB Dueling with DJ Damian 
ae cake TEMPLE T.G.I Psydays; piano show with Jesse, GINGUR SKY Soulout 
= DOG opm. Shane, Tiffany and Erik Saturdays 
ind Main Root elect WUNDERBAR Fridays with 27d guests HALO For Those Who 
jams with Neyine-indie, the Pony Girls, DJ Avinder JAMMERS PUB Saturday Know: house every Sat 
motown, new wave, and DJ Toma; no cover ee jam, 3-7:30pm; country/ sae vy Junior ny 
Perverted AFTERHOURS 9pm-2am ‘e Morrison, ‘or 
Fridays PunkandSkaffom = undation Fridays LB'S PUB Molsons Sat Delano, Ari Rhodes 
the hos jos anid “hos with open stage every Saturday LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
ed SATURDAY ahemoon mhoated by Lenny Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy 
BOOTS Retro Disco: aa 
dance 8° 180 DEGREES Dancehall MORANGO'S TEK CAFE = 
BUDDY'S DJ Arrow Chaser; es u xe we Y Saturday stage: hosted ee, nee 40, requests 
Spminocomrbcioreiopm™ = A pogrrcenouse | 7 DE Oxici710Rm ee 
* ; O'BYRNE'S Live Band NEW AS ceca 
Pitoun VIP Petey Fridays pats hie bog: ne Saturday 3-7pm;DJ930pm LOUNGE Punk Rawk 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Senta ee Doug ON THE ROCKS West Saturdays with Todd and 
Rock, hip hop, house, basal is no cover ia Peggable 2! a CITY SUBURBS 
mash up; no minors OVERTIME-South 
: lished Ch 
RisH ENCORE CLUB 4 Play rece i all ade ee Benrdara interaak 
Bucy Newiereee Fridays Sonny ioestevening) uepes Electro and alt with 
pose se that had = ESMERELDA'S Ezzies BRIXX BAR Grounded Star, | PAWN SHOP SONIC Dervish, Anonymouse, 
Freakin Frenzy Fridays: Duelside and ee Diesel; yee Live Coa h Blue Jay 
Playing the best in country gpm (door); $22 ( pos} x aye PAWN SHOP sonic a 
FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte CARROT Open mic Bohdi, As Bold as Lions; rock, Presents Live On 
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CENTURY 
CASINO 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


= | — or 


SHoOws 


Call 780.481. YUKS j 
FOR TICKETS & INFO N E 3] 
w 


WITH MIME CRAIGDAILLE 
CLOSED DECEMBER 25 AND 2G 


DESCENDANTS 


WS DOORS AT 7PM + (3103 FORT RD + 643-4000 


SEE THE MOST 
COMPREHENSIVE 


MUSICIANS 


BIneUPOMV ESM == 


MUSIC // 27 


LIW ENS iSNTd 


iAVGOL SONILSIT YNOAK 


| 


THE BIG BANG 
NEW _YEARS 
EVE EVENT = 


BIGBANGNYE.CA 


FE ATURIN G 


MENNO DE JONG wo RANK nus ALEK MORPH 


Dec A 
SPMowron tInvanwsr10oN 


weve 


STEVE AOKI 


== AND THE = 
HURTIN’ 
ALBERTAN 


BPM DOORS « NO MINORS 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER 


ORB LUND 


PRESENTED BY LIVENATION » DOORS AT 7PM NO MINORS “TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 


#2556 8882-170 ST. WEST EDM MALLS = 489-SHOW 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE CA 
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b hosted by The Vindicators 
rock, dance, retro rock; (blues/rock}; 3-8pm. 

mi (door) 
PLANET INDIGO- 
Jasper Ave Su; ive 
Saturdays: breaks electro © 
house with PI residents 
RED STAR Saturdays 
indie rock, hip hop, and 
electro with Dj Hot Philly 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Industry Night: 
with Atomic Improv, 


and guests Jameoki and Dj Tim 
RENDEZVOUS Survival BLACK DOG 
metal night FREEHOUSE Sunday 
SPORTSWORLD Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; 
Saturdays: 1-4:30pm and Main Floor: Got To 
7-10:30pm Give It Up: Funk, Soul, 
STOLU'SONWHYTE —-Metown, Disco with DJ 
Top 40, R&B, house with 

* People’s DJ alee Me ac 

eatz; 9pm; Drag Queen 
SUEDE POUNCE pees Performance; no cover 
DT oat Ad before 10pm 
) Nic-E every Saturday 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every FLOW LOUNGE Stylus 


Saturday, Cobra Commander Sundays : 

and guests with Degree, GINGUR Ladies Industry 

Cobra Commander and Sundays 

Battery; gpm (door); $s(door) NEW CITY SUBURBS 

WUNDERBAR Featured Dj Get Down Sundays with 

and local bands Neighbourhood Rats 

Y AFTERHOURS Release SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 

Saturday Reggae on Whyte: RnR 

Es §=§ Sundays with DJ IceMan; no 

SUNDAY minors; 9pm; no cover 

BEER HUNTER-St Alt SPORTSWORLD Roller 
TER-St s Skating Disco Sundays: 

oP stage/jam every Sun; 1-4330pm 

2-6pm 

BLUE PEAR RANT WUNDERBAR Sundays 

RESTAU! DJ Gallatea and XS, guests; 

Jazz on the Side Sundays io ver 

BLUES ON WHYTE Cool 

Blue Method MONDAY 

GROWN PUB Latinjworld == BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 

Se el OE Sleeman Mondays; Dojo 

Cerda; musicians from other Waiktdtes sein nib Corer 

musical backgrounds are "Spm; 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 
Open stage Mondays 

with different songwriters 
hosting each week; 
presented by Jimmy 
Whiffen of Hole in the 
Guitar Productions; 8-12 
HYDEAWAY-Jekyll 

and Hyde All Ages Art 
Space These Hands, 
Arm's Up, Bronze Leaf 
and friends; 7-11:45pm 
NEW CITY This Will Hurt 
you Mondays: Johnny Neck 
and his Job present mystery 


invited to jam; 7pm-closing 
DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 
Celtic Music Session, 
hosted by Keri-Lynne 
Zwicker, 4-7pm 


EDDIE SHORTS Sunday 
acoustic oriented open stage 
hosted by Uncle Jimmy; all 
gear provided; 9pm-1am 


} AND R BAR Open 
am/stage every Sunda’ 
tavied »”y Me Next ee | 
the Have-Nots; 3-7pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB 
Sunday acoustic open 
stage with Willy James 
and Crawdad; 3-6pm 


musical guests 
- 
NEW CITY Opec puss 
Sunday hosted by Ben == COMMUNITY HALL 
cae See Aer Acoustic instrumental old 
no cover 


time fiddle jam hosted by 


O'BYRNE’S Open mic the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
jam with Robb Angu Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
(Wheat Pool) PROHIBITION Chicka-Dee 
ON THE ROCKS Shocker Jay Monday Night: Soul, 
Sundays with The R&B, British Invasion, Ska, 
Consonance; gpm Rocks y, and more with 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB Michael Rault 

Sundays Open Stage Jam ROSE BOWL/ROUGE 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Service Industry 
Night; no minors; 9pm-2am 
BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Dunces, 
Dad Rock, T} Hookah and 
Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S DJ Dust 'n’ 


Time; 9pm 

FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.AG. 
FLUID LOUNGE 
Mondays Mixer 

LUCKY 13 Industry Night 


with DJ Chad Cook every 
Monday 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Daniel and 


Fowler (eclectic tunes) 
— Se SSS Sa 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Maurice John Vaughn 
BRIXX BAR Troubadour 
Tuesday: Joe Vickers (Audio/ 
Rocketry), hosted by Mark 
Feduk (Red Ram, the Uncas); 
gpm (door); $8 (door) 
CROWN PUB Underground 
At The Crown: underground, 
hip hop with DJ Xaolin and 
Jae Maze; open mic; every 
Tue; 10pm; $3 

THE DRUID IRISH PUB- 
Jasper Ave Open stage with 
Chris Wynters; 9pm 

LBS PUB Ammar’s 
Moosehead Tuesday open 
stage every Tuesday night; 
9pm-1am; featuring guests; 
hosted by Mark Ammar and 
Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie 
O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam 
with Shannon Johnson 
and friends 
OVERTIME-South Acoustic 
Jam hosted by Robb Angus 
SECOND CUP—124 Street 
Open mic every Tue; 8-opm 
SECOND CUP-Stanley 
Milner Library Open mic 
every Tue; 7-gpm 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday 
All Star Jam with Alicia Tait 
and Rickey Sidecar, 8pm 
TAPHOUSE-St Albert 
Open stage every Tue hosted 
by Michael Gress 


Dis 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: CJSR’s Eddie 


Lunchpail; Wooftop: with 
Dj Gundam 


BUDDY'S DJ Arrow Chaser; 


9pm Live Rock Band h sted L 
'S Retro Yukon Jack; 730-99, 7 
a aa SECOND Cup- 
Ave Latin and Salsa music, 
dance lessons 8-10pm STEEPS TEA LOUNGE. 


GINGUR SKY Bashment College Plaza 0p, 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; Every Wed; hosted 
no cover Tersigni; 8:30-10pm 
NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE ‘abilly, Ghoul- 
rock, spooky with DJ 
Vylan Cadaver 
PROHIBITION Tuesday 
Punk Night 


MCDOUGALL UNITED 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Se asic 
Experimental Indie Rock, John Mahon at ep ; 

q A nd } 
ne i Soa oilasrrith (slain 

Piano); 12:10 to 12:<, 

WEDNESDAY ”°*°%*° 
BLUES ON WHYTE Dis 
Maurice John Vaughn BANK ULTRA Loun, 
COPPERPOT Wednesday Night 
RESTAURANT Live jazz D)Harley  ~ 
every Wednesday night; BLACK DOG FREE: 


Rhonda Withnell (vocals); Main Floor: Blue j2y 


S9pms Nest Wed Night: Brit 
EDDIE SHORTS Wed New Wave, punk, rock‘; 
open stage, band with LL Cool Joe 
oriented, hosted by Chuck — gynpys DJ Dust 'n'7 


Rainville; 9»m-1am 


9pm; no cover before 
ENCORE CLUB 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNG« 


Wednesday Jam Wind-up Wednesdays: Rap 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little _ hiphop, reggae, old sk. 
Flower Open Stage with reggaeton with In 
Brian Gregg Touch It, weekly g 
FOXX DEN The Mary FLUID LOUNGE 
Thomas Band Wed night Wednesdays Rock Th 
open stage; 8pm-12am IVORY CLUB Dj 
BUNEN SOSIAL Qpen tage every WED; open 
with the Jonny McCorma 9pm-close; all Djs 
Trio; 6pm-close; no cover to spin a short set © 
IVORY CLUB DJ ongoing Wednesday 

every WED; open DJ LEGENDS PUB Hi; 
night; 9pm-close; all DJs hop/R&B with DJ Spin 
welcome to spin a short NEW CITY UKWiD 


set every Wednesday LOUNGE D] Roxx Sia 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open (indie, punk and metal 
oe NEW CITY SUBURBS 
NEW CITY Circ-O-Rama- Shake It: with Greg ( 
Licious: Gypsy and circus and Eddie Lunchpail 
fusion spectaculars; last minors; 9pm (door 
Wed every month NIKKI DIAMONDS Pu 


OVERTIME-South and ‘8os metal ever 
Dueling Pianos featuring Wednesday 
Tee RED STAR Gue 
PLEASANTVIEW every Wednes 
COMMUNITY HALL STARLITE ROOM \: 
Acoustic Bluegrass Style Wednesdays: Hi 
jam presented by the Hop; 9pm 
Northern Bluegrass Circle me 
Music Society every STOLLI'S Beatpay 
Wednesday evening i nk . 
ang ele 
PROHIBITION With Rudy Electro | 


Wednesdays with Roland 
Pemberton III 


RED PIANO BAR Jazz 


and Shiraz Wednesdays WUNDERBAR Wedn 
featuring Dave Babcock with new DJ; no c: 
and his Jump Trio , 

AFTERHOURS 
RIVER CREE Wednesdays wie, 


yearend blowout 


up to 50% off allin stock items! 
mo reasonable offer refused! 


acoustic acoustic 
IWIUSIC DRUM 


sh<@'?P 


34 S2ave 
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THE DECADE // DEVILSPLENDER 


Rob Malowany—who performs under the name Devilsplender, 
poth solo and with a rotating cast of comrades—spent many years 
and several albums in Edmonton before picking up and movirig to 
Vancouver with very little fanfare. He's been back this way a few 
rimes already, though, and during one of those trips he put down 


a few songs in the studio. 


A decade in review 


ROB MALOWANY 
{/ DEVILSPLENDER.COM 
conan NOT 
s | take this opportunity to spin some 
ds and reflect on the last 10 years 
of music, I didn’t think it would be so dif- 
ficult to narrow down a list to a top 10 or 
0 albums but as the vinyl keeps falling 
off the shelf it seems as if there is gem af- 
ter gem of great recordings that frankly 
are all masterpieces. Thus, I decided to 
sharea few records that feel have the legs 
to stand the test of time. 

The decade started with Ryan Adams’ 
Heartbreaker. A very raw and passionate 
record that captured musical influences 
from Gram Parsons to the Rolling Stones. 
This raw recording technique could also 
be found on Songs: Ohia's The Lioness, a 
haunting piece of brilliance that capti- 
vated my ear for a very long time. This 
simplicity is not lost on the listener as you 
are swept away by Jason Molina's voice. 
Modest Mouse's The Moon and Antarctica 
closed out this first year with a dose of ear 
candy that I still enjoy rocking out with. 

Jerk With A Bomb’s The Old Noise kept 
me warm for most of the winter of 2001. 
Who knew that listening to this album 
overand over again would make me desire 
Black Mountain and Pink Mountaintops 
so much, but since these incarnations did 
not yet exist and without a time machine 
at my disposal I moved onto listening to a 
heavy diet of Jim O'Rourke's Insignificance 
and Clutch’s Pure Rock Fury. This satisfied 
me fora while until discovered My Mom- 
ing Jacket’s At Dawn. 

Asanother year passed it seems as if de- 
sired something a little heavier. Mclusky's 
Melusky Do Dallas hit my record player and 
| was hooked. "Lightsabre Cocksucking 
Blues” was shouted at the top of my lungs 
along with "No One Knows” from Queens 
of the Stone Age's Songs for the Deaf. 
When I finally calmed down, I settled into 
Damien Rice's 0. This record still gives me 
chills when I listen to it in its entirety. 

Feeling pretty mellow at this moment, 
2003 brought some of my favourite dis- 
coveries of all time. The Decemberists’ Her 
Majesty, American Analog Set's Promise 
of Love, Califone's Quicksand/Cradlesnakes 
and Sun Kil Moon's Ghosts of the Great 
Highway were all records that proved to 

be an entry point for me in the careers 
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of these amazing artists. As my mood 
changed once again, hibernation lifted, 
Constantines’ Shine a Light, the Rap- 
ture's Echos and Andrew Vincent & the 
Pirates’ I Love the Modern Way helped me 
get back on pace with brilliant albums 
that can be thrown on the record player 
at any house party. 

2004 brought Sonic Youth's Sonic Nurse, 
a throwback to the '90s that reminded me 
of all that is great about rock 'n’ roll. By 
Divine Right's Sweet Confusion rekindled 
my love for the New York Dolls and a'70s- 
style Hendrix, if that were to exist. Kings 
of Leon's Aha Shake Heartbreak captured 
a little CCR while the Deadly Snakes’ Por- 
cella rounded out my need for the ‘60s ga- 
rage sound of the Yardbirds and the Blues 
Project. M Ward's Transistor Radio and 
Arcade Fire's Funeral were also strong con- 
tenders this particular year with healthy 
contributions that kept me going back to 
the record store. 

Iam going to give a nod to Wilco's Kick- 
ing Television: Live in Chicago. This 2005 
release showcased the progress of a band 
that I had been following for 10 years or 
more. Live, the band offered renditions 
of all the Wilco songs that you wanted to 
hear in a mature and hypnotic fashion. 
Sufjian Stevens’ Come on Feel the Illinoise 
came into my life this same year. The in- 
tricacies of his writing and production still 
baffle the most seasoned listener. I was so 
happy someone decided to bring back the 
concept album. 

Getting over the decade hump, Built To 
Spill’s You In Reverse showed that Doug 
Marsh and his band of gypsies still had 
what it takes to rock the indie socks off all 
his listeners, while Calexico's Garden Ruin 
was a landmark album that helped me ap- 
preciate the dedication, songwriting and 
musical prowess of one of the great bands 
ofour time. 

Then, Rock Plaza Central's Are We Not 
Horses came on to my radar and offered 
me something to fill the void that Neutral 
Milk Hotel left in its wake. 

In 2007 the floodgates seemed to open. 
Radiohead's In Rainbows proved that the 
Brits still knew how to bring rock'n'roll to 
their audience. Bill Calliahan's Woke on a 
Whaleheart picked up right were Smog left 
off. Nina Nastasia & Jim White's You Fol- 
low Me showed the world that a duo can 


THE DECADE // SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT 


The 10 albums! played the most through the last decade, from the last decade 


JASON TROOCK 
U MORMALSWELCOMERECORDS.COM 


The Knife, Silent Shout (2006) 
Flaming Lips, Yoshimi Battles the Pink Ro- 
bots (2002) 
erm sine oi 

ead, Mi. Is a Butte 
i isery Is a Butterfly 
LCD Soundsystem, Sound of Silver (2007) 
The Rapture, Echoes (2003) 
Wilco, Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (2002) 
Cat Power, You Are Free (2003) 
Soulwax, Nite Versions (2005) 
Beck, Sea Change (2002) 


be incredibly heavy without distortion. 
Canadian artists also held there own with 
strong contributions from Patrick Watson 
(Close to Paradise), Wintersleep (Welcome 
to the Night Sky) and Pride Tiger (The Lucky 
Ones). Also, an intelligent and eco-friendly 
contribution from Andrew Bird (Armchair 
Apocrypha). Rounded out by a swan song 
from Spoon (Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga), my pick as 
band of the decade. 

Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds' Dig! Lazarus 
Dig! stopped me in my tracks in 2008. I 
know this may seem like a cliché, but I 
literally could not listen to anything else 
once this record was in my hands. Well, 
until I got Plants & Animals’ Pare Avenue. 
These two album seemed to soar above 
the rest for this particular year. 

Now as the decade comes to a close, nos- 
talgia seems to rear its head once again. 
Black Joe Lewis & the Honey Bears’ Tell 
‘Em What Your Name Is proves to me that 
there is someone out there who still has 
soul and knows how to lay it down. The 
Cave Singers’ Welcome Joy brings this 
band into focus for me. | am amazed how 
much Fleetwood Mac there is in new mu- 
sic today. Last, my new acquisition for 
this week, By Divine Right's Mutant Mes- 
sage, takes me back 20 years to the time 
when my own musical career started. In 
this topsy-turvy world of music-industry 
uncertainties and indie labels thankfully 
starting to show dominance, | can't wait to 
see where this ride will go next. Long live 
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THE DECADE // SLATES 
Full disclosure Slate : f 


JAMES STEWART 
//ISTEWART@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


top-10 list of the decade is a ridiculous 
undertaking. I've limited this list to 
Canadian bands, many of whom would 
still be on a non-Canadian-centric list. In 
chronological order: 


Godspeed You! Black Emperor, Lift 
Your Skinny Fists Like Antennas To Heav- 
en (2000, Constellation), Do Make 
Say Think, Winter Hymn Country Hymn 
Secret Hymn (2003, Constellation) I'm 
cheating before I've even really started, 
but whatever, These two records repre- 
sent the pinnacle of instrumental post- 
rock (that term still sucks), totally tran- 
scending the schlocky predictability and 
shallow manipulative tendencies of the 
genre. Incredibly moving and soulful— 
who needs vocals? 


Nomeansno, One (2000, Alternative 
Tentacles) Any time Nomeansno releases 
a record it’s cause enough for celebration. 
Easily one of the single most inspirational 
and important bands in my musical devel- 
opment, here's to another 30 (!) years of 
cerebral and dark-humoured punk rock. 
Slates (we were called Coffin Ships at the 
time) opened for the mighty Nomeansno 
in 2009, sol can now die happy. 


Weights & Measures, Weights & Mea- 
sures (Matlock, 2000) Following the 
Don Caballero blueprint of highly intri- 
cate and driving instrumental rock, this 
Ottawa band lasted for one full-length 
and an EP before calling it quits. A damn 
shame, as it was a truly creative band, and 
a hell ofa lot of fun live. Two thirds of the 
band moonlighted in Kepler, another fine 
Canadian outfit. The drummer went on to 
play in Arcade Fire, who are about a tenth 
as goodas this band. 


Constantines, Shine a Light (2003, 


a — 2 


edges after the release of Shine a Light, 
but don't consider that a dismissal of the 
excellent later records. For my money, 
the band never sounded as vital as it 
did on this record, barely easing off the 
throttle for the full 45 minutes. If had to 
pick a number one for this list, this could 
well be it. 


Mare, Mare (Hydra Head, 2004) The 
single most original and powerfully heavy 
record of the decade was Mare's first (and 
last) record, the self-titled five-song EP. A 
masterpiece—lightning ina bottle. 


Our Mercury, From Below (2005, Small- 
man) Our Mercury broke up soon after re- 
leasing one of Edmonton music's all-time 
best albums. | wonder what the organ 
player is doing now? 


Propagandhi, Potemkin City Limits 
(2005, G7 Welcoming Committee) 
Honestly, I never really cared about this 
band. It always seemed kind of humour- 
less and self-righteous to me, but recently 
the group's been putting out absolutely 
devastating records. Plus Dallas would kill 
me if this list didn’t include something by 
his beloved Prop. 


Ladyhawk, Ladyhawk (2006, Jag- 
jaguwar) Ladyhawk doesn't give a shit. 
The band writes shamelessly catchy pop 
tunes, then weighs the middle of its al- 
bums down with dirge-y, minor-key slow 
jams. It gets labeled grunge, or Black 
Mountain, Jr. by shitty music journalists, 
all of whom will be falling over them- 
selves to sing Ladyhawk's praises sooner 
or later, Solid band. 


The City Streets, Concentrated Liv- 
ing (2008, Independent) This is not an 
obligatory local (well, expat) shout out, 
but an appeal for anyone that hasn't inves- 
tigated this ridiculously great band to quit 
pissing about. Expect a new full-length in 
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nou re Three Gut) The band began to soften its early 2010. W 
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Jason Troock is one of the guys behind Normals Welcome Records, but he’s also a part of Shout Out Out Out Out, We didn't have 
the band in the studio—have you seen how much equipment that Bell guy alone is packing?—but we did take the cameras out to 
capture the first of two crowded album release shows for the group's second full-length, Reintegration Time 
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THE DECADE // SHERRY-LEE WISOR 


Sherry-Lee Wisor has been around the Edmonton scene for a long time, but it's only 
in recent years that she’s stepped out of the background and into the spotlight, le 
two bands of her own: Happy and Sherry-Lee & Her Handsome Fellas. When she 
into the studio she brought former-Edmontonian, current-Vancouverite Robin H 


along to play some guitar. 


A brief astrological retrospective 


SHERRY-LEE WISOR 
// AYSPACE.COM/HAPPYFEATURINGSHERRYLEE 
Janets that transit astronomical 
signs more slowly than others al- 
low astrologers glimpses into broader 
trends in history. Uranus transits each 
sign every seven years and interesting 
themes can be seen in its movement 
through the constellations Aquarius 
and Pisces over the last decade. 

According to astrology, Uranus is con- 
sidered the planet of change, innova- 
tion and upset, and whichever sign it is 
stationed in will see sweeping changes 
in the area of life that it governs. These 
changes are as disruptive as the resis- 
tance to them dictates. It's the planet of 
"shaking things up.” 

As we entered 2000, Uranus had been 
sitting in Aquarius since 1996. Aquar- 
ius is considered the sign of humanity 
and technology—it governs the group 
as opposed to the individual, the 
breaking free of dogmatism that ex 
cludes large chunks of society and the 
spreading of ideas. With increased de- 
velopment of online culture, the world 
saw the broadening of viewpoints in 
even the most pedestrian of observers. 
As computers and the Internet entered 
our homes (and purses and pockets 
through PDAs) divergent viewpoints 
were available even to those who 
didn't particularly care to see. A good 
example of resistance to this broaden- 
ing of viewpoints can be seen in about 
half an hour of watching Fox News 

Pop culture, especially after the 
events of 9/11 and as a result of grow 
ing popular demand for change in US 
policy, saw increased airplay for songs 
about social justice and the blending of 
comedy with social comment became 
very popular again. The last large-scale 
example of these kinds of trends was in 
the ‘60s and '70s (when Uranus was in 
Libra, the sign of the scales of justice 
and equality). We also saw world mu- 
sic, eastern philosophy and yoga be 
came commonplace. 


In 2004 Uranus transited into Pisces 
where it will sit until 2011. Pisces is a 
sign characterized by a mystical and 
spiritual seeking of enlightenment and 
escapist tendencies 

The last time Uranus stationed in 
Pisces was during the 1920s. Intoxi 
cants—alcohol in  particular—were 
a huge theme of the time in North 
America during prohibition, as well as 
a rebellion against the status quo as the 
heavy pragmatic attitudes of the previ- 
ous decade were kicked off for the right 
of people to “have a good time.” This 
may have been partly due to a backlash 
against the puritanical work ethic of 
the turn of the century. 

In the last decade we saw a new degree 
of drug use become prevalent, as syn- 
thetics such as ecstasy, crack cocaine, 
crystal meth and prescription drugs 
became easily available; the fallout is 


seen increasingly not only on the 
streets of the larger cities, but also 
at epidemic levels in small towns. 

Another event of the ‘20s that 
correlates with what we are ex- 
periencing now was the setting 
of the stage for the Great Depres- 
sion. A desire to enjoy the "good 
life" blinded Western culture to 
the dangers of excess in a way 
comparable to what we've seen 
recently. 

A typically Piscean trend can 
also be seen in huge growth of 
the New Age industry, as an 
ever-widening demographic 
seeks new spiritual ways to 
explain the dilemmas of our 
time. Musically, raves, elec- 
tronica, "dreamy" alternative 
rock with wider soundscapes 
and less structured songwrit- 
ing might be considered in- 
dicative of the influence of 
Uranus in Pisces. 

As we go into the “teens,” 
we see Uranus move into 
Aries. This is the sign of the 
individual initiative. Indi- 
vidualistic attitudes and a 
drive toward self-sufficien- 
cy characterize this sign. 
This might bode well for 
the taking on of personal 
responsibility toward our 
broader environment. 
Uranus in Aries sets the 
stage for personal em- 
powerment regarding the 
issues of the day. Accord- 
ingly, we might expect 
to see the arts take on a 
more empowering role 
as society may decide to 
rely less on the "powers 
that be" to ensure that 
their needs and values 
are met. 

The last time Uranus 
stationed in Aries was 
in the 1930s, when we 
saw the emergence of 
Social Realism in the 
arts and the policy 
changes brought in 
by E.D. Roosevelt and 
his New Deal. Many 
examples existed in 
that time of the pri- 
vate citizen taking = 
it upon himself to 
“do his part.” Gan- 
dhi similarly im- 
plored his people 
to step out from 
under the tenets 
of Imperialism to 
once again write 
the policies of 
India in the hand 
of its own people 
through individ- 
ual action 

Here's hoping. V 
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DECADE i] THE WHEAT POOL 


ini, full disclosure: Mike Angus is also a regular contributor in this paper. But a 
writer, a role that he shares with his brother Robb in the Wheat Pool. The band came by the studio for a 
« in advance of the release show for its sophomore record, Hauntario. 


gain, he's also a pretty good 


he chick 


; ANGUS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


| started looking back over 
the last 10 years, as seen through 
beloved record collection, I started 
orry of growing old, or even worse, 
of touch. When I drew a rough list 
my favourite records from the last 
ade, the first five to come to mind 
» released in 2000. So where has my 
ntion been for the other nine years? 
ed to panic and worry that I was 
ing touch with the pulsing frontier of 
music. 
look at the big picture of the state 
music itself, and you start to get a 
rer picture of where the last 10 years 
music have brought us. I mean, this 
ade brought us the dawn of YouTube 
iPods, and the result of this revolu- 
) has sparked debate concerning the 
of the album, right? So then how 
ou explain vinyl’s comeback? As far 
ords go, maybe I'm not alone when 
y | still love records. 
hich brings us back to The List. Like 
d, it's hard to move past the year 
bo: Grandaddy’s Sophtware Slump, 
» Adams’ Heartbreaker, Weaker- 
ns’ Left and Leaving were all records 
inspired me beyond just listening to 
sic. Wilco had put out so many im- 
ant records leading up to Y2K that I 
e to include Mermaid Avenue 2 here, 
be it really represents the last record 
that band’s incarnation before it im- 
ed inte a different animal with Yan- 
otel Foxtrot. 
lico's imprint on the past decade's 
ricana scene cannot be underes- 
ted, however boring their recent 
ords have been; while post-grunge 
ds bored us with UFC soundtracks, 
alt-country scene that Wilco con- 
©s lo inspire flourished with a new 
herican folk tradition: Iron & Wine's 
F Endless Summer Days, Beck’s Sea 
ange, Sufjan Stevens’ Greetings from 
higan: The Great Lake State or Seven 
ans (Lean't decide which is better), M. 
d's Post-War—all innovative, ambi- 
S electro-folk albums that place an 
phasis on tradition, literate lyricism 
‘exture beyond their subtle folk sen- 
Ses that we wouldn’t see re-emerge 
! 2008 with divine records like Bon 
5 For Emma, Forever Ago and Fleet 
® self-titled long player. 
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The last decade has seen the end of 
some important bands as well. We lost 
Elliott Smith in 2003, Grandaddy packed 
it in soon after and out of the Rheostat- 
ics’ demise came Martin Tielli's excep- 
tional solo record We Didn't Even Suspect 
That He Was the Poppy Salesman. And 
while I'm glad emo died, Death Cab for 
Cutie’s Transatlanticism might prove to 
bea perfect record. Only time will tell. 

The Shins delighted us over the last 10 
years with three outstanding, artfully- 
crafted recordings, crowned by Wincing 
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the Night Away. The last half of this de- 
cade has seen the critical and commer- 
cial success of the oddest outsiders, like 
Beirut’s Flying Club Cup and Montréal’s 
Polaris-worthy scene—the Arcade Fire's 
Funeral, Feist’s The Reminder and Patrick 
Watson's Close to Paradise. Just south 
of the border, Brooklyn exploded with 
such penetrating records as Sufjan Ste- 
ven’s Illinois, Interpol's Antics and the 
National's Boxer, proving that music 
could still be fresh, exhilarating and sur- 
prising, shuffle be damned. W 
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In studio footage 
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More videos on VueTube: Corb Lund, Ron Hawkins (of the Lowest of the Low), Grady (led by Big Sugar's 
Johnson), Joel Plaskett, Jeff Stuart & the Hearts, Ben Stevenson, Manraygun, Jake Ian, Bombchan, Trevor 
the Secretaries, Melissa McLelland and more. Yup, it was a busy year, but we've had a lot of fun getting 
both local and touring in here, and we're looking forward to plenty more in 2009. 
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COMMENT >> BEST ALBUMS OF THE DECADE 


his was supposed to 
pe the future 


But the best albums of the decade were caught between 
hoping for the best and preparing for the worst 


Nit « = " 

pystopian future’—surely that sounds familiar to : citing ways. It's the 2.0 version and what's more 
ou. For bygone decades, visual and print mediahave : 2000s than that? 
been preparing us for the worst: barcode tattoos, : 
ogue androids, a big boot stomping a human face. It : 6. The Streets, Original Pirate Material (2002) 
4s all supposed to start going wrong by now. 1999 : Since its inception, rap has been black music mostly 
ould've been a big party (according to the prophet : marketed to a white audience, owing to the desire 
prince), but everyone was too worried about a global : for the vicarious. A vestige of cultural tourism, tem- 
onomic meltdown (dodged that bullet, eh?). : porary habitation in an alternate reality. It took a 
There were a couple plagues, but at least one of : while and might be coming from a different per- 
em got the Rolling Stones to play in Toronto. By : spective (England and the UK garage slipstream) 
(001, we were supposed to be bowing to monoliths, : but Mike Skinner may be the middle-class version 
but instead we were watching them fall And much : of Melle Mel. He got stoned, he raved (and went 
ike most futuristic disaster movies, the Amer- : to raves), he completed Gran Turismo on the 
an president right now is black. Uh oh. Yet hardest setting. But most importantly, he 
uch of our actual life during the Aughts was a brilliant urban storyteller who 
as evenly split between pained resigna- found a way to explain a new set of city 
son and hopeful speculation. This juxta- problems. 
position informs my list of best albums 
f the decade. Rol mn 5. Ghostface Killah, Supreme Clientele 
pemberto (2000) After a life of subjugation, crime 
and fencing masks worn for legal anonymi- 
pbscurity to both clubbers and even DJs, pro- ty, Ghostface's greatest album is both poetical- 
ducer Maurice Fulton's collaboration with wife and : ly complex and fearsome. As a 21st century offer- 
‘ocalist Mutsumi Kanamori is equally obsessed : ing from a commercial rapper, this album is almost 
ith various club touchstones (Detroit techno and : shockingly referential of the old school, featuring a 
Jectro, acid house, disco, industrial) and with sub- : laundry list of classic breaks and samples moulded 
erting those concepts until they're unrecogniz- : alongside Wu-Tang mythology. 
ble. Like the singer, the songs make no sense. A : 
Meabber-esque screamer about female masturbation : 4. Cannibal Ox, The Cold Vein (2001) The thematic 

"Afro Finger") hides pastoral tropical disco break- : consistency and icy, mechanical production by El-P 
Gowns Glitched out tribal dance punk (“Let's Get : on this album are unmatched in underground rap. 
Sick") plateaus to reveal a 15 second patch of eleva- : The MCs compliment each other perfectly, with 
tor music? Like all music ahead of its time, it hasn't : Vordul’'s breathless abstraction and Vast's down- 
et been put in a position to resonate with a large : to-earth punchlines and parables creating contrast. 
uidience lt would be criminal for this record's : It's the coldest-sounding record of the decade. 
chievements to be forgotten by time. : 


; 


0. Mu, Afro Finger And Gel (2003) An 


: 3. Daft Punk, Discovery (2001) How can some- 
, LED Soundsystem, LCD Soundsystem (2005) : thing so minimal carry so much weight? Daft Punk 
s only fair that in the decade where irony and : went from trying to play along with its techno idols 
ferential art reached a cultural tipping point that : to recalibrating the songs of the people who influ- 
CD Soundsystem would be considered canonical. : enced those artists, melding filtered disco house 
's meta-music that lampoons the canon it draws : with 70s pop and funk sensibilities. Romantic, 
rom. Not much gets past James Murphy's grab bag, : varied and expertly arranged, it's a love letter to 
hich includes Daft Punk (literally and figuratively), ; heroes. It's rightfully synonymous with the modern 
he Fall, mutant disco, stadium rock, The Normal, : idea of "dance music" and the foundation for many 

Brian Eno and the record-store clerk's fear of obso- : such records released since. 
scence. And somehow it comes across as homage : 

and not parody, the work of a giddy musical histori- : 2. Dizzee Rascal, Boy In Da Corner (2003) Shirk- 
n compiling a rare record worthy of its influences. ; ing most traditional composition theory and spin- 

: ning an even-more-skewed take on electronic splin- 

The Avalanches, Since ! Left You (2000) The al- : ter groups mostly ignored by North Americans (UK 

eged 3500 samples on this album form a tapestry : garage, grime, drum and bass), Dizzee Rascal hi- 

of beats that doubles as both an amazing artistic ex- : jacked his school computer and helped popularize 

ercise in pastiche and a clinic in contorting the house : a new musical realm that took the swagger and 

usi¢ form. While essentially sticking to a four-on- : concepts of rap and partnered them with a unique 
he-floor, D) friendly aesthetic and praying at the : voice and atypical personality. 

eltar of Paul's Boutique, the conceptual breadth of : 
ach track (particularly evident on the showstop- : 1.J. Dilla, Donuts (2006) This album is construct- 

ping single "Frontier Psychiatrist") is significantly : ed as though the author could hear death's foot- 

broader. Anticipating the mashup craze and post-DJs : steps. The fearless sample choices (fragments of 

Such as Girl Talk, the parts that come from familiar : Stevie Wonder songs, a cover of "Light My Fire," 

Sources are stripped of context and the quirky bits : Kool & the Gang, commercial jingles), obsessive 

Pventually become welcome touches. | don't blame : compulsive attention to detail and the sequenc- 

them for being unable to follow it up. : ing (phrases repeated throughout the album, a 

: lock groove between the first and last tracks) add 

7. The Strokes, Room On Fire (2003) On a list : to the mystique behind this record's legendarily 

Composed of new outsider classics, this may be in : painstaking developmental period. The unique 

Some ways the most polarizing. The conventional : construction of this professional beat tape’s con- 

Wisdom is that their genre-saving debut Is This It? : tent (a sloppy, woozy, swing-heavy minimalist ap- 

is the prized pony in their stable, the touchstone : proach) has since been imitated and revered by 
or the rag-wearing post-apocalyptic hipster bands ? everyone in hip hop. Endlessly replayable, it's mi- 

Sf 2030. But to me, their sophomore record ex- : cro-sampling from a different school of thought: 

Pands the complexity of the sounds and ideas of : not for instant gratification, but through subtle, 

their Preceding collection in more dynamic, ex- : gratifying recontextualization. W 


Fru Ss 
MICHAEL RAULT 
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FAGUNDED STIR 


DUELSIDE / GREEN DIESEL 
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OF AUDIO/ROCKETRY 
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MUDHONEY 


SLATES / MICHAEL RAULT 


WITH LIPHT AND JEZIBELLE 


|O4/45 LIVENATION PRESENTS 


SWITCHFOOT 


PAPER TONGUES 


SHORT OF ABLE 


ZERO SOMETHING / MINDWEISER 


CYGNETS 


THE SHAGBOTS / CAFFEINE SUNDAY 


SHINING AND MOTH u 
WITH AMY THIESSEN 


‘tl SIDNEY YORK AND KALEY BIRD 


NEURAL MANIFEST / GORGON HORDE 


WISHING WELL WITH ARIANE MAHAYKE LEMIRE 


IVEEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


CeO PUE benno START ROOM 


ie with DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
Te Sae bt DJ BATTERY az WEEKLY GUESTS 
SATURDAYS 


ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROCH 
BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDDINS 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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BUM REVIEWS 


The Antlers 
Hospice 
(French Kiss) 
kkk kk 


DAVID BERRY 
// DANWW@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
t'snot really asurprise we missed review- 
ing this the first time around: almost 
everybody did. Self-released in spring, it 
wasn't until a re-release on French Kiss 
in August that most of the world caught 
on to Hospice, if not the year's best re- 
cord than at least its most gutting—an 
unrelenting plow of an album capable of 
cracking the roughest exterior and churn- 
ing up the layers of emotion beneath. 
That it's something of an anachronistic 
thing probably aided that. In the age of 
downloads and singles, this is not just 
a concept album but a carefully-plotted 
story, an album literary in its scope and 
execution, though absolutely musical in 
its swirling, cascading emotions. More 
importantly, though, Hospice is an al- 
bum of almost discomforting intimacy, 
as much in its story as its mood and tone. 
Music has become as much social com- 
modity as anything, and yet all Antlers’ 
frontman Peter Silberman wants is our 
direct attention, to speak on a one-to- 
one level. That's true in the narrative—a 
young, depressive girl slowly dies of 
cancer while one of her caretakers falls 
in love and eventually watches her die— 
and it's true of our experience listening 
to it: this is a record much more prone 
to quiet, isolated contemplation than 


pect 


ist= 


records&cds 


Thank you for your support and patronage 
throughout 2009. We look forward to providing 
you with more of the best music in 2010. 


Have a safe & happy New Year. 


top 10 sellers of 2009 


01. s/t magneticring 
02. s/t afegt 

03. merriweather 
04. middle cyclone neko case 
05. hold time m ward 


JAN © 


animal collective 08. veckatimest grizzly bear 


: With the end of 2009 looming just around 
: the comer now, and the constant Stream 
: of new albums reduced to the slightest of 
: trickles, this issue finds Vue's writers dip 
: ping into a selection of releases from, the 
: past year which slipped through witho.; a 
playing at a party, or evenlisteningtoon : review when they were released, 
headphones on the bus. : 
Part of that, certainly, is the depthof : Leloup 
emotion at play here. Though there are : Family 
two people in the story here—the lyr = (Hardly Art) 
ics written in prose—really we are taken > yy yyw 
through the emotions of one, the bed- : 
side watcher, and Silberman splays the : pam Le Loup is a band o; 
entirety of twisted, wretched and beau- : Meal contradiction; 
tiful process of watching someone die : Hl EN Acoustic strum; 
across the record. There are feelings of : Sead meet garbly ele, 
the tenderest kindof love, though these : ee eee tronic textures 
are fed with weak pity and butt against : }e mee a bouncingpop meets 
unrestrained frustration. There isa man : & = off-kilter atmo 
* whose devotion is équal parts noble ro- : spherics, expansive, traditional togeth 
mance and self-destroying masochism, : erness meets isolation and alienation, {), 
and a woman who seems—since that's : a year dominated by Animal Collectiv 
almost all we get ofher—honestly scared : there's an obvious comparison in th. 
beneath layers of self-pity anda genuine : textured harmonies and space of th 
loathing ofthe world. Deathisnot exactly : music, but that's reductive: better to say 
the hardest place to find world-shattering 4 that Le Loup has its ear to the ground of 
emotion, but a lot of Hospice’s strength : modern indie music, and is synthesizino 
comes from the fact Silberman goes after : some of the major trends. Either way 
all ofthem, and with a depth and simplic : whatever the influences, the band make; 
ity that makes their expression crushing : gorgeous, wide-open pop. 
and their feeling infectious. : DAVID BERRY 
Though there isalso,ofcourse,themu- : //DAVIO@VUEWEEKLY.com 
sic, and barely anote is wastedinsetting : 
the tone here. "Kettering" quakes with : 
Silberman's shaky lilt and a scratchy : SS 
base, distant-but-pointed piano keys : The Flaming Lips 
suggestive of the tentativenessofthere- : Dark Side of the Moon 
lationship's opening moments. "Sylvia" : (\\Varner Bros) 
begins tiny and unobtrusive, before ex- ? yeyegeseyt 
ploding into a desperate plea, the piano : 
and drums lilting like a heartbeat rac- : were You read that right 
ing and calming. "Bear" is a simple-but- : 4 The Flaming Lips 
joyous nursery rhyme, its bouncy beat : plus friends tackle 
a rare ray of sunshine. "Two'’s relent- : the Pink Floyd clas- 
less, tinny guitar is as enlighteningly : Bees sic for a digital-only 
irresistible as its message of acceptance 3 release. The sheet 
and release, while "Wake" hasasuitably : what-the-eff factor 
ghostly backing giving way to a subtle : is pretty high: Henry Rollins's inexplica 
church organ and then a wail and soar- : ble spoken-word interludes are all over 
ing horn section that almost sound like : the place (in both volume and content) 
an ascension to heaven. : and the versions of classics like “Us ar 
Loss is a constant in our lives, but : Them” seem a little uncomfortably 
rarely is it so capably and wholeheart- : numb, devoid ofthe original's emotionai 
edly indulged andexploredasitishere. : depth. Yet more focused, driven jam 
Hospice is a mimetic experience for : “OnTheRun,” “Time /Breathe (Reprise) 
loss, if not one that is somehow more : and particularly “Eclipse”) actually take 
pure and powerful than experiencing : the material somewhere new, highlig 
it ourselves. As such, it'sanalbumthat : ing amore gritty, grounded aspect of ‘h 
you definitely shouldn't miss. WV : famously ethereal stoner opus. I’m 10! 
: sure Peaches was the right choice io 
: “Great Gig in the Sky,” though. 
: PAUL BLINOV 
2 /{ PAUL@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
10443a - 124 street : 
780.732.1132 TRAE 
www.listenrecords.net : Grady 
: Good As Dead 
(C12) 
> tokkink 
: Grady has been fu 
: cot ing metal and blu 
: together since | 
: first record, but het 
. on its third the ban’ 
; throws in § 
: country and wider 
: its sound. Gordie Johnson still lays dow' 
: some mean-ass guitar throughout, bu! 
: Good As Dead is an album with som 
: deep cuts—the sinister, lowdown gr00v" 
: ofthe title track, the spooky taste a ; 
06. the etemal sonic youth ; as accordion on "If I Was King ae 
07. monoliths & Giuenatap sunn o))) : wide-open nodto the homeland “Alb: ; ft 
: Bones"—that give it some sturdy legs" 
09. outside love pink mountaintops : long-distance travellin’. 
10. farm dinosaur jr : EDEN MUNRO 
: // EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ee SS Eee 


y earth-shattering. 
DEN MUNRO 
sDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Bird Sang Song 
ive this to my Children 
independent) 
280.4 


modern 


but if these guys were Omaha-based, 


an achievement considering the mul- 


Here, some screamo math-rock; there, a 


if harm and other-healing. 
RY CHRISTA O'KEEFE 
0 RYCHRESTA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


irls 
tbum 
rue Panther Sounds) 


Keke >| 


It's fitting for Girls’ 
sunsety summer 
throwback sound 
that Album, the 
group's, um, debut 
os album, is better tak- 
en as a collection of 
ingles than a tightened, unified thing. 
tit oh, what singles. “Hellhole Ratrace,” 
hrst heard ona 10-inch, isa hazy, Costello- 
h lament on living, a song that can be as 
imple or as profound as a bus ride 


"ay. “Lust for Life" tweaks Iggy, aiming at 
uch simpler pleasures, like boyfriends, 
pizza and wine over the year's brightest 

tar lines and hand claps. "Ghost- 
‘outh" keeps up the pop referentiality for 
melancholy march through malaise. 
© cumulative effect is like finding a box 


thing familiar but still exciting. 
AVID BERRY 
/ OA VID SVUEWREKLY.COM 


Hiough traffic, butispurepleasureeither : 


i ‘of your dad's 45s, a discovery of some- ‘ 
2 A hug, a haircut, a meal 
: A shower, a job 


: Will Smith 
: Willenium 
> : (Columbia) 
Isthereanypointin : 
calling Buckethead : 
weird anymore? : 
Sure he's still wear- : 
ing that bucket, but : 
he's now also anex- : 
GNR guitarist, and : 
his record really isn't very far off from : 
inese Democracy in the guitar depart- : 
nent: some neat, spaced-out sounds : 
4 decent-enough songs, but not ex- : 
: fact, living in the 
: “Willenium." 


priorn folkie plea. Here, an epic sweep : 
f rock; there, a cavalierly theatrical : 
luet. Here, intimacy; there, the forbid- : 
ing intensity ofamps at 11. Aboveallof : 
, prairie-earnest voices glistening over : 
lopics as broadly scaled as the sounds: : 
Himate change, amorous begging, fear- : 
| preaching, near-Gothic deaths and : 
auntings, violence, drinking, dancing, : 


i for the "kooky" 
era 
: Smith's career— 
: let's not even 
: talk about~ the 
+ albums 
= came after Wille- 
: nium—the 1999 
From Spruce Grove : 
and the giant uni- : 
versal crockpot of : 
music- : 
making comes the : 
first full-length of : 
the Bird Sang Song, : 


ALB 


Originally released: 1999 


Though it was a mere 10 
years ago that it was formally 
announced, many people have 
completely forgotten that—in 
opposition of 
what the main- 
stream media 
will tell you— 
we are still, in 


A death rattle 
of Will 


that 


album presented | 
a more  light- 
hearted view of the coming — 
than many of the doom-and-gloom pre- 
dictions floating around regarding the 
Y2K bug, and also marked the second- 


of a new era of seriousness for the art- 


Degrees of Separation. 
Though the preceding album, 1997's 


time off to focus on acting work—and 


with a song like "Getting Jiggy With It" 


would, in hindsight, come to denote the 


multi-platinum) and an important turn- 


WILLENN [UM 


A >> A post-Jiggy W Smith — baked remakes of 
: Bad Boys. Though his music career has all 
: but completely stalled since the release 
: of Willenium—and thank goodness—his 
: penchant for accepting interesting roles 
last time Smith would deliver arap song : 
: for one of his movies and the beginning : 
fhey'd be on Saddle Creek. The album : 
its together easily and appealingly : 


as one half of rap group D} Jazzy 
Jeff and the Fresh Prince, as well 
as on the TV show that his mu- 

sic career spawned—Smith's 
acting career took a decided 
turn towards the heartfelt in 
the new "Willenium’ if you dis- 
regard a few missteps, mostly 
large payday sequels to previous 
films. 

Roles like the 
title character in 
2001's Ali and 
Chris Gardner in 
2006's The Pur- 
suit of Happyness 
have defined the 
acting career of 
Smith since the 
beginning of the 
new millenni- 
um—even if it 
sometimes seems 
that he can't com- 
pletely get away 
from making half- 


has become more finely honed as he has 
slowly let go of being an international re- 


: cording star. 
: ist who first showed a desire to distance : 
: himself from, well, himself in 1993's Six : 
plicity of moods, textures and scales : 
informing its sound. Here, an odd, skit- : 
ring, jazzy syncopation; there, avolca- : 
hic outpouring of metal-head riffery. = 
here, asliver of poppy handclaps; there, : 
me counter-intuitively intricate bass : 
e over light acoustic strumming. : 


It is this development that should make 
us thankful for having had to endure 


= songs like "Will 2K." It is possible that if 
: Willenium had shot like a rocket to the 
Big Willie Style, denoted Smith's come- : 
back into the world of music after taking : 


top of the charts the way Big Willie Style 
had only two years previously and Smith's 


} music career comeback had gained a per- 
: manent foothold on the charts instead of 
spawning the jiggiest new slang word of : 
: 1998 as well as Smith's first American : 
number-one hit on the charts, it was a : 
successful comeback indeed—Willenium : 


its fleeting moment, the world might not 

have been privy to the complicated inner 

workings of an actor of Smith's calibre. 
And so, on the eve of the end of the first 


: decade of the new "Willenium,” it is the 
beginning of his descent back down the : 
charts (even if the album itself did go : 


perfect time to reflect on everything that 
we have gained from having had to en- 


: dure the ridiculousness of the music vid- 
ing point in the still-young actor's career. : 
Following kitschy and muggy roles in : 
films like Men in Black and Wild, Wild : 
: West—films that saw him playing the : 
: same kind of laugh-pandering, goof-ball : 
: character he had developed during his : 
: original go-round in the music industry ; 


eo for "Wild, Wild West." That anachro- 
nistic nightmare begat the sparse beauty 
of Ali, the touching grace of The Pursuit 
of Happyness and even the mind-fuckery 
of | Am Legend. Not too shabby for a guy 
who sang a song called "Da Butta" with 
Lil’ Kim and meant it.W 


Whitey digs deep for some of the worst songs of the decade. 


Baha Men 
"Who Let The Dogs Out" 


For out-of-touch dads 
This gem is still number one 
Right after "whaaazzzzzzzup" 


Daniel Powter 
"Had a Bad Day" 


No one likes this song 


How was it so popular? 
Unites folks with hate! 


Crows ft. Vanessa Carlton 
"Big Yellow Taxi" 


This homeless man needs 
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James Blunt 
"You're Beautiful" 


Sugary sweetness 
This makes my cavities ache 
Like a month in jail 


The Black Eyed Peas 
: "My Humps" 


! Cringe inducing hit 
: Like watching hot girls pooping 
: It just seems so “wrong” 


————__ 
: All-star 9-11/Aids Tribute ft. 
: Fred Durst 

; "What's Going On" 


i A surreal shit pile 
= Makes me dizzy to hear this 
> Like too much Nyquil 


Burlesque eplerlainemen! 


Dors doewres & 


MONDAY . 


BDF $4 SLEEMAN PINT 


decadent 
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programs and tournaments 


DIAMOND LECTURE SERIES « Roya) 
Museum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave + 
+ Volcanoes: Can't ‘Live With Th 


GIGS THIS WEEK 


THU, DEC 31(8 pm) 


EVENTS 
WEEKLY 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 

AUUACGEGE CYA FCUE TAA EMU 


: piece Rumours. And with some of i OIL CITY PUBCRAWL 
= Edmonton's premier singers and : VARIOUS ROUTES. FOR MORE INFORMATION 
songwriters manning the battle : visit OILCITYPUBCRAWLS.COM, $25 
stations for this one, thosein : 
attendance are guaranteed ; I'll admit it, I'm fascinated by pub 
a good time. Just try and : crawls. It just seems like you can re- 
not, um, overindulge your : ally get up to some shit on them. No- 
way into the new year the : body—and trust me | know, because 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO ey. 
10025-102A Ave, Rm 18128 = 780.702.<11, 
Fri, 12-4pm 


A SECONDHAND NEW YEAR'S 


JAMES MURDOCH AND ANN VRIEND PERFORM : 


FLEETWOOD MAC'S RUMOURS ALBUM 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, $30 


There's hardly anybody who doesn't : 
like—or at least own a secondhand : 
copy of—Fleetwood Mac's master- : 


AVAILABLE £ W 


\NONYMOUSE. © 
S10 ADVANCE TICKETS 


TIX AVAILABLE ON- LINE AT www eTickets. to as /e =3945 


way Stevie Nicks might have 
done circa 1977—I! mean, the 

2 lady's got a hole in her face the : 
: size of a toonie! 


: THU, DEC 3: (7 pm) 


ON-LINE TIX AVAILABLE AT WWW.ETICKETS.TO BUY E3958 


NEW GITY SUBURBS 


www. .newcitycompound.c 


WHERE WERE YOL! WHEN IT HAPPENED” 


MONQFONTS 


“The most “*¥—"= 


: the buses all congregate near my 
: apartment—is on their best behav- 


jour. The way | see it, pub crawls—and 


: especially the ones wrangled by Oil 
: City, who seem to have found a way 
: to mechanize the entire process—are 
: kind of like if Las Vegas and Gomor- 
: rah met each other at a party and 
: later on everyone was like, “Hey, have 
+ you seen Vegas?" "No, but has any- 


one seen Gomorrah?" and then a few 
minutes later they both come spill- 


: ing out of the hall closet with their 
: pants around their ankles. Then nine 
: months later out comes a bouncing 
: baby who they named "Pub Crawl" and 
: the world hasn't been the same since. 
: That's exactly how it is right? W 


~ 


—— 


CLUBS + LECTURES 


AIKIKAI AIKIDO CLUB - 10139-87 Ave, Old 
Strathcona Community League - Japanese 
Martial Art of Aikido « Every Tue 7:30- 
9:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 


ALIGN YOUR PASSION, PURPOSE 

AND POWER FOR 2016 WITH JANET 
ATTWOOD * Oasis Edmonton Conference 
Centre, 10930-177 St + 780.464.3828 + VIP Private 
Passion Concert featuring Justin Hines, and 
meet and greet with Janet Attwood on Fri, 
6:30-9:30pm « Align Your Passion presentation 
on Sat, 8:30-4:30pm « Jan 15-16 


ARMCHAIR TRAVEL-Vietnam - St Albert 
Library, 5 St Anne Street « 780-459-1682 « sapl. 
ab.ca + Backpacking through Vietnam. Part of 
our Armchair Travel Series — sign up, attend 
three, and be entered into our prize draw « Sat, 
Jan 16, 2-3:30pm + Pre-register at 780-459-1682 
or at the Adult Reference desk on the and floor 


ART THERAPY INFORMATION SESSION 
+ St Stephen's College, 8810-112 St, U of A 
Campus + 780.439.7311 « Info about art eran 
and Edmonton's unique, spiritually-informe 
art therapy graduate training program at St. 
Stephen’s College « Jan 6,1-3pm 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP - Braeside 
Presbyterian Church bsmt, N. door, 6 Bernard 
Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St 
Albert « For adult children of alcoholic and 
dysfunctional families « Every Mon, 7:30pm 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION - Suite 800, 10045-1121 St - 
780.414.6321 + Family support drop-in group 
for those who are supporting an adult family 
member living with a avait illness « Every 
Wed, 6:30-8:30pm 


CHESS CLUB - 730.474.2318 + 
rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca « Learn to pay 
chess; all ages includes classes, schoo! 


THE PLaWe IT'S 


RUB ts STRIPF ers ¢ 


sor of lyeics att at 
storms fen ace weather and find o} 


Aurora Watch, an e-mail program that c. 
you a heads up for viewing the aurora b, 
in the Edmonton area « Fri, Jan 15, 7pm ( 
7:30pm (meeting) - Admission by donat; 


FERTILITY AWARENESS CHARTING 
CIRCLE « Block 1922 Café, 10361-32 
fertilityawarenesschartingcircle. org +) 
ist Wed each month, through to Apr; ¢:; 
:330pm + Donation of $5 + Wed, Jan 6, 6: 
23pm + $5 (donation) 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL Trave; 
+ Hostelling International, 10647- 
780.454.6216 + Slide show on Italy 
presentation by Enneke Lorber, 

7:30pm * $2 donation 


GREENING YOUR HOME - st Alber: | 
brary, 5 St Anne Street « 780-459- 

on how to reduce waste, conserve 
increase the energy efficiency of yo 
presented by the Alberta Conservat 

» Tue, Jan 12, 12-1pm+ Free « Pre-reg at 
780-459-1682; adult reference desk on th 
and Fl; drop-ins welcome 


HOME -Energising Spiritual Communit, 
for Passionate Living - Gameau/Ashbow 
Assisted Living Place, 1148-84 Ave « H: 
Blends music, drama, creativity and r 

on sacred texts to energise you for pa 
living « Every Sun 3-spm 


IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS - Unit 
of Edmonton, 13820-109A Ave « 78 
unityofedmonton.ca » Welcome your 
by exploring the mystery of female 
energies with Paul Graham « Thu, jan 7 


INVESTING 101 - St Albert Library, 
Street « 780-459-1682 + sapl.ab.ca « F 
Planning in your 20s and 30s; egistere 
tirement Savings Plans (RRSP: 
accounts, the importance of 

more « Thu, Jan 14, 7-8:30pm « sap] 


RAYGUN COWBOYS 


OLV Wives 
SGLLY'S KRGCKERS 


rd WA THE HOTCH 
RE NEXT TIME 


exciting 
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DANCEPARTS 


Winston 5 Thu, Dec 31, 7pm and 10pm 
+ Hit or Miss Mondsy: Jan 4, n « The Bect of 


: Tue, Jan 5, 12 » Nigel Lawrence, 
Jordan Chysonski and Kelly > Wed, Jan 6 
+ Tom Green, Nigel Lawrence Paul Brown; 
+ Nigel Lawrence, Jordan Chysonski and 


Jan 7- 
Kelly Taylor Sun, Jan 10 « Tom Green fal 
presentation; Jan 7-9 « Adam Hunter; Jan 13-17 


DRUID - 11606 Jasper Ave + 780.710.2119 + 
Comedy N light: Hosted by Lars Callieou « 
Every Sun, 9pm A 


HORIZON STAGE - 1001 Calahoo Rd, 
Spruce Grove + 780.962.8995 « Michel 
Lauziére, visual humorist, fantasy artist, and 
musician « Sat, Jan 16, 2pm; $15 for all ages at 
Horizon's box office, TicketMaster 


HYDEAWAY-Jekyll and Hyde - 10209-100 
Ave- Fee: 81 « Comedy show every Tue, 
gpm + $5 (door) 


2 LAUGH SHOP-Whyte - 2nd Fi, 10368-82 
pO f Ave « 780.476.1010 « Closed Jan 1; Open Jan 
adults « ast every month, 7pm « Jan 6 2-3, 8pm - Ring in the New Year with Rich 


‘ ill; Thu, Dec 31, 7:30pm and 10:30pm + 
e peat Ps ee Andrew Grose; Jan Sn Tyler Hawkins from 


: ee bring a veg ; Edmonton; Jan 7-10 « Sean Kent; Jan 12-17 
ie raw vegan dish to serve 6 people, your NEWCITY LIQUID LOUNGE - 1008: Jasper 
n plate, cup, cutlery, serving spoon+Sun, = Ave « Newcity Upstairs Underground Com- 
p10, $:30pm 


ety Night PEEeens lies the Sate told you: 
isestabli: entarianism comedy night + 
oy EI pe 5 ee cen oe ist Tue every month, 9pm ie 

od pelea neey nh, sand in 
en a world without violence 


1; 7-9P MD; 


WINSPEAR CENTRE - 780.428.1434 + 
winspearcentre.com « From Tears to Laughter 
featuring Sugar Sammy, a night of comed: 
celebrating amputees and their families - Jan 
12, 7pm + $65 at Winspear Centre Box Office; 
proceeds go to the Franklin Foundation 


WUNDERBAR « 8120-101 St - Hangtime! host- 
ed by Mike Robertson and Arlen Konopaki « 
Every second Thu, 9:30pm; Next show: Jan 7 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-~Red Deer - 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer « 
403.347.6073 « Affirm welcome LGBTQ people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 


‘THEATRE « 5 St Anne St, St Albert - 
Michel Lauziere, visual humour- 
mad inventor for all 


= sion that Jill's dream is an apt metaphor for 
= your best possible destiny in 2010. 
ces a livable wage from selling her art. : 

as had many gallery showings and has : GEAAINI (May 
xd news. The bad news is that she feels : 
ated to keep churning out more land- : 


21—Jun 20) 


s fd advise her to do what | think you 
d do in 2010: Listen to what your ver- : 
‘ Bn ea : my future more interesting” 


CANCER (Jun 21—Jul 22) . 


aftemoon. All the 


constantly rouses you to stretch your pos- 


front of your awareness. 


: LEO (Jul 23 - Aug 22) 


A guy who goes by the name of "Winter" 


"We should not think of our past as definite: 
ly settled, for we are not a stone or a tree,” = 
wrote poet Czeslaw Milosz. "My past chang- : 
es every minute according to the meaning : 

given it now, in this moment" I sug- : 


edented power to re-vision and : 
reinterpret your past. Keep the : 
following question in mind as you : 
go about your work: "How can | recre- 
ate my history so as to make my willpower : 
stronger, my love of life more intense, and : 


| think everyone should always have an : 
improbable quest playing at the edges of : 
i their imagination—you know, some he- : 
roic task that provokes deep thoughts and : 
rouses noble passions even if it also incites 

torment. I'm talking about an : 
= extravagant dream that’s perhaps a bit far- : 
: fetched but not entirely insane; a goal that : : 
: : est assets in 2010. Yes, you heard me right, : 
sibilities and open your mind further, a wild : 
+ hope whose pursuit makes you smarter and : 
: stronger even if you never fully accomplish : : 
= it. The coming year would be an excellent : might otherwise imagine would prevent you : 
H ch an adventure at the fore- : 
pe ee se : might require you to look at the world : 
: upside-down, or work in reverse to your ha- : 
} bitual thought patterns, but you could actu- : 
: ally generate interesting opportunities, vital : 
has made it his goal to visit every Starbucks : 
? in the world. According to his website, he : 


and Tue, 7pm, each month 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP . 
aa for aaa bisexual Reina 
every ¢ Of the mo! m+ 
Sisco metas pe 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St « 
780.423.5014 + and Thu: Illusions Social Club 
. cB Wed: Edmonton O Society + and Tue: 
Edmonton Rainbow Business Association + 

Fri: Philosophy Café + Fri and Sat DJ 
Si y Sean 10-3 - Long Weekend Sundays 
feature the Stardust Lounge with Miss 
Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB - 1172sB Jasper Ave 

+ 780.488.7736 « DJ Dust "n' Time; Mon 9pm 

+ Dj Arrow Chaser; Tue 9pm « DJ Dust ‘n 
Time; Wed 9pm, no cover before 1opm « 

DJ Arrow Chaser; Fri 8pm, no cover before 
10pm + Dj Earth Shiver 'n' Quake; Sat 8pm, * 
no cover before 10pm + DJ Bobby Beatz; Sun 


gpm » Drag Queen Performance Show, Sun, 
no cover before 10pm 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) « 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St 


+ A group of older jen who mm 
interests meet thi ee 2330) bap aa 
social period, shart: ii guest speaker, 
discussion panel or pith ipper. Special 


interest groups ee other social activities 
throughout the month. E: edmontonpt@ 
yahoo.ca « primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION - 
teamedmonton.ca « Women’s Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St; 780.465.3620; Wed, 6-7:30pm 

» Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School 

at 15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; bootcamp@ 
tearmedmonton.ca + Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 
100, 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat, s-7pm; bowling@ 
teamedmonton.ca + Curling: Mon, 7:15-9:15pm), 
Granite Curling Club; 780.463.5942 « Running: 
Sun, Tue, Thu; ruanning@teamedmonton. 
cae Sepa NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; 

Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 7:30-8:30pm; swimming@ 
teamedmonton.ca « Volleyball: Tue Recre- 
ational: Mother Teresa Elementary School 

at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu intermediate at 
Ee Academy, 102 Airport Rd, 8-10pm; 
recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; volleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca + YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga 
every Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 
10575-115 St, yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: 
CROSSDRESSERS - 780.387.3343 + meet 
monthly « Info: groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
edmonton_illusions; 


+ has thus far ordered drinks in 9,874 stores. : 
+ His project contrasts dramatically with an : 
: acquaintance of mine who calls herself "In- : 
= dian Summer.” Sheis in the midst of a global : 
pilgrimage to the hundreds of sites listed in : 
Colin Wilson's book The Atlas of Holy Plac- : 
es and Sacred Sites, including cave paintings, 
dolmens, medicine wheels, and temples. : 
: Guess which of these two explorers Im : 
+ nominating to be one of your inspirational : 
: heroes in 2010. 


: VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sep 22) ; 
Scientific studies have proved what we all : 
knew already: A person who's only mildly : 
interesting to you will probably become : 
more attractive if you drink a couple of : 
pints of beer. What if | told you, Virgo, that : 
in 2010 you could regularly create the same : 
? effect without drinking the beer? Ihave iton : 
} good astrological authority that this will be : 
: the case. Due to fundamental shifts in your : 
relationship with the life force, and having : 
nothing to do with how much alcohol you : 
consume, the entire world will often be at : 


least 25 percent more attractive to you than : 
it ever was before. 


LIBRA (Sep 23 — Oct 22) ; 
Your limitations will be among your great- : 


Libra; 'm not speaking ironically or sarcasti- : 
cally. During the coming months, you will be : 
able to benefit from circumstances that you 


from operating with maximum freedom. It : 


teachings, and maybe even financial gain by : 
capitalizing on your so-called liabilities. 


INSIDE/OUT - U of A Campus « Campus- 
based ion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans-identified and queer (cet faculty, 
graduate student, academic, straight allies and 
support staff « 3rd Thu each mon (fall/winter 
terms): Speakers Series. E: kwells@ualberta.ca 


LIVING POSITIVE « 404, 10408-124 St» edm- 
livin; sitive.ca + 1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768 + 
Se eee peer avBpory to people living with 
» Tue, 7-9pm: Support group + Daily drop- 
in, peer counselling ay eae oe 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 

Fe ee Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 « Program for HIV- 
S prevention, treatment and harm reduction 

eg and other African lan: 

+ 3rd and 4th Sat, 9am-spm each month « Free 

(member)/Si0 (membership) « Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB - 
geocities.com/makingwaves_edm « Recre- 
ational/competitive swimming. Socializing 
after practices « Every Tue, Thu 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB - 10220-103 St « Open 
Thu, Fri, Sat with DJs Alexx Brown and Ed- 
die Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON - 9540-12 
Ave + 780.488.3234 » pridecentreofedmonton.org 
+ Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm + LGBT 
Seniors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm + CA: Thu 
(7pm) « Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study 
& ik Sat, noon + Youth are 

‘outh; Up to a5 years, support and soci: iu} 
every Sat, 7-9pm; Saroe awe . Wanuasace 
Board meeting ist Sun every month, 10;30am-12- 
30pm « Trans Education/Support Group: Meet 

e st and 3rd Sun, 2-4pm, every month; alber- 
tatrans.org « Men Talking with Pride: Sun 7pm; 
facilitator: Rob Wells robwells78o@hotmail.com 
+ HIV Support Group: and Mon every month, 

ms Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 

estioning (TT1Q) Alliance: Support meeting 

and Tue month, 730prm « Transgender, 
Transsexual, tees and Questioning, Education, 
advocacy and Sep for men, women and youth 
+ Free professional counselling every Wed except 
the ist Wed each month; 7-10pm; appt encour- 
aged, drop-ins welcome « YouthSpace: drop-in for 
LGBTQ for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm. 
PRISM BAR - 10524-2101 St + 780.990.0038 
+ Wed: Free Pool; Karaoke, Peecritenteet 
+ Thu; Prism Pool League; 7-11:30pm « Fri: 
Steak Nites; 5-9pm; Df at 9:30pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
* 10209~123 St + 780.482.1587 « Soul OUTing: 
an LGPT-focused alternative worship + an 
Sun every month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30am; 


SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21) 
"Dear Rob: | sure don't like so much God 


cut it out, please? | understand it's com- 
Being, but you? Puh-lease. You're smarter 


Wow this and 'Cackling Goddess’ nonsense 


higher powers. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22— Dec 21) 
wider than the other signs of the zodiac, 


stay in one place too long, but you still 
need a sense of belonging. Whether that 


: comes from having a certain building where : 
: you feel comfortable or a wilderness that : 
: evokes your beloved adventurousness or a : 
tribe that gives you a sense of community, : 
you thrive when you're In regular touch with : 


a homing signal that keeps you grounded. 


According to my analysis, 2010 will be ; 
: prime time for you to find or create or re- : 
new your connection to a source that serves : 


this purpose well 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19) 


"| am a man of fixed and unbending prin- : 
ciples," said American politician Everett : 
Dirksen, "the first of which is to be flexible : 
: at all times." That's the kind of playful and : 
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stuff mixed into my horoscopes. Can you : 
mon for the masses to believe in an Ultra : 
than that. | just can't abide all the ‘Divine : 


that you dispense; it doesn't jibe with the : 
practical, sensible, unsuperstitious, non- : 
: mushy world | hold dear. —Sally Scorpio." : 
= Dear Sally: | predict that many Scorpios 
: will have sensational, ongoing, up-close ; 
and personal communion with the Divine ; 
Wow in 2010. You're free, of course, to call : 
it something else, like an unprecedented : 
eruption of creative energy or a break- : 
through in your ability to access your own : 


You Sagittarians may wander farther and : 


eople of all sexual orientations wel 
tg 'T monthly book club and film se E 
jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH - 1526-76 Ave 
+ 780.436.1555 * People of all sexual orientations 
are welcome Every Sun (10am worship) 
WOMONSPACE + 980.482:1794-- wom- 
onspace.ca, Womonspacet ail,com «>= 
Non-profit lesbian “igi ei for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Monthi: 
activities, newsletter, reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 
WOODYS - 11793 Jasper Ave « 780.488.6557 
+ Karaoke with Nathan; Mon 8pm « Martini 
Mandar + You Don’t Know Game Show 
with Patrick and Nathan; Thu 9pm » Long 
Island Iced Tea; Thu 3pm + Karaoke with Mor- 
gan; Wed 7pm + Karaoke with Kevin; Sun 8pm 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH. 
yuyedm.ca » Meets every Sat, 7-9pm + E: info@ 
yuyedm.ca, T: 780.248.1971 


SS ee 


DEEP FREEZE BYZANTINE WINTER FES- 
TIVAL « Alberta Avenue Community Centre 
+ 780.908.3126 + artsontheave.org » Outdoor 
and indoor activities, Ice and snow sculpture, 
art market, ethnic food, skating, out door 
Mummer’s play, outdoor curling, dance, 

and street hockey arena on 118 Ave; part of 
Winter Light 2010 « Jan 9-10 


ICE ON WHYTE - Festival Park, Old Strath- 
cona + iceonwhyte.ca + Ice festival featuring 
carvers creating ice sculptures; part of Win- 
ter Light 2010 « Jan 14-24, Mon-Fri 2-10pm, 

Sat-Sun 10am-10pm) 


INTENTION ALBERTA - Camp Maskepe- 
toon, Pigeon Lake + intentionalberta.ca + A 
family event, ring in the New Year; speak, 
play, eat, dance-be your unlimited selves for 
pe and 4 nights + Dec 29-Jan 2 « $88 (5 day 
ids Bae) s adult temple pass) /$44 (kids 
temple pass)/$44 (New Years Eve ee tas 
(one day pass) register online: intentional- 
erta.ca/intention3/register 


WINTER LIGHT-MISPON - City Hall 

+ Opening gala: performances, speakers, 
snacks and a sneak peak at Edmonton's 2010 
winter festivities; part of Winter Light 2010 « 
Wed, Jan 6, 4:30-7:30pm 


WINTER LIGHT - Various locations through- 
out Edmonton « Jan 6-Mar 13 


= resilient spirit | urge you to aspire to in 2010, 
: Capricom. | think you're most likely to have 
a successful year if you regularly explore 
; the joys of Improvisation. The more empiri- 
: cal and less theory-bound you're willing to 
: be, the better youll feel Practicing the art 
of compromise doesn't have to be galling, 
: | promise you; it may even turn out to be 
more fun and educational than you imag- 
ined possible. 


: AQUARIUS (Jan 20- Feb 18) 

! Who and what do you hold most dear, 
Aquarius? | encourage you to get clear 
about that. Once you do, | hope you'll make 
a vow to bestow extra care and attention 
on them in 2010—| mean literally write out 
a one-page oath in which you describe the 
: inner states you will cultivate In yourself 
: while you're in their presence and the specif- 
, ic actions you're going to take to help them 
thrive. Nothing else you do will be more im- 
? portant to your success in 2010. 


and you may get itchier when required to : 


: PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 

: The philosopher Nietzsche said there was no 
middle ground: You either sald "yes" to life 
or you said "no." You either celebrated your 
vitality, enjoyed your power, and thrived on 
challenges, or else you practiced constant 
self-denial, hemmed yourself in with delud- 
: ed rationalizations, and tormented yourself 
with indecision. fm not so sure it's always 
as clear-cut as that. While I'm usually in the 
"yes to life" camp," [ve gone through "no to 
: life” phases, as well as some extended "may- 
: be to life" times. What about you, Pisces? 
: Whatever you've done in the past, | hope 
that in 2010 you will take maximum advan- 
tage of the cosmic rhythms, which will be 
encouraging you to give life a big, resound- 
ing, ongoing YES. W 
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F COMMENT >> LGBT 


ew — ~~ Seca ee a gi 


Thine that mattered 


A look at the things that matter to this lil : 
: ta. Murray Billet retired from his fantastic : 


lesbian in 2009: 

Jéhanna Sigurdardéttir was appointed as 
Iceland's Prime Minister and became the 
first openly LGBTQ world leader. 
Lesbian Annise Parker got elect- 
ed as mayor in Houston. Barack 
Obama ended the HIV travel 
ban. He also signed into law the 
Matthew Shepard Act, expand- 
ing federal hate crimes laws. 

Uganda has introduced severe 
anti-gay legislation that many say 
amounts to queer genocide. The bill sug- 


gests life in prison for consensual gay : 
sex, seven years for "attempting" gay sex, : 
three years for failing to report gay sex : 
within 24 hours and the death penalty for i 
an adult who has same-gender sex with a : 
minor, an HIV+ person who has gay sex or : 
a so-called gay sex "serial offender." It is, : leaving the band. FtM singer Lucas Silveria : 
= will continue with new bassist/lesbian Tobi : 


quite plainly, horrific. 


Locally, Bill 44 and the de-tisting of gender : 


reassignment surgery screwed over Alber- 


work with the Police Commission. PC MLAs : 


ki made offensive online comments 
about women and gays. Dean 


sch, the Wet Secrets and Solip: 
sism rocked hard. 
The Gossip did well with its lat 


got booed at Pride and MLA Doug Elnis- : 


Spade and Buck Angel came to : 
town. Local queer bands like : 
: career,” really laid me at her feet. 


: est album Music for Men, a great : 
: record with a genderqueer cover shot of : 


the group's dyke drummer. Tegan and Sara : 
released Sainthood and the girls make one ‘ 
more step towards mainstream recognition, : 
debuting at number one in Canada. The Cliks : 
released Dirty King and then announced les- : 
bians Morgan Doctor and Jen Benton were : 


Parks and Dresden Dolls’ Brian Vigilione. : 


: Now local gay bars have no excuse to play 
: so little music that is actually queer. 


Lady Gaga. Love her, hate her or don't : 
care, she's some kind of millions-selling gift = 
to the gays. The bi-girl sure is vocal on her : 
love for homos. She constantly credits her : 
queer fans for her success and at awards : 
shows thanks "God and the Gays.” | was al- : 
ready hooked, but her impassioned speech : 
at the National Equality March, in which : 
she said, "I can say with such certainty that : 
this is the most important moment of my : 


When asked at the Miss America Pageant : 
about gay marriage, Carrie Prejean re- : 
sponded with, "We live in a land where you : 
can choose same-sex marriage or opposite : 
marriage. And, you know what, in my coun- : 
try, in my family, | think that | believe tha 
marriage should be between a man and a 
woman, no offence." Aside from all of u 
wondering what the hell opposite mar- : 
riage is, Prejean seems to live in a differ- : 
ent America where the option for marriage 
is available to same-sex couples. Prejean : 
would make news later in the year when : 
nude shots and a sex tape surfaced. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrax4u,com/kenneths 


EDUCATIONAL 
FILM AND TV ACTING 
Learn from pro's how to 
actin Film and TV 
Full-time training. 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


HAD ENOUGH? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS 780.425.2715 


ORDER 
FORM 
EXTRAS 
O Bolding $& 
0 Caps $& 
O Extra Line $4 
| C) Box Word Ad $& 
1 C3 Symbols $& 


Card# 
Name 


Change your life! Travel, Teach English: We 
train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspon- 
dence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for 
info pack 1.888.270.2941 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536-124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


Guitar lessons available 
LEARN ROCK, FOLK, COUNTRY, BLUES 
$2ofhour 
Contact Justin T: 780. 760.7284 
E: Justin.wayne.shaw@gmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*PREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 

ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 

Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jarn with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 

than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing, Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone Gle- 
nys at 780.426.1996/fax 780.426.2889/e-m affice@ 

yueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-1208 St. 

Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


Placement will depend upon available space 


A 
Wanted: male actor, 20-30 years old, Aboriginal 


or Metis for: Stage Struck One Act Festival and 
2010 eed wes Contact: cndngothic@yahoo.ca 


y Family Theatre: Call for complete 
“ae , original play for the second annual 
New Works for Young Audiences. Submission 
Deadline: Jan 15, spm Info: Laura Rushfeldt, T: 
780.944.9115 / E: kompany.admin@shaw.ca 


Profiles Gallery: call for submissions for 2011. 
Seeking proposals from artists working in all 
styles and mediums; Deadline: Sat, Feb 27, 
2010, 5pm; More info: Janine Karasick-Acosta at 
780.460.4310, 32 or janinek@artsheritage.ca 


Submit exhibits for consideration in the fol- 
lowing categories: Environmental Site Specific 
Installation; Curated Group Exhibit, Individual 

or Two Artist Exhibit, and Community Pro- 
grams are invited to participate in 2010 at The 

Works Art Market and Food Street (deadline 
Feb x5, 2010) and Street Stage (deadline Mar 15, 

ao10). Application at theworks.ab.ca 


Artist Volunteers needed at the Today Family 
Violence Centre to develop murals in their new 
facility to help create a ree environment 
for clients. Patrick Dillon at 780.455.6880 


Call for artists: Deep Freeze A Winter Byzan 
tine Festival, Jan 9-10, Alberta Ave Community 
Centre 9210-218 ave, artsontheave.org. submit 
to display art in the gallery or at the Art market. 
send your samples to aota_artists@yahoo.com 


MUSICIANS 
Bass player with strong harmony vocals wanted 
for a regularly gigging, three piece, power, roots: 
based trio. Call Mary Machura @ 240.1509, marv- 
machura.com; marv@marvmachura.com 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
jam on the second Sunday of the month at 9119- 
-128A Ave, Rock, country & old time music. Ph. 
780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


The Works Street Stage: call to artists fromm exper- 
imental, rap, hip-hop, to folk, bluegrass, country, 
blues, jazz and rock—all genres. theworks.ab.ca/ 
societyfolder/calls/calls.html; E: Dawn Saunders 
Dahl dawn@theworks.ab.ca Deadline: Mar x9 


CLASSIFIEDS FOUR LINES FOR $20 


FORM OF PAYMENT 
Ocash Check Bisa Mier 


Phone 780.426.1996 from 9am to 5pm Mon-Fri * Email rob@vueweekly.com * Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 
Deadline Tues at Noon * Please print legibly on Lines at right * Up to 45 characters per line + Every letter, space or mark counts a4 one character + Allow one space following punctuation 
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An Ainlare igi team filmed a pro- 
gay ad and super-butch Welsh rugby 
player Gareth Thomas came out. Brendan 


Burke, son of hockey legend Brian Burke, ” 
came out publicly, leading to his macho : 
dad, players and the coach of the universi- : 


ty team he's now manager of to show their 
support. On gay marriage, NFLer Brendon 
Ayanbadejo asked, "How could our society 


grant more rights to a heterosexual one- : 
night-stand wedding in Vegas than a gay : 
couple that has been together for three, 


: five, 10 years of true love?" 


: Skins is the first show to capture the m 


Former NHLer Justin Bourne wrote an : 
awesome column for USA Today about : 
homophobia saying "In my days as a hock- : 
ey player, | did nothing but contribute to : 


times than I'd like to admit. Six months af- 


hockey’s culture of homophobia and prej- : 
udice against gays. | used gay slurs more : 
: not available here and is hard to get on thd 
ter | left my Last professional locker room, : 


| felt a twinge of regret, followed bya full- : 


out stomach punch.” 


A nod to last week's passing of Brittany : 
Murphy. While not queer, she made a lot of : 


: movies with gay content and played a few q 
: gay parts. And she wore flannel in Clueless. F 


fe iere 


ditation +P 


Spirtual Teachers *Feng Shui +Personal 


vAstrologers “Altsmat 


CANADA'S LARGEST HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE EVENT 


“Body Soul — 


ey 
_ Spirit Expo 
explore - experience - enlighte 


‘Sy EDMONTO 
* 1-877-560-6830 


on *Psychics *Astrologers +Health Foods *Herbs_*Meditation +Psychics «Astrologers 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


The National Brot, for Marria 
released their “Gathering Storm* ad + thal 
warned of a coming threat and urge 
Americans to join their, uh, "rainbow, 0 
alition” against gay marriage. At least 
incredibly ridiculous spot made for 
fantastic parodies. 

The best thing you probably haven't 
Skins. Imagine a gritty, British Deg, 


ness teen life entails. It debuted two lesbia 
characters in its third season and treated 
the couple like any other, with reali isti 
emotions and realistic sex. Skins had a 03, 
male character in the first two seasons wh, 
also found love. Unfortunately the show 


Net. Tracking it down is worth it, if for p, 
other reason than campfire sex. 

I choose not to talk about Michael Jacksoy 
or the end of The L Word. 

That's what mattered to me in ‘09 
And yes, | refuse to comment on Adan 
Lambert, too. WV 


jes *Healing Arte “Yoga =Fanecs «| 


PROMOTEYOUR 
BUSINESS “a 


APRIL9-11 cog 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE = 22 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning-| 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding 0 | 
behalf of our select group of non profits, Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- | 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately abovt.| 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar-| 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$12 / Hour 


guaranteed wage 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


Print your ad here: 


JAN-6, 2010 


ask out my ex-sister-in-law? | : 
she was hot. Now we are : 


u mean your ex-wife's sister, proceed only 
Frehildless or post-emigration (both of you) : 
to someplace suitably distant, like New : 
Zealand or the International Space Station. : 
In other words, you are adults and can do : 
what you like but nobody else is going to : 
like you for it. : 

While | am a big believer in living an au- 


SS 


Meals on Wheels—Volunteers needed - To 
deliver nutritious meals (vehicle required) 
Weekdays 10:45am-1pm + To assist in the kitchen 
Weexdays 6am and 2pm; shift times are flexible 
+ 780.429.2020 


youth of all ages~volunteer in a homework club. 
Contact Phillip Deng at 780.423.9516 or pdeng@ 
emenab.ca 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
youthvolunteer.ca 


OK, you're OK — 


: : repulsive. It's no different from any other : 
: thentic life (come out if you're gay, don't : 


promise monogamy if you're poly, etc) : 
Im equally dedicated to what Michael : 


(Boteach calls himself "America's : 
rabbi" but having been M's best: 


No rabbi of mine, yuck.) Peace 
to you! Peace to your ex-in- 
laws! ("Peace to you and all your 


is a bit of a goof.) Do not go sowing dis- 
cord and discomfort. Have a Merry Christ- 
mas and a happy New Year. Don't date your 
ex-wife's sister. 


We must keep in mind, though, that there is 


thinking you were hot all the years you 


U of A Job Shadow Week 2010 (Feb 16-19). 
Volunteers Needed. Register by Jan 11. De- 
tails at uofaweb.ualberta.ca/capsemployers/ 

JobShadow.cfm 


Heart and Stroke Foundation of Alberta, NWT 

& Nunavut: Take a few hours this February and 

join our team of Heart Month volunteers. Visit- 
heartandstroke.ca/help; 1.888. HSFINFO 


Canadian Mental Health Association / Board 
enti ee Learn about our community 
work: www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer with the Aboriginal Health Group. 
Plan events (like Aboriginal Health Week, Speak- 
er Series). Promote healthy habits to high school 

students. Set up events. E: abhealthgroup@ 
gmail.com; aboriginalhealthgroup.org 


Deep Freeze, Jan 9-10, winter festival, need vol- 
unteers; contact Judy 780.496.1913; artsontheave. 


org 


CNIB's Friendly Visitor Program needs vol- 
unteers to Help and be a sighted guide with a 
friendly voice. If you can help someone with 

vision loss visit cnib.ca or call 780. 453.8304 


Bicycle Mechanic Volunteers for Bissell Centre 
community homeless or near homelessness 
members on Mon, Wed, Fr, 9am-12pm. Contact 
Linda 780.423.2285 ext 134 


The Learning Centre Literacy Association: seek- 
ing an artist or arts & crafts person who would 
be willing to commit 2 hrs weekly to the instruc- 
tion of their passion to adult literacy leammers 
in the inner city. Denis Lapierre 780.429.0675, 
dilearningcentre@shaw.ca 


Dr's Appointment Buddy-Accompany new refu- 
gee immigrants to their medical appointments 
to give support and assist with paperwork. Thu, 
10:30am-2:30pm. Transportation not required. 

Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society needs 
volunteers to work with adult students in the 


S.CARS.: Second Chance a cee 
Society. Our dogs are TV stars! W: ol 
every Sat at 9:45 AM where new, wonderful dogs 

will be profiled. scarscare.org 


BISSELL CENTRE Community in need of basic 


items, please bring: coffee, sugar, powdered 
Seb: a baby formula to Bissell Centre 


East, 10527-96 St, Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm 


be a pee smoking, or undergo- 
ing 


cardiovascular disease. Monetary compensation 
provided for participation. 780.407.3906 


"HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies at 
UofA. Call 780.407.3906; E: UofADep@gmail.com. 
Reimbursement provided 


eee ae ee 
U of Ais seeking major depression sufferers 

in participating ina study. Call 

780.407.3906; E: UotADep@gmail.com 


: you, word may get back to the people you 
? are still in touch with, and they may laugh : 


: sex with you. Decisions, decisions. 
grown-up little buddy all over : 
the media for years makes him : 
: Dear Andrea: 
: Can you marry your cousin? Is it legal, and : 
: is it a good idea? 
mailmen," sings our own rabbi, who : 


were thinking she was. She may never have 
Noticed you because you are not the sort : 
of person she notices. She may find you : 
"should | ask her out?" situation—nothing : 
ventured nothing gained and all that—but : 
in the case of an ex's ex ex, if she rejects : 


at you. But if you ask her out, she may have 


Love, Andrea 


| am just wondering because we used to 


Love, No Harm in Asking 


You could have just looked it up! This is 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line thesupport- 
network.com or call 780.732.6648 


SACRED Edmonton Society; sacredeatingdisor- 
ders.com; An Eating Disorder Intensive Recovery 
Program for those with anorexia or with bulimia. 

E sacred6@telusnet; T: 780.429.3380 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for the 
family members and friends of sex addicts. Call 
780.988.4411 for Edmonton area meeting locations 
and information, sanon.org 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, info, counseling, public education. 
T; 780.423-4102/F: 780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 780.423.4121 


Are you an International Medical Graduate seek- 
ing licensure? The Alberta International Medical 
Graduates Association is here to help. Support, 
study groups, volunteer opportunities—all while 
creating change for tomorrow. aimga.ca 


Canadian Mental Health Association, cmha-ed- 


monton.ab.ca Education Pro; offer workshops 

to give skills to intervene with people who may be 

at risk for suicide. Follow the links to ASIST or call 
780.414.6300 


Jewish Family Services Edmonton/TASIS (Trans- 


forming Acculturative Stress Into Success): A free 

program aimed at minimizing culture shock and 

displacement for trained professional immigrant 

women. T: Svetlana 780.454.1194; E: community@ 
jfseorg 


ee 
Do you remember someone who believed in you 


when you were a child? Be that person in a child's 
life today. All it takes is one hour a week, which 
may not be much to you but will make all the 
difference in the life of a child. Be a Big Brother 
or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call Big Brother Big 
Sister today. 780.424.8181 


— EEE Eee 
Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently 


needed. If you're available weekdays, 1oam-1pm 
call Meals on Wheels. 780.429.2020 


“CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 


enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and 
special events. Carmen 780.444.1547 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


For 25 years, the Asia Pacific Foundation 


of Canada has been a leading source of 


The contest asks, "What's your 
vision for Canada's future with Asia?". 
Info at 25at25.ca 


: mation. The answer to your first question, : thing, as far as happy holidays and shalom 
as to so many others, is "it depends." Fifteen : 
or so states (and not just weird little for- : 
gotten out-of-the way states, either, count : cousins marrying. It seems kind of lazy to 
California and New York) allow first cousins : 
to marry without any restriction, A handful 
more have various hoops to jump through. 5 wrong or gross or even dangerous. It is, 
; The rest still have anti-cousin laws on the = 
books but you know, it is not unheard-of to : 
: go to another state to marry if your own is 
+ still too bigoted to allow it. It's also legal in 


= Mexico and Canada. 


What do you mean, “bigoted,” you ask? 


? Isn't marrying your cousin a good way to 


in the home goes, 
1am not horrified or even bothered by 


me—what, you couldn't be bothered to 
meet someone else?—but it isn't bad or 


however, Not Done. It used to be done 
(every article you read on this is illustrated 


; with a picture of the Darwins, | think), but it 
+ is currently Not Done. And you are not the 
: Jukes and the Kallikakses (look it up) and 
t you are not Pharoahs or European royalty. 
: You do not, presumably, possess dynastic 
: get a kid with flippers and three eyes? No, : wealth that requires cautious and xenopho- 
: actually, it is not. There's a slightly—very : 


 slightly—higher incidence of birth defects, 
+ flirt alot when we were teenagers and! still : 
: find her attractive (and will see her on the 
= holidays) but of course | would never do 
= anything about it. 

Exes who were never blood relatives of 
former spouses are a big whatey, go for it. : 
: Dear No: 
no reason to believe that the ex-wife of an : 
: ex-wife's sibling or whatever she ishas been : not obscure information, although it doe 
i manage to be continually surprising infor- 


bic husbanding. So you probably want to 


: not do it 
like one or two percent. If your (mutual) : 
: family suffers from a heritable genetic con- : 
: dition you're both going to want to get test- : 
: ed for that before having kids. But for most : 
: people, it's just not going to be an issue. 
: What is an issue is, as above: your families : 
: would hate you. Or hate one of you and : 
: consider the other a victim. Or not hate but 
: be so horribly uncomfortable in your pres- 
= ence that it would come down to the same 


And now | can't get Dorothy Parker's 
poemlet out of my head, so here, Merry 
Christmas: 


: Oh, life Is a glorious cycle of song, 


A medley of extemporanea; 


: And love is a thing that can never go wrong; 
: And|am Marie of Romania. 


: Love, Andrea 
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ADULT 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780.665.0808 
403.313.3330 


100S OF HOT LOCAL SINGLES 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403,770,0990 


STEAMWORKS GAY & BI MENS BATHHOUSE. 


2a 
11745 JASPER AVE. 780.451.5554 


WWW.STEAMWORKSEDMONTON.COM 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403.313.3311 


nee Ee EE He ee Es 


Chal with 100s oF HOT naughty girls! 


Calgary 403-31 3-3311 l 
Other Cities 1-877-834-4044 | 


©) Edmonton 


}780-665-6565 


F=600-56 1-5555 


Mobile pay. text SCORE” to 96669 $5 tom 


Calgary 
403-313-3330 
1-900-451-3333 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 
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Try Crutseline Text for free. Text “rire” to SFREE » www crusaline co 


bestpickupllines 


OCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 
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‘Take it when 
the sun dont shine! 


‘itamin D3 
1000 IU 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


PLANCT ORGANIC 


A R I 


Edmonton North - 12120 Jasper Avenue - 


780-452-4921 


Edmonton South + 7917 - 104 Street - 780-433-6807 
Open 7 days a week « 9am-9pm + www.planetorganic.ca 


WUEWEEKLY // 


